^•emb 


So, ype Chin 
* tc h Put o n 6S6 
bl °ck 

til -\| i K 

luti „., 7 >. C: »* 


"'ll fy 


a ?Qin 


:,n s «Kii.m h.-r 1 * 


,Iul: ‘V Hu- 




'U-fdlrs 


"'ire. 


tri 


»’m ;t 

•d n,.. vk. . 'Miv 
,! l»dusir\ n |j^ V « 

^':ur, r ; :; r ^ * 

\. ,n Ju ”t‘ 1^ 


lI * 'narkoi.S 

•* kn d'HiHn-iirtJ * 


*,£'"*■* * 


Uional ( *, 


; -r 

.l I l] on lhe wan 

d Ihc proceeds to 


; Wflfljj] 


•died to chan i \ 

;ish Dalmatian 
Sub votes no 
pies for Disney 

>ON \ M'Pt ___ ^ 
KMiihcrs .»f Bniau'i 
luu\ Club have cost 
,:iinst he I pine Di>u- 
ippies fur a remake I-; 
xessltil film im [jj' 
:s. the Times reports; 
iv. After tour hourly 
irie.s hv tiled diy^-. 
uiutov. club member' 
i£ hi W;tr\\ ick. cents 
ivl M*ted l*‘n to " 
t cooperating v\ ubti 
tmp;m> However fc 
w was not recarii 
it because oppiirer- 
to secure .1 two-ti? 
t\. 1 limine a 

y begun .si Mtepperw 
s m » uii 

Close in the rale a 
it fk’ Vi!. 1 lie Tjiw* 
Disney j i urf an 
seme m foi l * a 1 im- 
ppies in (he Bnti'b 
Tue.sdav 111J wok 
to rc.isMue breeder) 
fled ahoiii hew the 
I’ottkl be irealed Tit 
sentciu went «* 
let ail about the eon- 
;hich Disney inteni 
vide tot Us .minis 
Sut the omipam In- 
In silence ^ 1,: ' 
ary- til eem ne. o»w 
tif Rri t.im's hififif* 
ip kennels, said n 
feared the wwA* 
cause a re|viinen $ 
ilppencd . ;n 


he carioon *-‘> 


s, many 


handoned once 


ihn 


awn to full 'i-' 1 ’ 



"Tij, 


ns 


-d. The film e.uwd- 


numd lot P. 1 I 11 UD* 
,q whwl 


she 


ybya ignores Arab mediation efforts 


(R) — “ A Libyan minister brushed aside on Tuesday 
an^npis by Arab leaden to stop the deportation of thousands of 
Palestinians and insisted they were leaving of their own free will. 
Minister of Unity Affairs Jomaa Al Fezzani told reporters after an 
hour of talks with Arab League Secretary-General Esmat Abdul 
Mfguid that other countries need not interfere. Asked about 
Libya’s response to calls from both Arab League and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak to halt the expulsions. Mr. Fezzani said: 
-We appreciate Mubarak's efforts and those of the secretary- 
general blit we think the Palestinian issue is their own. they have 
(be freedom to do what they will." Libyan leader Muammar 
Oadhafi says the Palestinians are responding to his call that they go 
home to show the world that the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion's (PLO) .peace deal with Israel has failed and has not made 
them masters or their fate. "The Palestinians now know who is 
working for their return and for the liberation of their land and 
who squanders it and calls for its settlement (by Israelis)." said a 
statement on Tuesday by the Libyan parliament, carried by the 
official news agency JANA. 



Palestinians donate |4m fund to PN A 


An indepenuerrArab political daily put 

i,jf1jll. ijUjjVi 4ai,Tnrf>H tjt iaj 


AMMAN IR) — Leading Palestinian businessmen donated £4 
million to a fund to help the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) 
establish professionally run institutions, businessmen said on 
Tuesday. The decision was taken at a meeting last Thursday in 
Gaza between leading Palestinian-Jordanian investors and Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat and senior PNA members. The meeting 
was of a committee of Jordanian and Palestinian businessmen that 
includes members of the S21KJ million Palestine Development and 
Investment Company (PAD1CO). Establishing the fund will help 
the committee get World Bank aid for institution building. The 
committee reviewed studies for several key projects — including 
an industrial park and free trade zone in the Jordan Valley and a 
private airline and tourism projects by the Dead Sea. Of the 54 
million. S3 million was donated by businessmen Abdul Majid 
Shuman, chairman of Arab Bank. Said Khoury and Habib 
Sabbah. A fund to recruit Palestinians to help the PNA in 
managing its burgeoning institutions was proposed in the commit- 
tee's first meeting last May in Amman. 
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Kabariti heads for 
league meeting 


tllc first . hln ’ 1 


AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim AI 
Kabariti on Tuesday left for 
Cairo to take pan in the Arab 
League's 104th session which 
begins Wednesday. In a de- 
parture statement, Mr. 
Kabariti said Arab foreign 
ministers taking part in the 
meetings will discuss the final 
ftraft of the Arab Higher 
Court of Justice, the first 
draft of the Arab code of 
honour and a proposal to 
amend the Chaner of Arab 
League to allow for taking 
decisions by majority of votes 
rather than by consensus. 
Mr. Kabariti said he will 
meet his counterparts, in- 
cluding the Kuwait foreign 
minister, on the sideline of 
the Arab League meetings, 
and voiced hope that his 
meetings will contribute to 
rebuilchng confidence among 
Arab countries and laying 
down solid foundations for 
Arab reconciliation. Mr. 
Kabariti also stressed the im- 
portance of a meeting that 
will be held Thursday at the 
Algerian foreign minister's 
residence in Cairo to coordin- 
ate Arab stands at the Euro- 
pean Union's conference in 
Barcelona in November. 


Iraq pardons all 
petty Arab, 
criminals 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
has pardoned all Arab 
nationals jailed for petty cri- 
minal offences and will set 
diem free immediately, the 
'official agency INA said 
Tuesday. The amnesty, 
which does not apply to con- 
victed murderers, mainly 
affects Egyptians, Sudanese, 
Palestinians arid Jordanians 
jailed for theft, fraud and 
illegal residency, according to 
a decree from Iraq’s highest 
authority the Revolutionary 
Command Council. “The 
prisoners will be set free im- 
mediately so long as they are 
not implicated in other 
crimes or offences,” said the 
decree, carried by INA. It 
did not say how many prison- 
ers will be freed under the 
amnesty. 


Israel deploys 
missile launcher 


RISHON LEZION, Israel 
(AP) — The Israeli army 
introduced the U.S.-made 


■multiple launch rocket sys- 
tem (MLRS) into its artillery 


forces Tuesday. The $400 
million batteries arrived ab- 
out three months ago. Israeli 
troops displayed the mobile 
units to journalists and fired 
rounds into the sea. “This is 
an era of revolution for the 
artillery corps,” said Briga- 
dier General Shuka Dorf- 
man. “The MLRS fires a 
large amount of explosive 
that causes maximum casual- 
ties in the minimkum amount 
attune.” The missile system 
is intended to supplement the 
rasps’ mobile cannons, which 
.-min the bulk of its limited 
artillery. “The U.S. commit- 
ment to Israel’s defence as it 
lakes risks for peace is as 
strong as ever, as this new 
system illustrates.” said U.S. 
Ambassador Martin Indyk, 
who attended the ceremony. 


France to try 
Libyans in absentia 


PARIS (Rj — France will try 
w- absentia four Libyans, in- 
tiuding Libyan leader Muam- 
jnar Qadhafi’s brother-in- 
I®?* ™ connection with the 
bombing of a French airliner 
fhat wiled 171 people, a 
lawyer for the victims said on 
Tuesday. Francis Szpiner said 
after meeting Magistrate 
Jean-Louis Bruguiere, who 
the probe into the 1989 
of UTA Flight 772 
®^er Niger, that the trial was 
“P«ted to start in October 
before a Paris criminal 
Mr. Szpiner, lawyer 
for SOS-Attentats, a group 
J&presenting victims of ter- 
htf, was joined at the meet- 
which took place on 
disaster’s sixth 


JST, 3 9 I A I II 

®Bnyersary — by relatives of 
“fose lulled in the bombing. 

AfhnnA *L. . 


AnKmg the four suspects, 
^med m international arrest 
r™™® but whom Libya re- 
to turn over to French 
is Abdullah Senoussi, 
SjJfoncl Qadhafi’s brother- 
in-iaw 


GCC and Yemen 


to attend MENA 


summit in Amman 

Arab financial institutions also to participate 


DUBAI (Agencies) — The 
six Gulf Arab states and Ye- 
men will take pan along with 
Israel in thfe Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic summit to be held in 
Amman next month, officials 
in the Gulf said Tuesday. 

Bahraini Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Mohammad Ben 
Mubarak Al Khalifa said in 
the Saudi capital Riyadh that 
the Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil (GCC) states "have de- 
cided to coordinate their 
positions to ensure the sum- 
mit's success.” 

The six GCC srares — 
Saudi Arabia. Kuwait. 
Bahrain. Oman, Qatar and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) — took pan in a 
previous summit held in 
Casablanca, Morocco in 
October 1994. 

Then they opposed the 
creation of a regional de- 
velopment bank, which is on 
the agenda for the Amman 
talks from Oct. 29 to 31. 

Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh will also join 
the summit, according 10 an 
official from the World Eco- 
nomic Forum (WEF), 
Frederic Sicre. 

Regional financial bodies 
such as the UAE-based Arab 
Monetary Fund, the Arab 
Fund for Economic and So- . 
tial Development, based in 
Kuwait, and the Abu Dhabi 
Investment Fund will also be 
present, Mr. Sicre told a 
press conference in Dubai on 
Tuesday. 

But Iraq, Syria, Lebanon. 


Prince Saud to visit 


Jordan next month 


RIYADH (Petra) — Saudi 
Foreign Minister Prince Saud 
AI Faisal said Tuesday he 
would be Ravelling to Jordan 
in October for the first time 
since the Gulf crisis erupted 
in August 1990 creating a rift 
in Arab relations. 


Prince Saud also said 
Jordanian-Saudi relations 
were continuously impro- 
ving. 

In statements following the 


conclusion of a Gulf Cor- 
poration Council (GCC) min- 
isterial meeting in Riyadh, 
the Saudi minister said steps 
taken to improve ties were 
proceeding well and that a 
Saudi ambassador to Jordan 
will head for Amman soon.* 
He said he will visit Am- 
man next month after he 
returns from New York 
where he will take part in the 
U.N. General assembly 
meetings. 


Libya and Iran will not take 
part although Lebanese 
businessmen will be there pri- 
vately, he added. 

Syria and Lebanon refuse 
to consider joint projects 
with Israel before achieving 
some progress in their bi- 
lateral talks with the Jewish 
state. 

“We would like to see 
roughly 30 businessmen from 
each of the GCC countries in 
Amman,” said. Mr. Sicre. 

He said nearly 35 business- 
men have already booked 
their places at the forum from 
Qatar. 

Mr. Sicre. who is touring 
the GCC countries to per- 
suade business leaders to 


take part in the forum, said 
the WEF wanted to avoid a 


repetition of the Casablanca 
meeting, which he branded a 


“political meeting.” 

"The next meeting will not 
be Casablanca II but Amman 
I. a business and commerce 
meeting.” 

The GCC, in a formal 
statement after the Riyadh 
meeting, called for increased 
international pressure to 
make Iraq comply with U.N. 
demands that it dismantle its 
major weapons systems. 

“The council calls on all 
international groups for 
pressure on the Iraqi govern- 
ment until it proves its peace- 
ful intentions and implements 
all of the articles of the U.N. 
resolutions ....” GCC foreign 
ministers said in the state- 
ment. 

The foreign ministers’ two 
days of talks in Riyadh focus- 
sed on internal instability in 
(Continued on page 7) 


Hijacked Iranian 
plane lands in Israel 


‘ By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The hijacked 
Iranian plane that ended up 
in southern Israel on Tuesday 
had asked Jordan for permis- 
sion to land but the author- 
ities flatly refused the re- 
quest. 

A Jordanian aviation offi- 
cial denied there was any 
contact between the plane 
and the air traffic control at 
the Queen Alia International 
Airport (QAIA). “There was 
no contact at all between us 
and the plane.” he said. “All 
we know is that the plane 
landed in Israel." 

Some reports claimed that 
QAIA air traffic control pur- 
posely switched off all com- 
munication with the plane in 
order not to allow it to land in 
Jordan. However, there was 
no official comment on the 


issue. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin refused to allow 
the plane to land in Tel Aviv 
for fear that it may have 
hostile intentions. Instead, 
the plane, a Boeing 707, was 
allowed to land in Ovda air 
force base in the southern 
part of the Naqab desert after 
the pilot reported that it was 
running out of fuel. 

"We are hijacked and we 
are in distressed conditions.” 
Reuters quoted the pilot of 
the hijacked plane as saying. 
He then asked the control 
tower et-Ovda for emergency 
landing guidance because he 
did not have maps. 

It was not clear whether , 
rhere were one or two hijack- 
ers. but soon after the plane 
landed safely, the hijackers, 
whose identities were not im- 
mediately known, surren- 
dered peacefully to the Israeli 
army. 

Israeli radio reported that 
the pilot and possibly some 
crew members were" being 
questioned by Israeli offi- 
cials. 

The plane was hijacked 
while on a domestic flight 
from Iranian capital Tehran 


to the Persian Gulf island of 
Kish. Initial reports said that 
some passengers on board 
the plane were injured, but 
soon after the plane landed 
there was no sign of casual- 
ties. 

Israel Radio quoted the ' 
pilot as saying there- were a 
total of 177 people on board. 

Israel’s Transport Minister 
Israel Kessersaid: "The army 
declared a state of alert on all 
airports and the plane then 
landed.” 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA quoting a civil aviation 
official, said the Kish control 
tower "suddenly lost al! con- 
tact with the plane during a 
radio conversation with the 
aircraft's pilot.” 

It said 160 passengers and 
six crew members were 
aboard when the airliner took 
off from Tehran at 8:30 a.m. 
(0400 GMT) and had been 
scheduled to land in Kish at 
10 a.m. (0530 GMT). 


General Shahak said that 
in addition 10 the flight atten- 
dant. "there were two other 
armed men aboard the plane, 
apparently guards.” He said 
it was not clear yet what their 
role was. 


AGENCIES ADD: Five pas- 
sengers asked for asylum in 
Israel, army officials speak- 
ing on condition to anonym- 
ity said... That could not be 
immediately confirmed. 

The plane was refuelled, 
but security sources said it 
would likely remain in Israel 
overnight and that the army 
was preparing to bring milit- 
ary cots to the terminal where 
the passengers would spend 
the night. 

The sources said night 
flying was considered danger- 
ous m the mountainous re- 
gion unfamiliar to the Iranian 
pilot. 


Right-wing deputies urged 


The plane belonged to the 
Iran’s Kish Air but had been 


chartered by the army's air- 
line company “Saha," said 
Radio Tehran. 

Saha operates both milit- 
ary and civilian flights. 

In November 1993 a Fok- 
ker Friendship operated by 
the Iranian oil ministry was 
hijacked to Basra in Iraq with 


38 people on board. 
Tne hiis 


hijacker asked for asy- 
lum in Iraq and was acqused 
by Tehran of belonging to the 
opposition Mujaheoeen-e- 
Khalq. 

Later reports identified the 
hijacker as a disgruntled 
flight attendant armed with a 
gun. 

The man. who was in his 
30s. reportedly sought poli- 
tical asylum in the United 
Slates. He surrendered less 
than an hour after the Boeing 
707 touched down at Ovda. 

"One of the flight atten- 
dants was sick of being in 
Iran, prepared a pistol, hi- 
jacked the plane and forced 
rhe crew to come here.” said 
Israel’s armed forces chief-of- 
staff. Amnon Shahak. 


Israel to hold the passengers 
and crew as hostages until 
Tehran provides news about 
missing Israeli ■ aviator Ron 
Arad. 

Opposition Likud party 
Deputy Dov Shilansky, a for- 
mer speaker of parliament, 
.said the government should 
seize a “unique opportunity” 
to get information on Arad, 
whose plane was shot down 
over Lebanon in 1986. 

Israel has repeatedly 
claimed that it holds Tehran 
responsible for his fate. 

Iran demanded the extradi- 
tion of the “hijackers” and 
accused Israel of being be- 
hind the operation. 

Tehran denounced the hi- 
jacking as a “terrorist act” in 
a letter sent to the United 
Nations to U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali. 

The government deman- 
ded the “immediate return of 
the plane, its crew and pas- 
sengers as well as the extradi- 
tion of the hijackers." state 
radio said. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said Iran had moni- 
tored the conversation be- 


(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein on Tuesday receives French Foreign Minister Herve de 
Charette (Petra photo) 


France supports Middle East 
economic development, plans 
active role in Amman summit 

De Charette signs updated cultural accord 
with Jordan, describes relations as unique 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — French Foreign 
Minister Herve de Charette 
said Tuesday his government 
was committed to 
supporting the economic 
development of the Middle 
East to consolidate the 
emerging state of peace in 
the region and described 
Jordan’s role in the region 
as key to security and 
stability. 

Addressing a press con- 
ference at the end of a 24- 
hour visit for talks on bilat- 
eral ties, the Middle East, 
peace process, Iraq and the 
situation in former 
Yugoslavia as well as 
France's participation in 
next month's Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA1 
summit in Amman, Mr. De 
Charette also said France and 
Jordan were to begin negoti- 
ations soon on debt reh'ef 
for the Kingdom. 

Mr. De Charette, who 
held talks with His Majesty 


King Hussein, His Royal 
Highness. Crown Prince - 
Hassan, Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti 3nd several 
other members of the 
Council of Ministers, also 
signed a new Franco- 
Jordanian cultural accord. 


to the West Bank. - 

He said be intended to 
visit Israel and the 


In comments at the 
press conference, the French 
minister said Paris believed 
that a formula had to be 
found to end the suffering of 
the Iraqi people straining 
under the impact of the five- 
year-old international 
sanctions on their country 
and called on Baghdad to 
meet its obligations under 
U.N. resolutions related to 
the Gulf crisis. 

Mr. De Charette called 
Israel and the 


on 


Palestinians to work out 
“suitable solutions, while 
respecting the rights, priori- 
ties and concerns of each 
other," and conclude an 
agreement quickly on ex- 
panding Palestinian self-rule 


Palestinian territories soon' 
to show French support for 
the peace negotiations. 

The minister defended 
his country’s decision to 
conduct nuclear tests in die 
South Pacific as a matter of 
national security. He said 
the number of tests and their 
timing was limited and noted 
that his country was 
committed to adopting a 
total moratorium on nuclear 
testing next year. 

“France agrees to elimi- 
nating nuclear arms alto- 
gether,” he said. “There are 
plenty of nuclear weapons in 
the world. Few of them are 
French and the bulk of the 
rest are in Ukraine, Russia 
and Asia. The rest is in the 
U.S." 

“We hope that nuclear 
weapons will be 
eliminated," he added, "but 
we have to think about our 
security.” 

(Continued on page 7) 


Peres, Arafat study maps 
in intense bid for accord 


TABA (Agencies) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres and Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat 
pored over maps Tuesday as 
they negotiated which zones 
of the West Bank would 
come under Palestinian 
police control in a deal on 
extending self-rule. 

Palestinian negotiator 
Ahmad Qourea said the two 
leaders had focused on divid- 
ing the West Bank into three- 
zones for security control as 
they sought to clinch an elu- 
sive agreement in time for a 
White House signing this 
week. 

Earlier delegates reported 
progress on the West Bank 
town of Hebron, the main 
stumbling block so far in 
negotiations." 

Israel wants to keep its 
troops there, unlike in six 
other West Bank towns, to 
protect 400 Jewish settlers 
living among 120.000 Palesti- 
nians. 

Israeli negotiators who 
asked to remain anonymous 
said the accord already 14 
months delayed was 99 per 
cent complete. It has almost 
400 pages, 80 of which relate 
to Hebron. 

“There are still problems. 


Arafat protests Israeli maps 


YASSER ARAFAT and his delegation walked out of talks 
with Israel on Tuesday, but an aide announced that 
negotiations would resume later In the evening. The protest 
occurred as the two sides straggled for a third day to resolve 
an impasse over the city of Hebron. Mr. Arafat left the talks 
in anger at about 9:50 p.m. (1850 GMT), sources dose to the 
negotiations said. A half hour later, his spokesman Marwan 
Kanafani told reporters: “My president will go back to the 
negotiating table in two hours. Now we are talking it over 
with the other side to resolve the matter.** Mr. Kanafani 
said Mr. Arafat “was angry at maps presented on the 
redeployment of Israeli troops in Hebron. He considered 
that as a total capitulation to the Israeli occupation and 
refused to accept them.*’ 


but we are making progress/ 


Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin told reporters in 
occupied Jerusalem. 

“I hope we are going to 
progress rapidly, but that 
can't be at the cost of the 
contents of the accord.” 

The two men broke for a 
pause Tuesday during the 
talks in a hotel at Taba on the 


Egyptian Red Sea coast, but 
met later in the evening. 

Mr. Qouriea said the main 
issue was a division of the 
West Bank to include: 

— A zone including the 
Jewish settlements which will 
stay under Israeli military 
control; 

— Another zone, most of 
the Palestinian areas except 
Hebron, which will be com- 
pletely controlled by the 
Palestinian police; and 

— A third interme'diary 
zone under joint control. 

Delegates said the Palesti- 
nians were nying to limit as 
much as possible the zone 10 
be controlled by the* Israeli 
army in order to leave no 
room for settlement expan- 
sion. 

And in turn they wanted to 
enlarge the Palestinian zone 
by including the surroundings 
of each of the main areas. 

“The atmosphere remains 
positive.” said Palestinian 
negotiator Hassan Asfur. 

But he stressed that apart 


from the maps, Hebron re- 
mained the central issue. 

"If we finish these two 
points today, it could be in- 
itialed during the night.” 

“We are heading towards 
the end of the marathon,” an 
Israeli delegate said. 

Once an agreement is 
reached, it is due to be signed 
at a ceremony in Washing- 
ton. 

During the night Mr. Peres 
and Arafat, after 30 hours of 
talks, agreed to four broad 
outlines on Hebron: 

— Israel recognises that 
Hebron is an Arab town and 
agrees to an army redeploy- 
ment without committing it- 
self yet to a timetable or 
scope. 

— The settlers will stay in 
Hebron at least during "the 
interim period of autonomy 
up to 1999. 

— Palestinian police will 
be deployed in Hebron and’ 
will coordinate with the 


(Continued on page 7) 


Croats 

quit 

assault 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Croatia pulled out of fighting 
in northwest Bosnia under 
intense diplomatic pressure 
on Tuesday and U.N. 
peacekeepers said Bosnian 
Serb forces had dug in to 
defend their stronghold of 
Banja Luka. 

Peacekeepers reported the 
Bosnian Serb Army (BSA) 
was putting up stronger re- 
sistance to an offensive by 
allied Bosnian government 
and Croat forces which had 
pushed to within 50 
kilometres of Banja Luka. 

Western governments and 
the United Nations feared 
the fighting could wreck 
peace effens led by U.S. 
envoy Richard Holbrooke, 
who was meeting the presi- 
dents of Croatia and Bosnia 
in Zagreb. 

The confrontation in the 
northwest appeared not to 
have affected the withdrawal 
of Bosnian Serb siege guns 
from Sarajevo where the 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) said it was 
satisfied with progress ahead 
of a 2200 GmT deadline on 
Wednesday. 

The pullback removed the 
immediate threat of attack, 
but did not end the siege of 
the city. 

Watching a convoy of 
tanks and heavy guns towed 
behind trucks rumble up the 
road through the Serb-held 
suburb of Semizovac north of 
the city of a Bosnian Serb 
officer with barely concealed 
rage declared: “One day I am 
sure these weapons will re- 
turn to Sarajevo." 

Under the U.S.-brokered 
deal, struck after the Bosnian 
Serbs suffered two weeks of 
NATO airstrikes. the Serbs 
are to pull back the majority 
of the heavy guns that have 
underpinned their 41-month 
siege of the city. 

French peacekeepers say 
that in the last four days the 
Bosnian Serb army has re- 
moved just over 200 of the 
estimated 300-350 weapons 
that ringed the city before a 
NATO-U.N. ultimatum de- 
manded their withdrawal. 

Failure to comply by 
Wednesday’s deadline carries 
with it the threat that NATO 
airstrikes will resume, though 
few expea to see alliance 
warplanes bombing the Serbs 
again. 

"It’s looking very good. 
Ninety per cent (odds that) 
air strikes are off,” a U.N. 
official who requested anony- 
mity said Tuesday. 

The aim of the ultimatum 
was to get the main threat to 
the city out of range and 
avoid the horrific scenes of 
last month, when a single 
heavy mortar bomb killed 40 
and wounded scores in the 
city centre, prompting the 
NATO action. 

At the same time, efforts- 
have focused on easing the 
siege of the city by opening 
routes into the capital that 
cross Bosnian Serb-held terri- 
tory. Here too, there has 
been considerable success in 
the short-term. 

Three routes have been 
opened to U.N. aid convoys 
escorted in and out of the city 
on three specified routes 
under heavy guard. Only a 
month ago, two of those 
routes were closed and on the 
third, interminable delays 
made the road next to use- 
less, U.N. aid officials said. 

A special commercial route 
across the U.N. -con trolled 
airport has also been operat- 
ing, allowing businesses in 
the city to ferry in goods and 
supplies. 

Tonnes of food have en- 
tered the city along all the 
roads, and markedly impro- 
ving conditions though most 
people remain without elec- 
tricity or running water. 
However, keeping the routes 
open remains the greatest 
test. 

Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman meanwhile ordered 
his forces to stop all military 
action in northwest Bosnia 
after a bluni warning by U.S. 
Deputy Secretary of State 
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Hebronites fear 
settlers will not 
leave their town 


HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (AFP) — Palestinians 
here are convinced Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) leader Yasser 
Arafat will bend to Israeli 
demands and -allow Jewish 
settlers and soldiers to stay 
in the powderkeg town as 
part of a new self-rule deal. 

“Hebron residents are 
not interested in the nego- 
tiations because they know 
in advance that the settlors 
and the army will stay.” 
said jeweller Khalil Mreich. 

“The settlers are earing 
up the town like a cancer.” 
he added. His shop adjoins 
a Jewish school. 

Ironmonger Zein Natshe 
predicted predicted the 
“negotiations over Hebron 
are destined to fail and the 
Jews will stay, like thorns in 
our throats.” 

Mr. Arafat is involved in 
talks with Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres in a 
bid to break the deadlock in 
talks to pin down an deal to 
extend Palestinian auton- 
omy on the West Bank. 

But Hebron where 400 
Jews live among 120.000 
Palestinians has proved a 
major stumbling block. It 
was in Hebron that a Jewish 
settler gunned down at least 
30 Muslims at prayer in 
February 1994. 

Israel is refusing to cede 
total security control to the 
Palestinians, unlike in six 
other West Bank towns, be- 
cause of fears for the set- 
tlers' safety. But Mr. Arafat 
has demanded a complete 
army withdrawal ahead of 
elections to a self-rule coun- 
cil. although he has con- 
ceded it could be staggered. 

Zuheir Usseileh warned 
the current indifference in 
Hebron to the negotiations 


could ignite swiftly, if the 
right fuse is lit. 

“You'll see the reaction 
among the rown's residents 
if the accord does not 
guarantee an evacuation of 
the settlers.” he said grim- 
ly. 

“There will be no peace if 
a single settler stays in Heb- 
ron.” 

Khaled A1 Amayreh. a 
journalist dose to the Isla- 
mic hardliners, said: “Ara- 
fat wants to control the 
West Bank by whatever 
means he can. even if that 
means delivering Hebron 
into the hands of the 
Israelis. 

‘•The Jewish state knows 
this and is exploiting it to 
wrest concessions from the 
Palestinians.” 

But he said the residents 
“do not want to kill the 
settlers or throw them into 
the sea, we just want to see 
them removed from the 
heart of Hebron.” 

The tough stand taken by 
the Palestinian negotiating 
team so far was nothing 
“but a theatrical man- 
oeuvre'' which was de- 
signed to “dull Palestinian 
public opinion”, Amayreh 
added. 

Former teacher at Heb- 
ron University Abdul Alim 
Dana, now a member of the 
hardline Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP), said: “I think the 
onty alternative is to re- 
launch the intifada in Heb- 
ron to get the settlers 
evacuated.” 

The seven-year Palesti- 
nian uprising launched in 
December 1987 ended with 
the stan of self-rule in Gaza 
and the West Bank town of 
Jericho in May 1994. 



TAB KWON DO: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, president of the Higher Council of the 
Defensive Sports Federation, on Tuesday receives a.six-dan tae kwon do certificate and a shield of the 
federation from Issa Rimoni, president of the Jordanian Tae Kwon Do Federation, in appreciation of his role 
in developing the sport in Jordan. The presentation came during a meeting the Crown Prince held with 
Jordanian tae kwon do athletes who participated in recent international events to praise their performance 
and urge them to continue training ana improve their skills (Petra photo) 


Cyprus soldiers’ trial 
adjourned; defendant ill 


LARNACA (R) — A Cyprus 
court adjourned a man- 
slaughter trial on Tuesday 
after one of three British 
soldiers accused of killing a 
Danish tour guide was taken 

ai. 

Justin Fowler, 27, has been 
HI for die past five days with a 
virus suffering from stomach 
cramps ami vomiting. 

The assizes court-ordered a 
one-day adjournment at the 
request of defence lawyers. 

Mr. Fowler, Alan Ford, 
26, and Jeff Pemell, 23, all-' 
serving with the Royal Green 
Jackets at Dbekelia military 
base, have pleaded not guilty 
to charge s of manslaughter, 
abduction and conspiracy to 

The, are accused of 
bludgeoning tour guide 
Louise Jensen. 23. to death: 


with a shovel after a drinking 
binge on Sept. 13 last year. 

Mr. Fowler appeared; m 
court on Tuesday with a 
flushed face and stood up 
shakily at the dock when the 
judges entered the court, 
clutching his stomach with 
one hand and holding onto a 
wooden rampjjritii the other. , 

His lawyer Christas Pour- 
gourides was incensed when, 
the court ordered the bearing! 
could continue without the 
defendant's presence and 
threatened to quit if the court 
insisted Toesaay’s hearing 
•should go ahead. The judges 
relented. 

Tuesday's prosecution wit- 
ness, police officer Christos 
Hadjitheodoulou, is consi- 
dered one of the most impor- 
tant witnesses by prosecution 
lawyers. 


Civil war looms again in Somalia 


NAIROBI (AFP) — The 
spectre of civil war looms 
once again in Somalia after 
the seizure by its most 
ambitious- warlord of a 
small inland town and a 
retaliatory warning from a 
rival of “all out war” unless 
he withdrew by Tuesday. 

The capture Sunday of 
Baidoa, 250 kilometres 
west of Mogadishu, the 
capital, sent a shock wave 
through the country which 
has been ruled by warlords 
since the overthrow in 1991 
of dictator Mohammad Siad 
Barre. 

General Mohammad 
Farah Aideed's arch 
enemy, the self-styled “in- 
terim president”. Ali 
Mahdi Mohammad who 
controls the northern half 
of divided Mogadishu, 
warned Monday that he 
would declare “all out war” 
on Gen. Aideed unless he 
withdrew his militiamen 
within 24 hours. 

Mr. Ali Mahdi said Gen. 
Aideed would be held re- 
sponsible for the "catas- 
trophe” that would ensue 
from his attempt to extend 
his authority beyond south- 
ern Mogadishu. 

Reports in Nairobi said 
Gen. Aideed and some 600 
I militiamen had met little 
resistance in Baidoa on 
which they swooped in 30 
“technicals” or jeeps armed 
with machineguns. 

Gen. Aideed's men 
seized 17 foreign aid work- 
ers in Baidoa and placed 
them in what he called 
“protective custody." 

It is now almost impossi- 


ble to get in touch with 
Baidoa as Gen. Aideed's 
men looted most of- the 
radio sets used by interna- 
tional organisations. 

However, reports 
reaching here said Gen. 
Aideed was in the town on 
Monday night. 

Gen. Aideed whose fol- 
lowers proclaimed him 
“president" in June, has 
held talks with the town's 
“elders” who have estab- 
lished Islamic law in 
Baidoa. However, reports 
said Gen. Aideed bad failed 
to persuade them to agree 
to a joint administration. 

A senior member of an 
aid organisation said Gen. 
Aideed was “personally in 
charge of the rown." 

“Either this business will 
degenerate into generalised 
war, which could easily 
happen, or once again a 
peace agreement will be 
clinched at the last mi- 
nute." he said. 

Gen. Aideed's long-term 
ambitions are unclear and 
some observers said he 
might have attacked Baidoa 
just to obtain fresh supplies 
for his men, who now call 
themselves the “national 
army” of Somalia. 

However, other anlavsls 
said ir could be the first- 
move in an attempt to ex- 
tend his authority to the 
whole country — a scheme 
certain to trigger a tough 
response from his rivals. 

Since Sunday, there have ' 
been unconfirmed reports 
of military preparations 
from Bardera west of 


Baidoa. 

The next possible larget 
of Gen. Aideed could be 
the southern port of Kis- 
mayu. 

The port itself is control- 
led by Mohammad Said 
Hersi, alias “Morgan” who 
is the son-in-law of Siad 
Barre but the countryside 
round Kismayu is held by 
Colonel Ahmad Omar Jess.' 
an Aideed loyalist, who was 
named “defence minister" 
in Gen. Aideed’s 75- 
member “government." 

Gen. Aideed's erstwhile 
ally, Ali Osman Atto who 
quarrelled with him after 
accusing him of being a 
warmonger, was outside the 
country when Gen. Aideed 
attacked Baidoa. But his 
entourage said he planned 
to return to Somalia quickly 
'either to take up arms or 
enter into an alliance to try 
to contain Gen. Aideed's 
territorial ambitions. 

There is a real risk that 
Somalia could plunge once 
more into civil war and 
another humanitarian disas- 
ter on the scale which 
prompted international in- 
tervention in 1992. - 

Operation Restore 
Hope, though it did succeed 
in alleviating the suffering 
of thousands of starving 
civilians, was politically a 
failure in that U.N. and 
U.S. troops left after being 
unable to establish a gov- 
ernment recognised by all 
the factions. 

An Australian journalist 
held with foreign aid work- 
ers when warlord Gen.- 
Aideed seized Baidoa said 


Tuesday there was , a “de- . 
gree of nervousness” in flie 
town. - ■■■■ *- • 

“There's a degree'of net- ’ 
. vo us ness among everybody 
here" about what might 
happen, said Ben Wilson, 
correspondent for the Au- 
stralian Broadcasting Cor- 
poration by satellite tele- 
phone. 

“No-one was expecting it 
(the attack), it was a com- 
pletely sudden move." he 
told the ABC in a call from 
a compound where he was 
held. 

Mr. Wilson said that 
Gen. Aideed "moved 600 
troops and 30 battle wagons 
into town. He's now in con- 
trol, he’s closed the airport 
and he's also now detaining 
a number of foreign nation- 
als including United Na- 
tions staff." 

Reports in Mogadishu i 
said that 17 expatriate aid j 
workers seized in the offen- 
sive were safe. | 

The ABC reported that 
three Australians were ; 
among those held — Mr. j 
Wilson and two women, a 
World Vision aid worker 
and a nurse. 

Mr. Wilson said the aid 
workers were being held in 
two separate compounds, 
and the groups had not 
been able to contact each 
other. 

“We are not allowed to 
move.” Mr. Wilson said. 

He said the detainees 
were unsure whether the 
expatriate staff were being 
used by Gen. Aideed “to 
achieve bargaining power.” 


Appeal is filed 
against Filipina ’s 
death sentence 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — 
The lawyer for a young Filipi- 
na maid facing execution in 
the United Arab Emirates for 
killing her Gulf Arab em- 
ployer said he filed a notice 
of appeal on Tuesday. 

Mohammad Al Amin, 
chief lawyer for 16-year-old 
Sarah Balabagan, told Reu- 
ters he lodged the appeal 
notice in the oasis town of Al 
'Ain and planned to present 
its grounds in the coming 
days. 

“I filed the notice of 
appeal. I just filed a notice. 
After studying the verdict I 
will give my reasons,” he 
said. 

Mr. Amin said the pro- 
secutor had also lodged an 
appeal, as required by law, in 
order to set the process in 
motion. 

An Islamic court on Satur- 
day condemned Ms. Balaba- 
gaa to death. for. the "pre- 
meditated" murder last year 
of Almas Mohammad AI 
Balooshi. "• ; ' 

It rejected her pleathat she 
had stabbed him 34 times in 
self-defence after he raped 
her. 

The verdict sparked rage 
among Filipinos and promp- 
ted an appeal for calm in the 
Philippines where bitterness 
still Ungers over Singapore’s 
execution of a Filipina maid 
in March. 

The notice appeal came 
one day after the UAE Jus- 
tice Ministry backed the 
death sentence, saying the 
court "was convinced with a 
clear conscience that she 
committed this ugly premedi- 
tated crime." 

It said in a statement the 
ruling was not final and that 
Ms. Balabagan could appeal 
against the sentence in higher 
courts. 

Death sentences in the 
UAE must secure the en- 
dorsement of the federal sup- 
reme court even if a defen- 
dant does not file an appeal. 

An execution must be 
approved by President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Ai 
Nahayan, (he statement said. 

Sheikh Zayed had ordered 
the retrial of Ms. Balabagan. 
a Muslim, after an earlier 
court sentenced her to seven 
years in prison for man- 
slaughter. The court also con- 
cluded that she had been 
raped and awarded her finan- 
cial compensation. 

Ms. Balabagan made an 
impassioned appeal for help 
to Philippine President Fidel 
Ramos in a live radio inter- 


view aired nationwide Tues- 
day. 

“President Ramos, please 
help me gain my freedom 
because I am innocent. E just 
defended myself,” the maid 
said repeatedly in between 
sobs over radio station 
DZXI. “I want to go home... 
1 know that the beloved 
Allah will not abandon me," 
said Ms. Balabagan. 

The girl'-s mother, who 
spoke to her on air via tele- 
phone in the southern Phitip- 

S 'nes city of Cotabato, tear- 
lly advised her daughter to 
be strong during her ordeal, 
reminding her that Manila 
was doing its best to save her 
from execution. 

If the UAE carries out the 
sentence, she will be the 
second Filipina maid this year 
to be executed. 

Flor Contemplation, 42, 
was hanged by Singapore in 
■ March for two 1991 murders 
which many Pilipinas believe 
she did not commit. The re- 
_> Suiting public uproar in the 
-Philippines forced Mr. 
Ramos to downgrade di- 
. plomatic ties with its South 
East Asian neighbour. 

Police damped a security 
blanket around Emirates Air- 
lines aircraft here Tuesday as 
a high-level Philippine de- 
legation prepared to leave for 
the UAE, officials said. 

Foreign Secretary 
Domingo Siazon, Executive 
Secretary' Ruben Torres and 
Labour Secretary Jose Bril- 
1 antes are under direct orders 
from Mr. Ramos to prevent a 
repeat of the Comempladon 
row, Mr. Siazon told repor- 
ters. 

He did not say when the 
three would leave. 

Mr. Siazon said the delega- 
tion will meet UAE justice 
and labour offidals to discuss 
the Balabagan case. “They 
are prepared for gene real dis- 
cussions... on labour issues,” 
he added. 

Manila has said it will 
appeal against the verdict, 
while Mr. Ramos said he will 
appeal for clemency to 
Sheikh Zayed if' the higher 
courts uphold the death sent- 
ence. 

The Philippine ambassador 
to the UAE, Roy Seneres, 
said be would “voluntarily 
resign” if Abu Dhabi carries 
out the sentence on the girl. 
Manila airport's assistant 

g ineral manager for security 
eny Maglaya said the air- 
port security measures were 
designed to guard against re- 
prisals on UAE interests. 


NEWS IN BRIEF ; 

Egypt regains control of resthouse in Sudan : 

CAIRO (R) — The Egyptian government has regained 
control of its resthouse in the north Sudanese town of 
Dongola after ministerial contacts. Egyptian government 
newspapers said on Tuesday. The Sudanese authorities had 
seized the resthouse, which belongs to the Egyptian 
Irrigation Department, and had evicted the Egyptian 
irrigation engineer who lived there. Sudan has appropri- 
ated several Egyptian properties in Khartoum and other- 
parts of Sudan over the past two years, reflecting the poor 
state of relations between the two states. The newspapers 
quoted the Egyptian minister of public works and water 
resources. Abdul Hadi Radi, as saying he sorted out the 
problem with. his Sudanese counterpart at talks in Rome.' 
Under the Nile waters agreement, the Egyptian Irrigation 
Deptartment maintains a chain of stations in Sudan to 
monitor the flow of the Nile. 

Policeman killed in ambush in Sudan 

KHARTOUM (R) — Gunmen killed a policeman in an 
attack on his post in a Khartoum suburb, a government-, 
owned newspaper said on Tuesday. Al Ingaz Al Watani; 
said the attack took place on Sunday in Kalakala. The- 
newspaper quoted Major-General Omar Al Haj. director 
general of police in Khartoum state, as saying a number of > 
suspects had been arrested. He gave neither their identities 
nor their motives. 

‘Kuwait arrests Iraqi infiltrator’ 

KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti border patrol has arrested an 
Iraqi infiltrator who admitted he had been sent to carry out 
acts of sabotage, a newspaper said on Tuesday. "The 
infiltrator admitted that he worked for the Iraqi army and 
that he attempted to cross the border to conduct sabotage 
operations in Kuwait for the Iraqi intelligence apparatus," 
Al Anbaa newspaper said. “He revealed that the Iraqi 
regime formed suicide teams to send them to some 
countries, including Kuwait, to upset their security," it 
added. It did not say when he was arrested and there was 
no immediate official confirmation of the report. 

U.S., Kuwait to launch navy war games 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — The U.S. and Kuwaiti navies, 
are to launch joint manoeuvres in the northern Gulf as past, 
of U.S. troop exercises already underway in the desert, 
Kuwaiti military offidals said Monday. "The American and 
Kuwaiti marines will take part from Thursday in joint, 
manoeuvres to improve their armed combat capaaty,” an; 
offidal told the Kuwaiti agency KUNA. He did not say; 
how long the exercises would last and how many personnel 
would take part. On Aug. 30, U.S. troops launched 45 days 
of exercises in the desert close to the Iraq-Kuwait border to 
dissaude Baghdad from carrying out any attacks on the 
emirate. Kuwaiti troops were due to join the manoeuvres 
in mid-September. The exercises were originally scheduled 
to take place in October but were hastily brought forward 
after Washington spotted "unusual" Iraqi troop move- 
ments which mtensitied following the Aug. S defections of 
two senior Iraqi offidals to Jordan. 

Iranian legislator lashes out at U.S. 

NICOSIA (AP) — A senior Iranian legislator said Monday' 
that U.S. and other foreign forces were in the Gulf to indte 
war and plunder the region's oil wealth, the Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) reported. It quoted 
Hassan Rowhani, deputy, speaker of the parliament, as. 
saying that “with their presence in the Gulf, and by fanning 
the flames of war among countries, foreign powers want to 
plunder the oil of the region." IRNA, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted him as saying that the presence of foreign; 
forces was “detrimental” to the region. Speaking in a- 
meeting with Gannam Ali Al Jomhour, head of Iran- 
Kuwait parliamentary friendship group, he said that 
foreign powers had “covetous eyes” on the region's 
resources. Attacking Israel, Mr. Rowhani said that the 
“Zionist regime” was “the main problem in the region.” 

55 Filipina maids flown home from Kuwait 

KUWAIT (R) — The Philippines embassy in Kuwait has. 
repatriated 55 Filipina maids who fled their employers after 
alleged abuse, a Philippines diplomat said on Tuesday. The' 
55, who left for Manila on Sunday, were the latest batch of 
maids repatriated under a programme that has arranged 
the return tickets of 506 runaway maids since January 1995, 
he said. Sunday’s operation was financed by the embassy,! 
while earlier flights had been financed by Kuwait, be 
added. "The embassy is currently financing 100 repatria: 
tions. About 30 maids will be sent home some time next 
week,” he said. The maids have been living in the. 
embassy’s overseas workers’ welfare administration bnild-!, 
ing, a refuge for maids in dispute with employees. Some ■ 
eventually return to their jobs or find other jobs. Some 66 
maids remained at the refuge, the diplomat said. ' 

Police kill suspected militant in Egypt . 

CAIRO (AP) — Police shot dead a suspected extremist, 
and arrested nine others Tuesday in southern Egypt as they . 
searched for radicals who fatally shot and dismembered a ; 
man last week. Police officials said raids were aimed at 
finding the murders of Kasdy Fahmy Mohammad. He was, 
shot Thursday in the town of Malawi, and the attedtery! 
then took a knife from a nearby butcher shop and cut hfi> 
body .to pieces. Police say the radicals accused Mohammad! 
of being a police informer. His head was found later on a: 
pole in a neighbouring village. It was one of the most 
brutual slayings since extremists launched a campaign of' 
violence in the spring of 1992 to try to overthrow Egypt's’ 
secular government and replace it with Islamic rule. It was 
unclear if the suspect killea on Tuesday or those detained*, 
were involved in Mohammad's murder. 
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Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment Of Meteorology. 

Fine weather conditions win pre- 
vail during the day becoming cool 
at. night with clouds appearing at 
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low altitudes and winds westerly 
moderate to active, in Aqaba, 
'winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 17/27 

Aqaba 23 / 34 

Deserts 14/30 

Jordan Valley 19/32 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 27 Aqaba 34. Humidity 
readings: Amman 52 per cent. 
Aqaba 38 per cent. 
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TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 
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Civil Defence Department 661 III 
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R] Flight Information .... 08-53200 
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AMMAN: 
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Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 
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Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AKMuashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 
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Army.SMarka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
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Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

Ibn Sina Hospital ij»{«U732 

Al Hikma Modern Hasp’s] (09J99W9O 
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Princess Bason Hospital — (02)275555 


Greek CatboGc Hospital (02)272275 

ibn Al Nates Hospital (02)247100 

AQAftfc 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 1 1 
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23 J® Athens (OA) 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

Rome (RJ) 

31=25 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

11=48 Berlin. London (RJ) 

*3:18 Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

Istanhul (RJ) 

JEJS Colombo (RJ) 

^38 Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

■■■ Riyadh (RJ) 

5*2 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:15 Dhahran(add)(RJ) 

Aden (RJ) 

Dubai. Muscat fRj> 

22 ^0 Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

23:45 Sanaa (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

88:45 Beirut (ME) 

ll-S Athens (PK) 

13=00 Jeddah ($V) 

14:15 Cairo (MS) 

14:30 Doha. Muscat (GF) 


1930 ... Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

22.98 Dubai (EK) 

22:55 Lamaca (CY) 

23:80 Sanaa (IY)' 

23:05 Shariqah(AH)-’ 

80:10 London (BAV. 

QOzX Amsterdam (KLr 

04:08 Athens (OA) 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppcr/lowvr price in fils per kg- 

Apple 600/400 ■ 

Banana 680 ; 

Banana (Mukammar) 620‘ 

Cabbage 140 /8U 1 

Carrot 430/320 ’ 

Cauliflower 220/120 . 

Cucumbers (large) 150/120 - 

Cucumbers (small) 260/lffl 

Eggplant 240/ 150 . 

ngs 320/250 

Garlic 680/500 ’ 

Grapes ISOlMk 

Guava ..." 600/500 

Lemon 300/200 

Marrow (large) 250 < 1 SO. 

Marrow (small) 420 / 32° ’ 

Mulukhia 130 / 8Pr , 

Okra 850 / 70^ 

Onion (dry) 240/1®' 

Orange 450/350 . 

Peaches IIXKV800' ■ 

Pepper (hot) 180/120 

Pfcppcr (sweet) 200 / 150 , 

Pomegranate 340/250 r 

Potato 260 / 1® 

Siring Bern 650 / 5W • 

Tomato 120/80 • 

Water Melon 110/70- ' 
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; Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath Al Hassan Thesday chats with children at the Prince Abdullah Ben Al Hussein 
: Orphanage in Balqa (Petra photo) 

Princess Sarvath extends a helping hand 
to orphaned children in Balqa 
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By Khattab Salman 

• Special to the Jordan Times 

■ SALT — Her Royal Higb- 
: Dess Princess Sarvath Al 
: Hassan, honorary Vice-Pres- 
;ident of the Jordanian Red 
1 Crescent (NAJRQ, today 
[donated JD 5,000 to the 

■ Prince Abdullah Ben Al 
Hussein Orphanage of the 

■ NAJRC in Balqa. 

• The Princess' donation 
came as part of a visit and 
inspection tour of the 

: orphanage. Princess Sarvath 
:also distributed toys to the 
children of the orphanage. 

; The toys were donated to 
die Red Crescent by Mari- 
apia Fanfani, president of 
,’foe Together for Peace 
. Foundation and the National 
Women's Committee of the 
Italian Red Cross and former u> 
vice-president of the League - 
of Red Cross 'and Red Cres-’’ ! _ 

• cent Societies. *1 £ 

■ The donation was present- 


ed to the Princess by Mrs. 
Fanfani at the opening of the 
Accident and Emergency 
Wing of the Red Crescent 
Hospital on July 20, a Royal 
Court statement said. 

Mrs. Fanfani, who dedicat- 
ed the last 45 years to 
humanitarian and charitable 
activities, was visiting Jor- 
dan at the time upon the 
invitation of Princess Sar- 
vath and attended the offi- 
cial opening of the new wing 
at the hospital, the statement 
said. 

In addition to her recent 
donation to the Red Cres- 
cent, the statement said, 
Mrs. Fanfani also played a 
major role in providing 
relief supplies . for the 
refugee camps set up in Jor- 
dan during the Gulf crisis, 
ft*. She has for many years 
cooperated with • -ftincess 
Sarvath and the Jordanian 
Red Crescent through her 
work with the Italian Red 


Cross, it added. 

During Princess Sarvath's 
visit to the orphanage this 
morning, she was briefed on 
Its activities and the services 
it provides to the children in 
its care. 

Sheikh Mohammad 
Keilani, president of the 
Baiqa branch of the Red 
Crescent, said be appreciat- 
ed Princess Sarvath's contin- 
ued support to the NAJRC 
* and the orphanage. 

Sheikh Keilani said 

Princess Sarvath's efforts are 
in keeping with the contin- 
ued care and assistance that 
the Hashemite Royal Family 
provides to charitable organ- 
isations in Jordan. 

Following tiie briefing, the 
Princess toured the orphan- 
age. and saw. fir$t-baod._ti?e 
types of services offered to 
the children.- •• ■*■• • *•' 

Princess Sarvath said she 
was appreciative of and 
gratefol to the work of vol- 


unteers in the establishment 

The Princess affirmed that 
the Jordanian people are 
known for their compassion 
and solidarity, as evidenced 
by the work of both the Red 
Crescent and the Balqa 
orphanage. 

The Prince Abdullah Ben 
Al Hussein Orphanage was 
established in 1965 and can 
accommodate 20 children at 
any one time. It offers them 
health and education ser- 
vices under the supervision 
of specialised nurses and 
child minders. 

Princess Sarvath was 
accompanied on her visit by 
Govern er of Balqa Deeb 
Suleiman, President of the 
' National Association of the 
, Jordanian " Red Crescent 
Mohammad Hadid, and 
senior .officials of the Balqa 
Governorate. 
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Experts illustrate advantages of organic farming RJ reports 
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By Rana Hnsseini 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Production 
■problems in modem fanning 
!in the Kingdom have begun 
:to emerge especially where 
:the use of pesticides and 
:artificial fertilisers are con- 
:ceraed. 

- La an effort to overcome 
these problems, a three-day 
-workshop, under the super- 
vision of two British 
experts, began Monday on 
the use of organic tech- 
niques in agriculture and 
how to find solutions to the 
damaging effects of soil ero- 
sion. 

"Organic fanning is the 
'alternative to modem farm- 
ing and is the way to sus- 
tifinable agriculture," said 
Nigel Coulson of "Fauna 
and Flora International", an 
agricultural development 
organisation. 

■ yrganic fanning excludes 
;* avoids synthetic pesti- 
cides, fertilisers, growth reg- 
ulators and anim al feed 
additives. 

- Interest in organic fanning 
has been fostered by aware- 
ness of the dangers caused 
by insecticides and the 
excessive use of chemical 
fertilisers. 

; According to Mr. Coulson, 
°*ganic production uses sev- 
eral techniques which are 
jjheady in practice in Jor- 
danian agriculture. 

; They include the use of 
®Eanic material in the soil 


which is broken down into 
micro-organisms to become 
'food' for plants, he said. 

Organic material also 
helps stabilise the soil and 
cremes a better structure in 
the soil which reduces ero- 
sion, be added. 

"We have been working 
with the staff from the 
nature reserves in Jordan to 
help them apply organic 
farming techniques in a par- 
ticular way which will bene- 
fit the local people and the 
diversity of the nature 
reserve," Mr. Coulson said. 

He added that modem 
agriculture techniques do 
not always provide answers 
to the problems faced in 
agriculture. 

"The amount of food pro- 
duction bas increased but 
now the question is how sus- 
tainable it is,” Mr. Coulson 
said adding that "if we do 
not use organic material, the 
soil will degrade, causing 
soil erosioa This is a prob- 
lem in most countries." 

Moreover, he said that a 
new technique called bio- 
logical control is being used 
in some areas of the King- 
dom. 

For example, he said, 
Instead of using chemicals 
to kill white fly, a pest that 
attacks vegetables especially 
in greenhouses, a natural 
predator will be used as a 
pest control substitute. 

"Instead of spraying these 
greenhouses, we will pro- 
vide wasps which kill the 


white flies," Mr. Coulson 
told the Jordan Times. 

He cited the wasp experi- 
ment in Europe as an exam- 
ple. 

This technique is used in 
most of Europe, he said, 
where 80 per cent of the 
crops grow under biological 
protection for economic and 
environmental reasons. 

Mr. Coulson said be hoped 
institutions in Jordan will 
adopt and support this 
method for both the coun- 
try's environmental safety as 
well as its economic viabili- 
ty- 

Participating in this work- 
shop, which is organised by 
the Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN) and foe Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation (NHF), 
are representatives of foe 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
other concerned organisa- 
tions. 

Mr. Coulson said that his 
organisation will help Jor- 
danian institutions use foe 
data collected from previous 
agricultural experiments to 
establish a model from 
which to develop the tech- 
niques and train farmers to 
reach a substantial and envi- 
ronmentally friendly system 
of horticulture. 

"What we hope from foe 
outcome of our visit is a 
commitment from other 
organisations to fumisb foe 
resources to achieve our 
goals," Mr. Coulson said. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) reported that 
it transported a total of 
850,676 passengers in the 
first eight months of 1995, 
registering an increase of 
3 3 per cent over foe number 
of passengers travelling 
with foe national airline dur- 
ing the same period of 1994. 

An RJ statement said that 
seat occupancy in foe first 
eight months of 1995 stood 
at 65.6 per cent against 65.2 
in foe same period past year, 
and foe total load stood at 
59.3 per cent against 563 
per cent in 1994. 

The statement said that 
cargo transported by RJ 
planes so for this year had 
increased by 253 per cent 
over the figures of the same 
period in 1994. 

The RJ Planning Depart- 
ment said that foe airline's 
operations along foe U.S., 
Arab Gulf, Canada and 
Middle East routes account- 
ed for the highest rates of 
growth. 

In the past eight months 
RJ planes have flown 
40,489 hours against 38,463 
between January and 
August last year, registering 
an increase of 5.3 per cent. 



SWISS CULTURAL WEEK 
| Entertainment 

An evening with Dimitri, the loveable down, at the Royal 
jjjjjtoil 8:00 pm respectively at the Royal Cultural Centre 

• __ Exhibitions 

•JWo photography exhibitions: "Swiss photographers'since 

.#40 until today," and "Face to face with Switzerland," at 


. POETRY RECITAL 

' y Shahlah Kayali at the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and 

Aftat7;00 pj n. 


FILM 

* "A Fish Called Wanda " at the British Council at 8:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Lamia Abdel Sahib and Samer Ousama entitled 
"Aux Sources Orientales de la Fountaine," at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

* Paintings by Sudanese artists at Baladna Art Gallery. 

* "Beneath the Waves," photographs on Aqaba underwater 
life by Julia Reinholt at The Gallery, Hotel InterContinental. 
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Ministry signs JD 15m loan 
for water authority projects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Min- 
istry of Water and Irrigation 
Tuesday signed an agree- 
ment with foe Social Securi- 
ty Corporation (SSC) and 
foe Islamic Bank to obtain a 
JD 15 million loan to help 
finance Water Authority of 
Jordan projects. 

Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation Saleb Irsheidat, who 
signed the agreement with 
foe representatives of the 
SSC and the Islamic Bank, 
said the SSC will provide JD 
10 million while foe bank 
will provide the balance. 

In its 1995 budget, foe min- 
istry made provisions to bor- 
row JD 30 million for water 
projects and had signed an 
agreement with a consor- 
tium of Jordanian banks in 
foe first half of this year for 
a JD 15 million loan, which 
is guaranteed by the Jordan- 
ian government. 

The new loan is expected 

to help the minis try pay the 
Jordan Electricity Authority 
(JEA) foe price of electricity 
supplies utilised for pump- 
ing ' water as well as to 
finance the ministry's sewer- 
age projects in a number of 
regions. 

Dr. Irsbeidat recently 
returned from a visit to three 
European countries and held 
talks with officials at the 



Minister of Water and Irrigation Saleh Irsheidat Hiesday signs an agreement granting 
the ministry JD 15 million to conduct water projects (Petra photo) 


European Investment Bank 
to seek loans for water pro- 
jects. 

At a press conference in 
Amman Monday Dr. Irshei- 
dat said that foe European 
Investment Bank was ready 


to provide foe loans once the 
ministry submits feasibility 
studies for these projects. 

The projects to be financed 
would include raising foe 
walls of foe Kafrein Dam in 


the Jordan Valley, repair 
work on foe King Abdullah 
Canal, extending the water 
pipeline from Deir Alla to 
Amman and improving foe 
waste water treatment plants 
in Baka'a and Madaba. 


U.S. commerce team arrives for MENA preparatory talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A delega- 
tion from foe U.S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce arrived 
in Amman Tuesday evening 
to hold discussions with 
senior Jordanian govern- 
ment officials in preparation 
for foe Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) con- 
ference. 

The delegation is headed 
by Commerce Department 
Counselor Jan Kalidd, and 
includes Judith - Barnett, 
senior advisor to under- 
secretary of commerce for 
international trade, and John 
Walker, deputy assistant sec- 
retary of commerce for 
Africa and foe Near East. 

Meanwhile, a delegation 
from the U.S.-Arab National 


CHECK-UP IN THE 
NORTH: Minister of 

Health Aref Bataineh vis- 
its Bani Kinaneh District 
in the Irbid region Tues- 
day where be announced 
that the ministry will con- 
struct a hospital for the 
foe district's residents. 
After inspecting the health 
centres in the region, 
which has a population of 
about 80,000, Dr. Bataineh 
visited the Irbid Sports 
City and opened a centre 
for physiotherapy services 
for 70 sports and youth 
clubs. The centre was set 
up by the Ministry of 
Health in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Youth 
(Petra photo) 


Chamber of Commerce, led 
by Richard Holmes, held 
talks in Amman Tuesday 
with Khaldoun Abu Hassan, 
president of foe Amman 
Chamber of Industry, and 
several industrialists. 

' Mr. Holmes stated later 
that his delegation is seeking 
to expand the U.S. cham- 
ber's activities 1 and contacts 
in Jordan to open up oppor- 
tunities for investments in 
the country. 

Nearly 90 per cent of foe 
volume of trade in foe Unit- 
ed States is conducted by 
middle-size businesses, 
which employ high technol- 
ogy and seek to expand their 
operations with countries 
around foe world, Mr. 


Holmes said.. 

According to Mr. Abu 
Hassan, Jordan exported 
nearly $14 million worth of 
products to the United States 
over foe past four years and 
imported nearly $350 mil- 
lion worth of American 
goods in 1994 alone. 

Jordan was seeking to 
increase its exports to U.S. 
markets through foe help of 
.foe U.S.-Arab National 
Chamber of Commerce, Mr. 
Abu Hassan said. 

In an outline of foe general 
economic situation in Jor- 
dan, Mr. Abu Hassan said 
the industrial sector was 
growing at foe rate of six per 
cent and was responsible for 
20 per cent of foe gross 


domestic product in the 
Kingdom. 

The American delegation 
seeks to familiarise itself 
with Jordan's economic 
activities and to discover the 
climate of investments and 
prospects for further eco- 
nomic and trade coopera- 
tion, Mr. Abu Hassan said. 

The delegation, which 
includes Arab-Americans, 
arrived in Jordan Sept. 17 at 
the invitation of the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade. 

The visiting team held sev- 
eral meetings with govern- 
ment officials and Jordanian 
businessmen to discuss trade 
opportunities. 
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Women’s union to arrange ‘healthier’ venue for 
visitations between divorced parents, children 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Divorced par- 
ents and their children will 
soon be able to exchange 
visits in a healthier, more 
comfortable environment 
than a police station, which 
is where such visits have 
been conducted until an ini- 
tiative taken by the Jordan- 
ian Women's Union (JWU), 
said JWU lawyer Sawsan 
Ishaq. 

"Police stations are 
crowded, and children are 
also exposed to hand-cuffed 
criminals, and people with 
injuries," said Ms. Ishaq. 

The JWU in Jabal Hussein 
will offer its premises as a 
meeting place to parents and 
children in an attempt to do 
away with foe painful and 
unhealthy experience both 
suffer when parents exercise 
their visitation rights. 

A Sharia divorce court 
judge explained that "police 
stations, unfortunately, are 
foe only place divorced par- 


ents agree to meet." 

The judge, who asked not 
to be identified, said foe 
custodial parent worries that 
his/her former spouse might 
take foe child away, or Dot 
bring them back at foe right 
time, therefore police sta- 
tions were deemed to be foe 
most suitable venue. 

According to Ms. Ishaq, 
meeting at police stations 
was also a way of pressur- 
ing mothers in particular to 
gjve up their visitation 
rights. 

"Our society looks down 
on women seen sitting in 
police stations, no matter 
what foe reason is," 
explained Ms. Ishaq. 

Therefore, some mothers 
might hesitate to appear, she 
said. Others may even for- 
feit their right to see their 
own children, Ms. Ishaq 
added. 

The JWU is currently 
preparing a large room to 
accommodate foe still 
unknown number of chil- 
dren who will become regu- 


lar visitors to foe JWU. 

"We need time to gather 
foe statistics, but we were 
promised by foe Chief 
Islamic Justice (Izzedine Al 
Khatib Al Tamimi) to be 
given these figures soon,” 
said Ms. Ishaq. 

The majority of sharia 
divorce judges, Ms. Ishaq 
said, have expressed sincere 
willingness to relocate visi- 
tations from police stations 
to foe JWU. 

The JWU formally asked 
the the Public Security 
Department (PSD) to pro- 
vide a police officer (man or 
woman) in civilian clothes 
to stand guard at the JWU to 
guarantee foe security of foe 
children. 

But a PSD official said 
that such a duty "does not 
fall within foe PSD's juris- 
diction." 

"For parents to agree on 
foe JWU as a meeting place, 
foe security of the children 
should be guaranteed,” Ms. 
Ishaq told foe Jordan Times. 
She added that the JWU 


cannot afford to hire private 
security companies. 

According to Ms. Ishaq, a 
social worker and a lawyer 
from foe JWU will be avail- 
able for free consultations 
during foe visitations. 

"They will try to clear 
grudges between both par- 
ties, to reduce the negative 
effects of divorce on chil- 
dren, and help the children 
cope better with the situa- 
tion, M said Ms. Ishaq. 

The JWU, an administra- 
tively and financially inde- 
pendent centre, aims to 
make these visitations less 
traumatic for children and 
parents. 

Although funding for this 
initiative could pose a prob- 
lem, Ms. Ishaq said, the 
union is hopeful that donors 
will assist in what she and 
others as the JWU see has a 
needed service. 

"Children should be able 
to relax and talk comfort- 
ably to their parent$,"said 
Ms. Ishaq 



4 World News 

Powell criticises plan to cut off 
welfare to legal immigrants 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Former Gen. Colin Powell 
criticised Monday proposals 
to deny welfare to legal 
immigrants and to cut off 
health care and other bene- 
fits for children of illegal 
aliens. 

Gen. Powell derided such 
Republican proposals as 
‘"simplistic” and anathema 
to the American tradition of 
welcoming immi grants — 
including his Jamaican par- 
ents. He said he favours 
tougher border controls and 
numeric limi ts on legal 
immigration but said politi- 
cians ‘"have to stop demon- 
ising” immigrants and oth- 
ers in their pursuit of votes. 

‘"There is such an edge to 
some of the rhetoric associ- 
ated with these positions, 
that very often a meanness 
creeps into the dialogue and 
an intolerance creeps into 
the dialogue that I don’t 
think is serving our national 
mood very well right now," 
Gen. Powell said in an 
Associated Press interview. 

The interview came as 
Gen. Powell sets out on a 
cross-country book promo- 
tion tour taking him to two 
dozen cities by the end of 


October. As he travels, the 
former chairman of the U.S. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff will 
decide whether to enter the 
1996 presidential race. 

He said Monday he has 
ruled out running as a 
Democrat and would decide 
by November whether to run 
as a Republican. 

A decision on an indepen- 
dent campaign could wait 
until next year, Gen. Powell 
said. 

Already, Republican 
strategists and candidates 
are suggesting Gen. Powell 
would be an odd fit if he 
joined the party’s field of 
candidates in tight of his 
support for abortion rights, 
guD control and preferential 
treatment for minorities in 
employment and other 
fields. 

Gen. Powell, who is black, 
also has criticised Republi- 
can welfare reform propos- 
als and, in his view, insensi- 
tivity to racial issues. 

Addressing illegal * immi- 
gration, an issue high on the 
Republican agenda, Gen. 
Powell recalled how papers 
his parents received when 
they entered the United 
States from Jamaica bang on 


the wall of bis home. 

' He said illegal immigrants 
do' not deserve U.S. govern- 
ment benefits but took issue 
with a proposal by candidate 
Sen. Phil Gramm that would 
prohibit legal immigrants 
from collecting welfare for 
five years after they enter 
the country. The proposal is 
in legislation pending in the 
Senate. 

‘Tm not sure 1 understand 
the argument that says (legal 
immigrants) should be treat- 
ed in some discriminatory 
way,” Gen. Powell said. 

He also objected to pro- 
posals that would deny ben- 
efits to children bom in this 
country to mothers who 
entered the United States 
illegally. California voters 
approved such a provision 
last year, and there is a 
move afoot to adopt a simi- 
lar policy nationally. 

‘"I don’t think those chil- 
dren should be pushed aside 
because of the accident or 
the illegality of their par- 
ents’ entry,” Gen. Powell 
said. "Once you’re bom in 
this country, our American 
tradition over 200 years is 
you are an American.” 

The U.S. constitution says 


a person bom in the United 
States is a citizen, even if the 
parents are not. Being bom 
in the country is a require- 
ment for election to the pres- 
idency. . 

On other issues, Gen. 

Powell: 

— said he now questions 
some of the advice he gave 
presidents Clinton and Bush 

during thfl U.S. military 

deployment in Somalia, 
especially his recommenda- 
tion that American troops try 
to hunt down Somali war- 
lord Mohamed Farrah 
Aideed. Eighteen Americans 
died in the operation. ‘"It is 
advice I wish I could pull 
back and I think it wasn’t the 
right thing to do.” Gen. 
Powell said. 

— said Me. Clinton's 
Bosnia policy has been 
inconsistent, in part because 
of shifts by European allies. 
But he said die policy has 
proved effective since Mr. 
Clinton took personal charge 
over the summer. 

— praised the United 
Nations but said it was ill- 
suited for military opera- 
tions. 


U.S. denies 
balloonists 
to blame 
for own 
death 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. State Department has 
rejected suggestions by 
Belarus that two American 
balloonists shot down there 
last week were partly 
responsible for their own 
deaths and told the Minsk 
government to stop “making 
excuses”. . 

Spokesman Nicholas 
Bums dismissed a statement 
by the Belarussian Ministry 
of Defence that the Ameri- 
cans and the Swiss organis- 
ers of the race committed - 
“many violations of interna- 
tional norms and common 
sense”. 

“I would just like to sub- 
mit for the record that we 
absolutely and categorically 
reject any attempt by the 
government of Belarus to 
make excuses about their 
direct responsibility for the 
death of two American citi- 
zens.” Mr. Bums said. 

“There can be no excuses, 
no rationale, no way of 
explaining the totally unjus- 
tifiable behaviour last week, 
shooting down two Ameri- 
cans in a balloon that posed 
no threat to them at a time 
when the cold war is over,” 
he added. 

Yuri Sivakov, a member of 
the Belarussian commission 
investigating the incident, 
repeated accusations Mon- 
day that neither the Swiss 
nor the military in neigh- 
bouring Poland had given 
proper notice about the bal- 
loonists' flight plans. 

But Mr. Bums insisted the 
flight plan had been 
received and approved by 
the Belarus government. 

“Obviously somebody 
wasn't talking to somebody 
else. They screwed up and 
they shot them down. It*s 
their problem, it’s their 
responsibility, legally as 
well as morally, to accept 
their responsibility and not 
to make excuses,” be said. 

He said the U.S. govern- 
ment would reiterate to the 
Belarus government that it 
should protect people who 
visited the country by land 
or- air. 



U.S. President Bill Clinton addresses a‘ fundraiser in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (AFP photo) 


Clinton hits fundraising 
trail early for 1996 race 

PHILADELPHIA, Pennsylvania (AFP) — Pushing his early 
start on bankrolling his 1996 presidential bid. President Bill 
Clinton launched a cross-country tour Monday to drum up 
millions of campaign dollars. 

The president is making the fundraising rounds in the midst 
of a struggle within the rival Republican camp for that 
party’s nomination, and while all eyes are on retired General 
Colin Powell, currently mesmerising the nation with hints of 
a presidential run while he peddles his autobiography. 

The law allows candidates to collect a maximum of $45 
million each before the mid-1996 political conventions. Half 
of that comes from the federal government, so long as can- 
didates manage to qualify by collecting a certain amount 
from each state. 

The president evidently has learned from a mistake of his 
1992 Republican predecessor, George Bush. The former 
president put off his reelection campaign, including toe col- 
lection of funds, until toe last minute, contributing to toe 
well-known result 

Mr. Clinton has no intention of being caught napping while 
his rivals are waging an energetic fight to replace him. 

Officially, the White House is pretending that toe Clinton 
campaign will begin in earnest at toe beginning of next year. 
But toe reality is different Of all sitting presidents, Mr. Clin- 
ton, many observers say, kicked off toe earliest re-election 
campaign ever in April. 

In another never- be fore- seen move, toe White House 
broadcast earlier this year a slew of televised ads aimed at 
boasting the many measures Mr. Clinton has undertaken in 
order to fight crime. 

According to White House spokeswoman Mary Ellen 
Glynn, toe fundraising dinners Mr. Clinton will attend are as 
follows: Monday in Philadelphia, Tuesday in Miami, Flori- 
da, Wedensday in Denver, Colorado and Thursday in San 
Francisco and Los Angeles, California. 

At 51,000 per contributor, toe legal limit Ms. Glynn said 
the fundraising dinners should rake in more than $4 million. 
After the tour, Mr. Clinton will be on his way toward nearly 
$18 million in contributions for the period April through 
September. 

The choice of states is no coincidece. 

California, the most populous U.S. state with the most 
Electoral College votes, figures prominently in Mr. Clinton’s 
reelection plan. 11115 week's visit will be fads 20th since tak- 
ing power in January 1993. 

Florida is another state rich in electoral votes, and one that 
Me Clinton just barely lost three years ago. 


2 U.S. 
papers 
print 

Unabomber 
manifesto 
in full 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
Seeking to stop further 
bombings, two leading U.S. 
newspapers Tuesday printed 
the SS.OOO^word anti-tech- 
nology manifesto of a serial 
bomber whose 17-year cam- 
paign has mflffo him the 
most wanted man in Ameri- 
ca. 

Attorney General Janet 
Reno and FBI Director 
Louis Freeh recommended 
publication of toe manu- 
script by the New York 
Times and the Washington 
Post out of concern for pub- 
lic safety, the Justice 
Department said. 

Law enforcement officials 
hope publication will help 
lead to toe arrest of the elu- 
sive man they call toe 
Unabomber 

The newspapers issued a 
joint statement announcing 
toe distribution of unaltered 
copies of toe manifesto in 
an eight-page insert in Tues- 
day’s Washington Post 

The document, which says 
toe industrial revolution has 
been a disaster for the 
human race and calls for a 
return to “wild nature” was 
sent to toe papers in June by 
a man who identified him- 
self only as “FC”. 

The Unabomber, whose 
letter bombs have killed 
three people and injured 23 
others, threatened to send a 
bomb “with intent to kill” 
unless the document was 
published in its entirety. 

He last struck in April 
when a letter bomb he sent i 
killed a California timber | 
industry lobbyist The FBI 
believes be was a student of 
toe history of science in the 
late 1970s in the Chicago 
area, and then moved to 
Utah and northern Califor- 
nia. 

After extensive debates on 
whether to publish under the 
threat of violence and talks 
with law enforcement offi- 
cials, toe papers said they 
decided to go ahead with 
publication. 


U.S. House sets framework for ties with N. Korea 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The U.S. House set condi- 
tions Monday for upgrading 
relations with North Korea 
and urged President Bill 
Clinton to suspend toe U.S.- 
North Korea nuclear agree- 
ment if the Communist state 
resumes nuclear activities. 

The resolution on U.S. 
dealings with North Korea is 
non-binding. But Rep. Ben- 
jamin Gilman, chairman of 
the International Relations 
Committee, said it ‘"will 


keep pressure on toe Clinton 
administration to proceed 
cautiously in its dealings 
with North Korea over the 
nuclear issue.” 

In opposition to toe bill, 
Rep. Lee Hamilton, toe 
committee’s ranking Demo- 
crat, said it amounted to uni- 
lateral rewriting of the 
accord and "lessens the 
prospects of that agree- 
ment’s success.” 

The bill tells toe president 
to ensure that North Korea 


live up to teims of the 1994 
agreement: shipping spent 
fuel from graphite reactors 
out of the country, allowing 
inspections by the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy 
Agency and dismantling its 
graphite reactors. 

It declares that South 
Korea is the only acceptable 
source for producing toe 
major components for light- 
water reactors promised the 
North Koreans as compensa- 
tion for abandoning con- 


struction' of their graphite 
reactors. Those reactors pro- 
duce materials more easily 
adapted to nuclear weapons 
than that of light-water reac- 
tors. 

The resolution also urges 
the president not to upgrade 
diplomatic relations or relax 
trade barriers with North 
Korea unless die North talks 
peace with South Korea and 
stops hying to deploy an 
intermediate-range ballistic 
missile system. 
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Retired U.S. army General Colin Powell (left:) signs copies of his new book My Ameri- 
can Journey for customers at a bookstore in Washington, D.C (AFP photo) 


Man bites dog 

SYDNEY (AFP) — A fun. 
ous Australian dog-owner • 
defended his blind, fat pet 
from an attacking mongrel 
by sinking his teeth into the 
assailant, a newspaper 
reported here Tuesday. John 
Bryant of Sydney took his 
dog Tina into a park wherea 
black mongrel snapped its 
jaws into his pet’s neck and 
ear, refusing to release its 
grip, said toe Sydney Morih 
ing Herald. “John tried to 
prise the black dog's jaws 
open, but got a cut finger 
instead,” the newspaper 
said. “As he later put it, ‘the 
adrenalin was rushin g ,' $2) 
be sank bis teeth into its 
neck. It worked, the dog let 
go of Tina and rushed off ” 
The report said Tina did not' 
require treatment but Bryant 
received a tetanus shot. I; 


i 
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China slams Hong Kong polls, 
ignores pro-China camp loss 


.BEIJING (R) — China’s 
propaganda machine Tues- 
day slammed Hong Kong’s 
last major elections before 
the British colony’s 1997 
return to Chinese rule but 
made no mention of losses 
suffered by pro-Beijing can- 
didates. 

“This election is unfair, 
unreasonable,” the official 
People’s - Daily quoted a 
spokesman for Xinhua 
News Agency’s Hong Kong 
brandi as saying. Xinhua’s 
Hong - Kong branch is 
China’s de facto embassy in 
the British colony. 

Beijing has said it will dis- 
mantle Hong Kong’s newly 
elected Legislative Council 
after it takes control of the 
territory in mid-1997, and 
took the opportunity to 
remind voters in the British 
colony of its decision. 

“We do not think it reflects 
the will of the people in 
Hong Kong,” Chinese For- 
eign Ministry spokesman 
Chen Jian told a regular 
news briefing in a comment 
on the elections. 

Mr. Chen denied that 
China’s anger was linked to 
toe poor performance of 
pro-Beijing candidates in 
toe polls. 

“Our stand has been con- 
sistenL...We expressed our 
view early on anti on several 
occasions. It has nothing to 
do with toe specifics and 
process of the election.!* 

The People’s Daily, 
mouthpiece of China’s 
Communist Party, cited 
what it called many 


TOKYO (R) — A top mem- 
ber of the Aum doomsday 
sect has told Japanese police 
that the cult attempted to 
assassinate the National 
Police Agency chief in 
March, newspapers reported 
Tuesday. 

Kiyohide Hay aka w a, the 
Aum Shimi Kyo (Aum 
Supreme Truth sect) “con- 
struction minis ter”, told 
investigators toe cult shot 
Takaji Kunimatsu, director- 
general of toe National 
Police Agency, in an attempt 
to disrupt the investigations 
into toe sarin nerve gas 
attacks on Tokyo’s subway 
system, the Nikkan Gendai 
and Yukon Fuji newspapers 
said. 

However, Mr. Hayakawa 
did not say who in toe cult 
organised or carried out the 
shooting. “1 don’t want to 


instances of chaos in toe 
Legislative Council elec- 
tions Sunday and said Hong 
Kong’s media had itself cast 
doubts on toe fairness of toe 
polls. 

It did not say who had 
expressed the reservations. 

Election officials had 
received more than 1,500 
complaints} a significant 
number of which involved 
people who were deprived 
of their voting rights for no 
reason at all, it said. 

The People’s Daily said 
election officials had also 
admitted disqualifying about 
110,000 voters because they 
failed to respond to queries 
about their residency. 

Several voters said they 
were unaware of the queries 
and had been unknowingly 
deprived of their voting 
rights, toe newspaper said, 
adding these voters doubled 
the fairness of the polls. 

The People’s Daily said 
voter turnout was low. 
About 920,000 people 
voted, representing a turnout 
of 35.79 per cent, or 3.36 
percentage points lower than 
the previous elections in 
1991. 

But the newspaper careful- 
ly avoided mention of the 
drubbing of pro-Beijing can- 
didates by democracy par- 
ties. 

In the race to elect all 60 
members of Hong Kong’s 
Legislative Council for toe 
first time in 150 years of 
colonial rule, the Democrat- 
ic Party, whose leaders have 
been denounced by China as 


say that yet,” the papers 
quoted him as saying. 

Chief Kunimatsu was seri- 
ously injured on March 30 
when a masked gunman shot 
him as he left his Tokyo con- 
dominium for work. 

The shooting occurred just 
a week after Chief Kunimat- 
su had ordered raids on the 
sect, which has since been 
accused of toe March 20 
sarin attacks. 

The cult was immediately 
suspected of carrying out the 
shooting, but until now 
police bad no direct evi- 
dence linking it to the inci- 
dent The papers said Me 
H ayakawa's testimony was 
the first investigators had 
received on the incident 

A Tokyo Metropolitan 
Police spokesman would not 
confirm toe reports. The cult 
has always denied involve- 


subversives, won three times 
as many seats as pro-China 
rivals in results announced 
Monday. 

The Democratic Party won 
11 of the directly elected 
Geographical-constituency 
seats, while the pro-Chma 
Democratic Alliance won 
just two. 

Mr. Chen, the Foreign 
Ministry spokesman, 

declined to discuss the fate 
of “subversive” democrats 
after 1997. 

However, China appeared 
to offer a sop to public opin- 
ion in the British territory 
that it takes over in 65 1 days 
by adding an unusually con- 
ciliatory statement that 
toned down its harsh mes- 
sage on dismantling the leg- 
islature. 

“Although it is like this 
(unfair, unreasonable), fig- 
ures who love toe country, 
love Hoag Kong, have 
through participation gained 
training and accumulated 
experience,” the People’s 
Daily said, indicating China 
was trying to avoid negating 
toe electoral process. 

“.it (elections) showed 
that hope for a smooth tran- 
sition and love of the moth- 
erland and Hong Kong 
remain toe main trend in 
Hong Kong,” toe Xnhua 
spokesman was quoted as 
saying. 

Tbe People’s Daily said 
toe polls contravened toe 
Sino-British Joint Declara- 
tion, which requires no 
change in Hong Kong’s 
political system for 50 years. 


— paper 

meat in toe shooting. 

Mr. Hayakawa has been in 
police custody since April, 
when he was arrested for an 
alleged break-in. He was 
later also charged with mak- 
ing illegal drugs. 

Cult leader Shoko Asahara 
is awaiting trial for a total of 
six crimes, including murder 
and attempted murder in 
connection with a series of 
violent incidents — the sub- 
way gas attacks, which 
killed 11 people, another 
fatal sarin attack in 1994, 
and tbe abduction and mur- 
der of a lawyer and his fam- 
ily. 

The guru commanded 
absolute loyalty from his 
followers, and in each case 
he is accused of having 
ordered some of them to 
cany out the murders on his 
behalf. 


Cult shot Japan police chief 


A year after invasion, Haiti 
is on its way to democracy 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
With a critical step in Haiti’s 
transition to democracy 
complete, President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide Monday 
said his country had moved 
from “death to life” and 
denied it was headed for 
one-party rule. 

On ,the eve of the first 
anniversary of the U.S.-led 
military intervention that 
restored him to power in toe 
impoverished Caribbean 
nation, Mr. Aristide told 
reporters Haiti was ready to 
move forward with presi- 
dential elections. 

“We didn’t have any tradi- 
tion of organising elec- 
tions,” he said. ‘If we can 
organise in three months 
three elections, that means a 
lot for my country . j This is 


paving the way to keep mov- 
ing ahead toward deniocra- 

___ n 

cy. 

Haitians voted Sunday in a 
run-off in the country’s first 
elections in five years. Sixty 
seats in toe Chamber of 
Deputies, eight seats in the 
Senate and 121 local council 
seats were contested. .The 
Provisional Electoral Coun- 
cil said results would be 
announced on Sept. 28. 

The voting was not entire- 
ly finished, officials said, 
because bad weather forced 
cancellation of some ballot- 
ing in toe north and ballot 
errors postponed elections 
for a handful of local council 
seats in toe southwest. 

The election process was 
long and difficult, starting 
with a disorganised first 


round in June and make-up 
elections in August But 
international observers 
noted improvements with 
each round. 

Analysts predict 80 per 
cent of the seats in Haiti’s 
new parliament will be held 
by Lavalas, the party sup- 
ported by Mr. Aristide. But 
Mr. Aristide rejected sugges- 
tions his country was headed 
toward one-party rule. 

“Because we mean what 
we say in terms of building a 
state of law, we need a 
minority as we need a 
majority, we need toe lead- 
ers of toe opposition as we 
need those who support our 
government, we need toe 
rich as we need the poor," he 
said. 


Mrs. Shevardnadze 
becomes victim of * 
cat burglar 

BONN (AFP) — A cat bur- 
glar stole a handbag con- 
taining money, air tickets, 
jewellery and other personal 
effects from the German 
hotel bedroom of the wife of 
Georgia’s President Eduard 
Shevardnadze, police said 
Tuesday. The incident 
occurred in a luxury Bad 
Godesberg hotel near Bonn 
last week. Nanuli Shevard- 
nadze, 58, was in the coun- 
try to take delivery of valu- 
able dental equipment pro^ 
vided by a German charity, 
according to toe Express 
newspaper. As she dined 
nearby with toe former Ger- 
man Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher, the cat 
burglar broke open a win- 
dow in her suite and made 
off with the bag. Mr. Gen- 
scher helped find her other 
lodgings tbe next day. 

Win some, lose 
some, factory - 
owner discovers r 

LIVERPOOL, England 
(AFP) — The owner of a 
small factory here was 
forced to suspend opera- 
tions Monday when tialf his* 
employees failed to turn up. 
to work after winning 
Britain’s National Lottery: 
Sixteen workers at the plant 
stayed away from the facto- 
ry floor Monday morning ! 
after scooping a £2.6- mil- j 
lion ($3. 9-million) jackpot ; 
in Saturday’s draw. After a'. ! 
wild night of celebrations, . j 
toe syndicate went to pick . 
up their winnings, £167,562 ’ 

($259,721) each, Monday;. : 
leaving toe rest of their ! 
workmates technically 
redundant — and no doubt i 
ruing their failure to chip in j 
to toe consortium. “Some of i 
them (the winners) have 
said they will be leaving but . j 
1 think most of them will be j 
coming back as it’s not 
■ enough to retire on,” com- 
pany director Alan Riddoch ! 
said. 

Diana’s old cars 
sold 

LONDON (AP) — The car.' 
Prince Charles gave to Lady:, 
Diana Spencer before their.’; 
marriage was sold at auction- ' 
Monday, complete with the * 
silver frog ornament on thd 
hood. Tbe 1981 silver Foitf 
Escort Ghia, which had ; 
been given as a prize in a’ 
1988 newspaper contest,- ; 
was bought at the Sotheby’s j 
auction by a collector of - 
royal memorabilia who paid'- 
£4,600 ($6,900) — as mucir : 
as it cost new. Princess 1 
Diana drove tbe car froth 1 
May 1981 — two month* 1 ' 
before the wedding — until 
August 1982. The frog was- 
a copy of a gift from 
Princess Diana’s sister, 
Lady Sarah Spencer, seem 1 1 
ingly to remind her of the ‘ 
fairytale of toe beautiful', 
girl who kisses a frog and';, 
turns him into a handsome', 
prince. Sotheby’s also sold a . 
more recent runabout of' 
Princess Diana’s — an 
emerald green 1994 Audi ■’ 
The convertible with cream . 
leather interior sold for - 
£23,000 ($34,500), Sothe- 
by’s said — about £6,000 
($9000) more than such a' 
car would have cost through 
a dealer. An anonymouU*. 
Singapore investment 
banker bought the Audi and . 
intends to keep it at bis Lon- . 
don home. The seller was,.-. 
Iain Dale, 33, who had.; 
bought it from a dealership- - 
The princess now drives a. 
dark blue Audi. 
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FBI shoe expert William Bodziak (left) is questioned by defence lawyer Barry Scheck (.right) about bloody shoe 
imprints arotmd the crime scene in the O. J. Simpson double murder trial (AFP photo) 

Prosecution euds rebuttal in Simpson trial 


LO S ANGELES (R) — The 
fftosecution in the O. J. 
Simpson double murder trial 
jjjsted its rebuttal phase of 
$e marath on proceedings 
Monday, paving the way for 
the final defence testimony. 
'But lead prosecutor Mar- 
cia dark said she reserved 
the right to reopen the rebut- 
tal depending on the wit- 
desses put on by defence 
lawyers seeking to clear the 
former sports star of the 
1994 murders of his ex-wife 
and her friend. 

The last prosecution testi- 
mony came from Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBR shoeprint expert 
William Bodziak, who con- 
tested the suggestion of 
defence * forensic expert 
Henry Lee that a possible 
unexplained bloody 

shoeprint could have been 
left by a second killer. 


The defence then immedi- 
ately put blood expert Pro- 
fessor Herbert McDonnell 
on the witness stand to dis- 
pute evidence that gloves in 
the case bad shrunk by 10 to 
15 per cent because they 
were soaked in the blood of 
the victims. 

When prosecutors asked 
Simpson, a football legend, 
to try on the gloves earlier in 
die trial, the ploy backfired 
when they appeared to be to 
small for him 

“They don’t fit,” Simpson 
mouthed to .the jury as be 
stood in front of the panel 
struggling to get the gloves 
on. 

The defence also wants to 
call a reputed mafia figure, 
Anthony “the Animal” 
Fiato, who is now cooperat- 
ing with authorities. Mr. 
Fiato. if allowed to testify, 
was expected to say that one 


of the two lead detectives on 
the case, Philip Vannatter, 
told him Simpson was the 
main suspect in the murders 
before police even entered 
Simpson's estate and carried 
out a search without a war- 
rant. 

Mr. Vannatter testified ear- 
lier that he and three col- 
leagues entered the estate 
because they feared for the 
safety of those in Simpson's 
mansion. They also wanted 
to inform him of the death of 
his ex-wife and to tell him 
where his two young chil- 
dren were. 

But when one of the two 
bloody gloves in the case 
was found behind the man- 
sion, a full scale search was 
carried out that unearthed 
blood spots on Simpson’s 
white Ford Bronco and on 
the driveway of die estate. 

Simpson, a popular sports- 


caster and TV pitchman fol- 
lowing his playing days, has 
pleaded not guilty to the 
June 12, 1994, murders of 
Nicole Brown Simpson and 
her friend Ronald Goldman 
outside her condominium, 
where they were stabbed to 
death. 

Blood expert McDonnell 
said he tested a pair of aris 
light gloves, the same as the 
evidence gloves, by pouring 
blood over them and drying 
them in a humidifier to repli- 
cate the humidity and tem- 
perature of the murder scene 
on the night of the killings. 

The expert said the gloves 
did not shrink and he did not 
believe it possible that the 
evidence gloves had shrunk 
by 10 to 15 per cent, a 
change he called “extraordi- 
nary.” 
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IAEA delegates urge swift pact on nuclear test ban 
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VIENNA (AP) — Delegates 
to an international nuclear 
conference Monday urged 
swift, adoption of a test ban 
treaty and other measures to 
ensure nuclear materials 
cannot be diverted for 
weapons. 

A dozen stares, including 
Australia and New Zealand, 
which have been most vocal 
in condemning France for 
resuming nuclear testing in 
the Pacific, submitted a draft 
resolution calling on nuclear 
stares to halt testing until a 
test ban treaty comes into 
force. 

UN. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali, in a state- 
ment read to the Internation- 
al- Atomic Energy Agency's 
general conference, urged 
all countries "to voluntarily 
refrain from nuclear resting, 
aad to demonstrate to the 
world their commitment to a 
future free of nuclear 
weapons.” 

the United States and Rus- 
sia, both nuclear weapons 
rv->rt Vc old cars states which no longer con- 
UJ 3 no - and the European 

sold Union of which France is a 
\ j • . fk' member, expressed their 
.. .-.j if i* support for a test ban treaty 
‘ iv toft* ^ by the end of next year, but 
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. refrained from urging other 
states to bait their tests. 

China also still has an 
i active resting programme. 

Japanese delegate Yasuoki 
Lliano noted that his was the 
only country to have suf- 
fered nuclear attack 50 years 
ago, and described as "most 
regrettable that nuclear rests 
are still being conducted.” 
be called for an end to all 
testing. 

France did not speak Mon- 
day, but in opening remarks 
to the week-long meeting of 
the 1 22-member UN. 
Organisation. Director Gen- 
eral Hans Blix said the 
agency was considering a 
French request to assess the 
impact of its nuclear tests. 

He said issues like the 
objective and scope of the 
mission would have to be 
settled first 

Countries opposed to 
France’s nuclear tests are 
likely to insist on a thorough 
assessment that does not 
provide arguments for con- 
tinued testing. 

The draft resolution, 
which does not mention 
France by name, said ‘’an 
immediate cessation of 
nuclear testing would con- 


tribute to the successful con-; 
elusion of a comprehensive ; 
nuclear test ban treaty,” by 
the end of next year. 

mt Blix said French For- 
eign Minister Herve De 
Chare tie in a recent letter 
assured the agency of his 
country’s commitment to a 
comprehensive test ban 
treaty in 1996, but also 
noted its intention to con- 
duct tests before then. 

Many stares also urged 
work on a treaty to end pro- 
duction of weapons-grade 
materials. U.S. Energy Sec- 
retary Hazel O’Leary 
announced that the United 
States was placing 20 tonnes 
of weapons-grade material 
under the agency’s inspec- 
tion regime. 

Delegates also urged more 
effective monitoring of 
nuclear programmes to 
ensure that material cannot 
be diverted to weapons pro- 
duction as Iraq sought to do 
in 1990, and North Korea is 
suspected of trying. 

Mr. Blix told the confer- 
ence that the "essential 
components of Iraq’s clan- 
destine nuclear weapons 
programme have been iden- 
tified and destroyed. 


removed. or rendered harm- 
less.” . 

last week* the agency said 
Iraq embarked on a 
crash programme to develop 
a nuclear weapon just after 
invading Kuwait in 1990, 
but allied bombing and tech- 
nical difficulties bad 
doomed it 

Mr. Blix confirmed North 
Korea is maintaining a 
freeze on its nuclear pro- 
gramme, as agreed with the 
United States last year. The 
Communist state agreed to 
stop in exchange for two 
reactors of Western design. 

However, Mr. Blix said 
North Korea still is not 
allowing the inspection of 
spent fuel in the five 
megawatt reactor at Nyong- 
byon. 

South Korea’s chief dele- 
gate, Science and Technolo- 
gy Minister Kun-Mo Chung, x 
termed the U.S.-North 
Korea agreement a ‘’step 
forward,” but expressed 
concern over the North’s 
"continuing non-compli- 
ance” with agency safe- 
guards agreements. 
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Russia angry over NATO’s ‘bigger is better’ ideas 
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BRUSSELS. Belgium (AP) 
~~ NATO air strikes on 
Bosnian Serbs may riie the 
Russians, but the idea of 
enlarging the Western raili- 
(1> top alliance to include 
* Moscow’s former partners in 
i 1nn, \ Eastern Europe really has 
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into the vacuum 
,. r . J*y the crumbling of the 
■ L “°Viet Union is only natural, 
i, < m > 1 j ^ 0r some of the countries 
,» w . k- iU "j from the heavy hand of 
•s ■« ut '- “\ f «nier Warsaw Pact, it is 
jnJ’ HiftT*® 10 ® ^ security against 
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‘ For Moscow, it is cleariy 
anefibrt to isolate Russia. 
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but the countries most often 
mentioned as first in line for 
foil membership are Poland, 
Hungary, Czech Republic 
and Slovakia. Others see the 
three Baltic states of Esto- 
nia, Latvia and Lithuania as 
natural members. 

Other nations, like Roma- 
nia, wonder why they are 
not in the front row. 

Ask Col. Marian 
Kowalewski of the Polish 
Defence Ministry why 
Poland so desperately wants 
in and he responds with 
wide-eyed astonishment, 
then offers a lesson in mod- 
em European history and 
past Russian invasions. 

Clyde Kull, Estonia’s 
ambassador to NATO and 
the European Union, says 
expanding NATO is clearly 
a pan of the process of pro- 
teciing democracy in these 
newly emerging free coun- 
tries. 

Why the West, and the 
United States in particular, is 
so eager to open up the 45- 
year-old club to new mem- 
bership is less clear. 

NATO decided at the end 
of last year that it would 
expand into Eastern Europe, 
but it was only after it made 
the decision that it ordered a 


study of why the alliance 
should be enlarged and bow 
it should go about iL This 
strikes the Russians as more 
than a little suspect. 

’This policy was decided 
before somebody calculated 
the consequences,” Mr. 
Konovalov said during a 
conference on the future of 
NATO earlier this month in 
the Belgian coastal resort of 
Knokke-Heist. "You are 
analysing only now but the 
decision is already made.” 
Among the consequences, 

he said, are further deterio- 
ration of Russia's relations 
with NATO, new strains on 
arms control treaties and 
possible insistence by the 
Russian military that rede- 
ployment of tactical nuclear 
weapons is the only avail- 
able, cheap "equaliser" to a 
stronger NATO. 

Moscow is trying to main- 
tain a vestige of its former 
superpower status while 
struggling with enormous 
internal economic and polit- 
ical difficulties. Increasing 
its isolation can only hurt the 
democrat! sati on process, 

Russian leaders say. 

On Bosnia’s war, for 
instance, Russia is a member 
of the international "contact 


group” pursuing a peace set- 
tlement But Moscow has 
been pushed to the sidelines, 
outnumbered by the other 
members — the United 
Stafes, Britain, France and 
Germany — and effectively 
out of the decision-making 
loop. 

"Russia and the Western- 
ers are talking past each 
other once again.” said Dr. 
Sergei Rogov, director of 
Moscow's Institute for USA 
and Canada Studies. "Russia 
is at best informed before an 
attack happens, or presented 
with a fait accompli It is 
being consulted, talked to, 
but the decisions are being 
made by others.’* 

The Bosnian vvar and the 
plan to enlarge the alliance 
have moved ihe Russia- 
NATO relationship steadily 
backward over the past year, 
acknowledges Gebhardt Von 
Molike, a German who is 
NATO’s assistant secretary- 
general for political affairs. 

But, he added: "We are 
reaching out toward the Rus- 
sians. Russia is going to iso- 
late itself if it says it only 
will negotiate if NATO for- 
goes enlargement.” 


Chechenya peace talks 
falter amid talk of war 


GROZNY, Russia (AFP) — 
A new round of peace talks 
in Russia’s troubled Repub- 
lic of Chechenya failed to 
take place Tuesday when the 
commander of Russian 
troops did not show up. 

There was no official 
explanation for General 
Anatoly Romanov’s absence 
from the planned talks, 
which came as both sides 
traded accusations of break- 
ing a six-week-old ceasefire 
arid demilitarisation process. 

“I would not be surprised 
if war broke out tomorrow,” 
Chechen military comman- 
der Aslan Maskbadov told 
reporters. 

He said Russian bombing 
and artillery attacks had 
killed 32 people, including 
three children, and wounded 
50 in the past four days. 
“There are more deaths than 
during the war ” he said. 

The Russian delegation 
meanwhile issued a state- 
ment to the Chechen rebel 
negotiators and to the 
Organisation of Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, 


which is mediating the talks, 
saying the rebels were not 
respecting the July 30 mili- 
tary accord. 

“From the Sept 1st to 
18th, 408 shooting attacks 
were made on Russian posi- 
tions, including 180 in 
Grozny, killing 26 soldiers 
and wounding 1 53 the dec- 
laration said. 

An army spokesman said 
this week that guerrilla 
attacks have recently 
“become more aggressive." 

Neither set of figures 
could be confirmed indepen- 
dently, although both sides 
frequently exaggerate their 
losses. AFP correspondents 
have witnessed heavy bom- 
bardments of Cbechen-held 
villages (hiring the ceasefire 
period. 

Both sides also accuse 
each other of failing to com- 
ply with the demilitarisation 
part of July 30 accord which 
stipulates that most Russian 
troops pull out and Chechen 
guerrillas disarm. 

According to Russian offi- 
cials, forces loyal to inde- 


pendence leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev have between 

25.000 to 30,000 weapons 
and another 10.000 to 

15.000 are in the hands of 
other Chechen factions. 

The Russians have been 
frustrated by disarmament 
sessions in which Chechens 
hand over almost entirely 
worn out weapons, even 
antiques, and few of the 
deadly rocket propelled 
grenade launchers that have 
been used so effectively 
against the heavy Russian 
forces. 

However, Mr. Dudayev’s 
fighters are estimated by the 
Russians to number no more 
than 7,000 and groups of 
guerrillas are rarely seen by 
AFP correspondents fighting 
with more than an average 
of one weapon per man. 

On Monday, Russian Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin ordered 
his government to step up its 
efforts to find a peaceful set- 
tlement to the conflict in 
Chechenya, presidential 
envoy Oleg Lobov said. 

Mr. Lobov, who is also 


secretary to the powerful 
Russian Security Council, 
arrived in the Chechen capi- 
tal Monday with the mes- 
sage that Mr. Yeltsin wanted 
to secure a lasting peace and 
rebuild infrastructure in ihe 
breakaway southern Russian 
republic. He was to spend a 
week in Chechenya. 

Mr. Yeltsin “ordered t to? 
Russian government to step 
up its work to rebuild 
Chechen industry and search 
for a peaceful solution to the 
conflict,” Mr. Lobov said. 

Russian troops marched 
into the secessionist republic 
in December to put down a 
three-year-old independence 
movement, sparking a con- 
flict which has left between 
15.000 and 30,000 dead. 

Russia has made it clear 
that talks on a political set- 
tlement — seen as the only 
real solution to ending thf. 
deep-rooted conflict — can- 
not proceed until the mili- 
tary accord, signed on July 
30, has been respected. 


Relief 
operations 
intensify 
in Virgin 
Islands 


CHARLOTTE AMALIE, 
U.S. Virgin Islands (AP) — 
Military planes delivered 
food, water and supplies by 
the tonne Monday to vic- 
tims of hurricane Marilyn, 
as' federal- relief effort 
; kicked into full ge^r,. 

• C-130 cargo planes thun- 
dered onto the airstrip at Si 
Thomas, beginning the full 
relief effort. The island’s 

51.000 residents lost water, 
electricity and telephone 
service when Marilyn struck 
Saturday. 

National Guard troops and 
police directed traffic in 
Charlotte Amalie, the 
islands’ capital, where loog 
lines formed at gasoline sta- 
tions. The drive from the 
airport to the resort of 
Frenchman's Reef, normal- 
ly a 15-minute trip, took 45 
minutes Monday. 

In the interior, workers 
cleared roads of power lines 
and utility poles. A radio 
station was set up so resi- 
dents could leave messages 
for loved ones. 

The total number of vic- 
tims wasn’t immediately 
known. Authorities reported 
that between three and six 
people were killed in Sl 
T homas, while a hospital 
worker in Sl Croix reprated 
two storm-related deaths 
there. Two people died in 
Puerto Rico, and one uncon- 
firmed fatality was reprated 
in Sl John. • 

Monday’s airlift included 

300.000 prepackaged mili- 
tary meals, drinking water 
and ice, said James Lee 
Witt, director of the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA). 

"This is a massive 
response and has taken a 
combination of everything 
we have as a federal team to 
make this happen," Mr. Witt 
said at a briefing in Sl 
T homas. 

Up to SO per cent of Sl 
T homas’ homes were dam- 
aged or destroyed, FEMA 
said. 

Mr. Witt said he was 
unaware of any missing 
people on Sl Thomas. Offi- 
cials earlier had reported 
about 50 people missing or 
injured, 

A tropical storm watch 
was issued for Bermuda 
Monday as Marilyn moved 
through the Atlantic. 

At 2100 GMT, the centre 
of Marilyn was about 670 
kilometres southwest of 
Bermuda, moving north at 
14 mph (22 kph) with winds 
of 100 mph .(160 kph). It 
was expected to pass near 
Bermuda sometime Tues- 
day. well east of the U.S. 
mainland. 

About 100 U.S. marshals 
arrived in Sl Thomas to 
help stop sporadic looting. 


Canadian parliament 
stormy debate on Quebec 


OTTAWA (R) — Canadian 
lawmakers traded accusa- 
tions and rhetoric Monday 
in a tumultuous parliamen- 
tary clash which left unclear 
whether a simple majority in 
next month’s referendum 
would guarantee indpen- 
dence for Quebec. 

Federalists and separatists 
engaged each other for the 
first time since the French- 
speaking province 

announced it would hold a 
sovereignty referendum on 
00,30. /_ 

Liberal Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien : &nd Bloc Que- 
becois leader Lucien 
Bouchard, both Quebeckers 
but the first a federalist and 
the other a separatist, angri- 
ly jabbed fingers at each 
other across the aisle as toe 
fell session resumed. 

“They want a divorce 
today and they want to be 
lovers tomorrow,” Mr. Chre- 
tien said of the Quebec gov- 
ernment’s proposal to 
declare sovereignty after 
offering Canada a new eco- 
nomic and political partner- 
ship. 

Mr. Bouchard, leader of 
the official opposition 
whose sole goal is leave the 
Canadian federation. 


demanded that Mr. Chretien 
agree to respect toe result of 
the vote on Quebec, Cana- 
da's largest province. 

Bloc members snggested 
Mr. Chretien was unwilling 
to respect toe will of toe 
people and asked House of 
Commons Speaker Gilbert 
Parent for an emergency 
debate on whether the vote 
would be respected. 

The Reform Party, declar- 
ing itself to be the national 
opposition in the absence of 
bloc interest in other Cana- 
dian affairs, also pressed for 
a straight answer from Mr. 
Chretien on whether 50 per 
cent plus one vote was 
enough for Quebec to go. 

“If they were to put toe 
question, ‘do you want to 
separate from Canada or 
not,’ then I would say, ‘okay. 
I’d be the first to recognise 
it, if they were honest 
enough to put a perfectly 
clear question to Quebeck- 
ers,’” Mr. Chretien said. 

But, addressing Reform 
leader Preston Manning, be 
said: “If you want me on 
behalf of all Canadians to 
say that with a clouded ques- 
tion like that with one vote I 
will help them to destroy 
Canada, you might, I won’t 


Mr. Manning.” 

The question to be posed 
on Oct. 30 asks Quebeckers 
to approve leaving Canada 
after offering it economic 
and political partnership. 
Quebec’s 6.9 million people 
make up about one-quarter 
of Canada’s population. 

The Canadian dollar has 
been on a roller-coaster ride 
on financial markets 

throughout toe Quebec 
debate. It was heavily sold 
last week when Mr. 

Bouchard said the debate 
would never end until Que- 
beckers voted yes. 

Mr. Chretien accused him 
and the other separatists of 
refiising to accept a no — 
either now or looking back 
to the 1980 referendum 
when Quebeckers voted 60- 
40 against leaving Canada. 

Mr. Bouchard told 
reporters afterwards, howev- 
er. “I'm quite ready to 
recognise a no. It's a com- 
mitment to recognise what 
the people will decide.” 

But he said no one can 
forecast what Quebeckers 
would do in the future and 
that they couid hold a refer- 
endum again. 



Pope John Paul n is flanked by President Daniel Arap Moi of Kenya (right) as he 
arrives at Nairobi Airport (AFP photo) 

Pope urges end to bloo< 
in Rwanda and Burun< 


NAIROBI (R) — Pope John 
Paul appealed Tuesday for 
an end to toe bloodshed in 
Rwanda and Burundi, say- 
ing forgiveness was toe only 
solution to ethnic conflict 
there and elsewhere in 
Africa. 

Addressing a huge crowd 
at toe biggest mass of bis 
week-long tour of Africa, he 
singled out refugees from 
Rwanda and Burundi among 
toe worshippers who 
thronged Nairobi's central 
Uburu Park in bright sun- 
shine. 

“Dear refugees, know that 
more than ever I am close to 
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you and share your immense 
pain ” the 75-year-old Pope 
said in French at the end of 
the three-hour mass, cele- 
brated from an altar plat- 
form covered by a huge 
thatched African roof. 

“What i s happening i n 
your countries is a rerrrible 
tragedy that must end. Know 
that you are not alone and 
that toe Pope is with you ” 
he said. 

Up to one million Tutsis 
and allied Hunts were put to 
death in last year’s Rwanda 
genocide, toe culmination of 
decades of tribal violence. 

Killings continue on a 


daily basis in both Rwanda 
and Burundi, obstructing toe 
return of refugees. 

Speaking during the ser- 
vice, the Pope noted that, a 
synod of African bishops 
held at the Vatican last y en- 
during the Rwanda blood- 
bath had felt the nssd ! .*. 
launch "an appeal for for- 
giveness and reconcilia- 
tion". 

“This ;> the only way to 
dispel toe threats winch 
hover over Africa of etono- 
centrism and which recently 
affected Rwanda and Burun- 
di so hnr.ully” lV: Pope 
said. 
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Is it worth the cost? 

AS THE world begins to digest further the 
platform for action that was adopted by the 
Beijing conference on women last week, the 
question that should be addressed is how 
effective this platform will be in bringing 
about solid changes in the lives of women all 
over the world. No matter how ambitious the 
objectives set out by the conference, little can 
be done unless countries of the world commit 
themselves to realising them. All that the 
conference did , just as the Cairo conference 
on population before it, was set the tone for 
the action that can be taken in the future to 
tackle the issues of women’s rights and 
positions in societies. But the platform is not 
legally binding, and there is no mechanism to 
guarantee that any of the principles agreed in 
It will be upheld. 

Hence is the question about the cost 
effectiveness of international conferences like 
the Beijing gathering. Millions of dollars 
went into the preparation and holding of the 
conference and the question is whether the 
nations of the world got their money’s worth. 

Since the United Nations, under the au- 
spices of which all these meetings are held, 
meets regularly to address urgent matters of 
concern to the world, why not leave it to the 
General Assembly of the U.N. to deal with 
women rights or human rights subjects or 
population issues. The U.N. General Assem- 
bly makes it a point to convene extraordinary 
sessions whenever there are pressing subjects 
to discuss. The international organisation 
also designates certain items on its agenda 
for urgent consideration every time it meets 
in New York. 

U would, therefore, seem redundant and 
costly to hold additional international meet- 
ings to deal with matters which can be 
adequately dealt with by these U.N. meet- 
ings. 

The non-legal nature of the documents 
that come out of international conferences 
outside the ambit of the U.N. makes' the 
whole exercise doubly questionable. The only 
way to make the resolutions of international 
fora outside the U.N. relevant is to reflect 
them in a treaty or convention forms which 
member states may sign and ratify in due 
course. Neither the outcome of the Vienna 
conference on human rights nor the results of 
the Cairo meeting on population have ever 
been translated into legally binding instru- 
ments. The same happened at the end of the 
Beijing conference when the platform for 
action was adopted by consensus. It is high 
time that the governments of the world 
reconsider their periodic resort to interna- 
tional conferences over and above the U.N. 
regular and extraordinary meetings. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

COMMENTING ON the expulsion of Palestinian* from 
Libia, a writer in Al Ra’i voiced appreciation of the 
Jordanian Parliament and the Arab League for conde- 
mning the action and culling on the Lihyun authorities to 
rescind the order. Ahmad Arafat said that condemnation is 
not enough and can by no means bring help to the people 
stranded in the desert or at sea. What is really wanted is the 
opening of the Arab borders before these unfortunate 
people and a return of the expellees to those Arab states 
which had supplied them with travel documents in the first 
place thus enabling them to travel to Libya, It is not 
reasonable for the Arab World to watch passively while the 
Palestinian people continue to be tossed around from one 
part of the Arab World to the other, facing one tragedy 
after another. It is true that the main crime was committed 
h> Israel, which drove the Palestinians out of their 
homeland in 194N and has been pursuing this course of 
action since then against other Palestinians in the occupied 
lands, hut the countries that close their doors before the 
expelled Palestinians also bear pan of the crime for helping 
Jo perpetuate the sufferings of their kinsmen. He said 
perhaps the expulsion will remind the world comm unitv of 
its responsibility towards enabling the Palestinians to* be 
repatriated to their Palestinian homeland. 

'HOLDING A referendum on the reelection of Saddam 
Hussein as president of Iraq without including, the nonhern 
Kurdish region in the referendum would deal a fatal blow 
to the unity and territorial integrity of Iraq, said Saleh 
Oallab. a writer in Al Dustour. it is not logical to accept the 
result of the referendum if it involves only pan of the 
Iraqis, excluding a large segment -of the population in the 
north and the "Iraqi leadership has to beware of such 
if <ler that could consecrate the separation of the north. 
. .aid the writer. The writer suggested the postponement of 

I the referendum until the Kurdish question has been 
resolved permanently, saying that the Iraqi leadership 
ought to curtail the influence of the president's sons and 
| relatives pave the ground for enactment of laws that 
I would introduce political pluralism and public freedoms. 
■ The wri* • said that holding the referendum without the 
. , v. . si ... .tie north is a mistake that will have grave 
consequences of the unity of Iraq. 
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Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


Discrimination at the Arizona iced tea 
company and the power of Arab Americans 


ANTI-ARAB discrimina- 
tion is alive and well at die 
American beverage com- 
pany that produces the 
popular drink, Arizona iced 
tea. 

Earlier this year the com- 
pany fired 21 of its sales 
staff — all Arab- American . 
The 21 were mostly sales 
managers and salesmen. 
They bad been long-time 
employees of the company 
who had previously been 
recognised for the signifi- 
cant role they played in 
making “Arizona Iced Tea” 
a national success. 

Until the date 1980’s the 
company Jiad been mainly a 
small brewery operating in 
the New York City area. 
When the company intro- 
duced Arizona Iced Tea 
into its product line in 1992, 
they turned to their Arab- 
American sales staff to push 
the new drink. 

The Arab- American staff 
marketed the drink by 
going initially to the over 
2,000 Arab-American small 
store owners in the New 
York Q'ty area. From there 
they were sent to Detroit, 
Chicago, San Francisco and 
elsewhere around the Un- 
ited States again introduc- 
ing Arizona Iced Tea in 
each community through 
the thousands of Arab- 
owned stores. 

As the company grew 
from a few million in sales 
in the late 1980’s to 400 
million today, the Arab 
sales staff were promoted in 
recognition of their efforts. 

One of the fired Arab- 
Americans, for example, 
had been promoted from 


salesperson to manager 
with 15 employees under 
his leadership, in recogni- 
tion that he had increased 
annual sales of Arizona 
Iced Tea In his area to over 
1.2 million cases of the be- 
verage. 

Success was only one side 
of the coin of the Arab- 
American experience with 
the Arizona Iced Tea Com- 
pany — bigotry was the 
other. The 21 fired men 
have complained that dis- 
crimination bad long been a 
part . of their relationship , 
with the company. 'While, 
for example, Christian and 
Jewish holidays were 
observed, requests of the 21 
who were Muslim, to be 
able to celebrate the Eid Al 
Fitr and Eid Al Adha were 
denied. 

Both management and 
other employees at the Ari- 
zona Iced Tea Company 
frequently made anti-Arab 
comments to the Arab staff. 
One of the fired Arabs 
complained that the Arabs 
were called “the animals.” 
another that they were cal- 
led •‘thieves.” 

They were taunted after 
the bombing of the World 
Trade Centre. One of the 
owners of the company 
teased the men saying, “Do 
anything but don't blow up 
the World Trade Centre 
again.” Others made com- 
ments to the Arab staff 
implying that they were re- 
sponsible for or linked to 
the bombing. * 

With the hiring of a new 
supervisor at the Arizona 
Iced Tea Company in April 
of 1995. the situation de- 


teriorated even further. Af- 
ter the bombing in Oklaho- 
ma City that supervisor 
made openly provocative 
comments about the Arab 
employees. He made fun of 
their names and suggested 
that they were responsible 
for the bombing. They were 
taunted with comments 
like. “Did you leave your 
bags in the Oklahoma 
hotel?” and “I hope I don't 
find a bomb in my mail- 
box." 

This new supervisor then 
proceeded to put in place a 
company-wide reorganisa- 
tion which he was over- 
heard to describe as “hav- 
ing to dean out all this 
garbage” — meaning to re- 
move the Arab staff. 

The Arab-American em- 
ployees were demoted and 
humiliated in an effort to 
force them to leave their 
jobs. 

When the. Arab em- 
ployees protested this reor- 
ganisation to the company’s 
owner they were told they 
should accept the decision 
or leave. After hiring an 
attorney to advise them, 
they were notified by the 
company that “all the Arab 
guys should come in to pick 
up their final checks.” ■ 

. This entire episode is a 
shocking example of the 
fact that despite the succes- 
ses that Axab-Americans 
•have experienced on many 
levels in American society, 
discrimination still exists 
and can be a real danger to 
the security of many Arab- 
Americans living in the 
U.S. 


A deeper lesson, howev- 
er, can be learned by the 
case and that is the real 
economic power and patent 
political power of the Arab- 
American community. 

In a real sense, the suc- 
cess of Arizona Iced Tea 
Company is the result of 
Arab-American marketing 
of the product by targeting 
the thousands of Arab- 
American stores that 
dominate the grocery busi- 
ness in several U.S. dties. 
With 2,000 stores in New 
York Ctty, 700 in Chicago, 
600 in San Francisco, over 
1,000 in Michigan and 
thousands more nation- 
wide, Arab-American mer- 
chants can become a real 
economic and political pow- 
er — if they are organised. 

They were organised to 
sell Arizona Iced Tea and 
they can and should now be 
organised to defend the 
Arabs who were discrimin- 
ated against by that com- 
pany. 

A conference call 
arranged by the Arab- 
American Institute brought 
together Arab-American 
small business leaders from 
six cities. They have agreed 
to work together to support 
this case. Beyond that they 
are also considering how to 
harness their collective 
strength to enhance their 
political, economic and so- 
cial impact in this country. 

We remember how the 
Arab-American store own- 
ers in New York were in- 
strumental in winning an 
election campaign for a 
New York state legislator in 


the 1980’s: Purchasing over 
100,000 shopping bags with 
the candidate’s portrait and 
slogan, they distributed 
those bags with the candi- 
* dates campaign literature to 
all of their customers during 
the days before the elec- 
tion. Later, the victorious 
candidate acknowledged 
that the Arab-American 
store-owners had provided 
the necessary boost bis 
campaign needed to win. 

The 350 Arab-American 
store owners in Cleveland 
employed the same tactics 
. to help Mayor Mike White 
with his first mayoral cam- 
paign. And in Chicago, San 
Francisco and Detroit the 
net#orks. of Arab- 
Americans store owners 
haveplayed important roles 
in meeting mayors and 
other candidates to state 
and local posts. 

The collective strength of 
the Arab-American small 
store owners can be a 
powerful instrument in the 
Arab-American commun- 
ity's campaign for 
empowerment. They can 
develop an agenda to adv- 
ance their communities’ in- 
terests, protest against dis- 
crimination, protect them- 
selves against violence and 
harassment and advance 
the community’s broader 
concerns. 

If'the success of Arizona 
Iced Tea and that com- 
pany's- unfair treatment of 
its Arab employees teacbes 
Arab-Americans anything 
it should be that the 
community has power and 
the time to use it is now. 


France has enough prestige without nuclear arms 


By Gareth Evans 

CANBERRA — '‘France is 
the most brilliant and danger- 
ous nation in Europe. Best 
suited to become in turn an 
object * of admiration, haired, 
pity, tenor, but never of indif- 
ference...." 

This week's nudear bomb 
blast 3t Mururoa Atoll in the 
South Pacific has given Toe- 
queville's epithet a striking 
contemporary resonance. 
France's leaders seem not to 
have grasped that the interna- 
tional community well- 
understands that tt now has an 
opportunity that may be uni- 
que — to work for the emerg- 
ence of a new. peaceful global 
order in which the threat of 
annihilation from nuclear or 
other weapons of mass destruc- 
tion does not plague the daily 
lives of individuals. Today's 
generation is demanding that 
this opportunity not be missed. 

War and preparing for war 
have rarely guaranteed a na- 
tion's security. There may be 
some historical logic behind the 
concept of France's force dc 
frappe. but many have difficul- 
ty in applying that logic to the 
same extent in today s rapidly 
changing world. The estab- 
lished pattern of strategic su- 
perpower rivalry is yielding to u 
more fluid environment, where 
economic interdependence and 
well-being are increasingly 
seen as key factors in the secur- 
ity of natrons. 

It is also a world in which no 
amount of nuclear weapons 
will solve the appalling huma- 
nitarian crisis in Bosnia, nor 
protect France from whuievcr 
threat it may perceive w its 


southern flank. 

The five declared nudear 
weapon states — the United 
States. Russia. Britain. China 
and France — agreed in May at 
ihe Nuclear Non-proliferation 
Treaty review conference to 
renew their commitment to the 
eventual elimination of all nuc- 
lear weapons and. in the mean- 
time. to exercise the "utmost 
restraint" in testing them. In 
return, the international com- 
munity agreed to' extend the 
treaty indefinitely, despite 
strong reservations from many 
countries whose national pre- 
ference would have been first 
to secure concrete steps to- 
wards nudear disarmament by 
the nuclear weapon states. 

Several days after the review 
conference. China conducted a 
large test, equivalent to 140 
kilo-tonnes of TNT. In June, 
France declared that it would 
resume testing in the South 
Pacific, lifting a moratorium 
established by President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand in April 1992. 

Now the first explosion in 
the scheduled series has occur- 
red. What son of signal does 
this send those countries that 
negotiated the delicately ba- 
lanced documents ut me treaty 
conference? What sort of signal 
does it send those same coun- 
tries negotiating in Geneva for 
a Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty? How much does it con- 
tribute to the cooperative 
approach that will be needed to ' 
bridge the large gaps that still 
exist among the negotiating 
states over issues of fun- 
damental importance to the in- 
tcgrity.of the test ban treaty? 

France and China both pumt 
Out that thev have carried out 


relatively few nuclear tests 
compared with the big powers, 
the United Stales and Russia. 
But all the nudear weapons 
states, as signatories of the 
non-proliferation treaty, have a 
dear obligation, defined under 
international law in Artide VI 
of the treaty, to work towards 
the complete elimination of 
nudear weapons. Nudear test- 
ing does not contribute in any 
way to fulfilling that obligation: 
It simply reinforces the already 
widespread belief that the nuc- 
lear weapon states are not $e- 


would-be proliferators to de- 
velop sophisticated, second- 
generation nuclear weapons. 

There is another reason why 
Tocqueville's language is so apt 
following France s decision to 
resume nuclear testing. The 
decision cannot be understood 
as other than a gratuitous 
offense against rhe peoples of 
the Pacific. France has turned 
its back on its responsibilities 
to a pan of the world dotted 
with small, developing island 
states. These countries have 
been prepared to accept France 


“War and preparing for war have 
rarely guaranteed a nation’s security. 
There may be some historical logic 
behind the concept of France’s force 
de trappe. But many have difficulty in 
applying that logic to the same extent 
in today’s rapidly changing world.” 


nous about eventual elimina- 
tion. 

The world looks to rhe nuc- 
lear weapon states to show real 
leadership by -acknowledging 
that the rivalries and dangers of 
the cold war. which spurred 
them to acquire nuclear capa- 
bility. are no longer dominant 
features of the contemporary 
international order. 

Right now. the frustrations 
felt around the world threaten 
the success conclusion of nego- 
tiations for a Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty, a treaty that 
would make it 'impossible for 


as- a constructive partner in the 
region. Australia welcomed 
French involvement in that 
light. 

Bui the testing at Mururoa 
belies an attitude that is 
obviously out of place in the 
1990s. Coming particularly 
from one of the great democra- 
cies. it has disappointed and 
outraged millions throughout 
the Asia-Pacific . region and 
beyond. 

There is.no inherent anti- 
French sentiment in Australia 
or among 'the Pacific Island 
states. There is no Anglo- 


Saxon plot on the pan of Au- 
stralia and New Zealand to 
exclude France from the re- 
gion. But there Is a strong 
communal sense of opposition 
to exploitation of rhe Pacific 
through the introduction or 
nuclear weapons and testing. 
The peoples of the region do 
not want to face risks, however 
slight or long-term their im- 
pact. to which the French gov- 
ernment refuses to subject its 
own citizens in metropolitan 
France. 

That position is not irration- 
al. It is the product of the 
thought processes of so many 
European and French citizens. 
We are all loath to see our 
children and homelands ex- 
posed to risks from nuclear 

accidents. or to possible long- 
term • environmental damage 
from weapons testing. 

France is great enough lo get 
alone without the prestige it 
attaches to its nudear weapons 
status, its technological bril- 
liance continues to be univer- 
sally recognised, not least in 
fast railroad systems, aircraft 
construction and electronics 
technology. Its international 
diplomatic role is widely re- 
spected. 

France should stop using 
yesterday's solutions for to- 
day's problems. Were it to do 
so. it would secure a much 
more influential and safer place 
m the world than it is attemp- 
ting to obtain by its outdated 
and unwelcome behaviour in 
the South Pacific, 

The writer is the foreign minis- 
.ter of Australia. This comment 
is reprinted from the Interna- 
tional lierjld Tribune. 



Flight or 

fright? 


WHO REMEMBERS the ■ 
pomp and ceremony at the - 
opening of the new inter- ■ 
national airport? So proud 
were Jordanians that- 
legends immediately be-’ 
gan to circulate around*, 
Ziziah: This, some; 
claimed, is where Qais, ; 
the most tragic Arab Joy- ; 
er. roamed and lost his ; 
reason when Laila re- • 
jected him. A friend once ; ® 
assured me with solemn • 
oaths that this was the site 
of an epic battle, where’, 
the ghosts of the slain rise 
and relive the scene every 
night, which prevents the 
catering department from 
serving night flights. 

Personally I was parti- 
cularly proud of more 
functional aspects: Toilets 
were clean, escalators 
worked, baggage carts rol- 
led smoothly and the sys- 
tem was straightforward in 
that Royal Jordanian 
flights took off at one ' 
building and those of 
other companies at the 
other building. 

First to go was the pub- 
lic announcement system 
which became unintelligi- 
ble, swiftly followed by 
the toilets which became 
impenetrable. Their 
odour deters all but those 
totally devoid of olfactory 
sense. None who ventures , 
there could ever believe 
that Jordan suffers from 
water shortages, because ^ 
the place is permanently - , 
flooded. 

. Next the escalators 
broke. Now they, function 
only when a VIP is due, ■ 
thereupon the escalator ; 
which he is expected to : 
use, is repaired, probably ’ 
by cannibalising other sta- ; 
tic escalators. Then the : 
trolleys became so unwiel- ; 
dy that many a passenger : 
preferred to lug his bag- ; 
gage rather than attempt ■ 
to manoeuvre the cart. 
Recently, new. carts were 
bought, which are leased 
for half a dinar, the ; 
equivalent of a long taxi 
ride. This is a lot of money 
■for half an hour's use of a 
trolley, particularly for a 
tourist who arrives with 
much baggage and not a 
penny of Jordanian cur- 
rency. 

At the departure 
lounges, a solitary soldier 
was stationed at an impro- 
vised barrier to check the 
passports of all passengers 
before they could proceed, 
to have their passports, 
checked at the check-in 
and immigration counters,- 
creating endless and un-* 
necessary congestion.- 
Assuming that his func-’ 
tion is necessary, why only , 
one barrier and one sol-d 1 
dier when there are* 
numerous flights and- 
many counters inside? 

Finally, the system went- 
berserk with all flights 
landing everywhere. You 
leave your car at the park 
adjacent to your terminal, 
only to discover that your . 
aeroplane is inexplicably, 
at the other end of the . 
building. So you come : 
out, pay the park atten-. 
dant, go the other park, . 
and pay again after you 
have received or seen* off 
your passenger. 

All these shortcomings 
are due to pure, un- 
adulterated baa manage- 
ment. It is not the shor- 
tage of funds, but of good 
administration that gives a 
new airport such an air of 
advanced dilapidation and 
inadequacy. This is coun- . 
terproductive. particularly 
when the country contem- 
plates a major expansion^ 
in tourism. The airport is', 
the first impression which 
most visitors receive of 
Jordan, and decision- 
makers should remember 
that one does not get a 
second chance to make a 
first impression. 
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Agriculture must 
be encouraged 


Non-governmental organisations play crucial 


By Tareq Masarweh 


IT IS rather unusual for the 
Ministry of Agriculture to 
take its dispute with the 
Ministry of Finance over 
the issue of dividing plots of 
lands for agricultural use to 
cbe press before submitting 
die question to the Council of 
Ministers. However, we 
believe that this is a new 
development which does not 
seem to be bad at all. 




Before going into detail, 
we have to declare in advance 
that we side by the Ministry 
of Agriculture in light of the 
Finance Ministry's drive to 
secure the authority of 
dividing any shared piece of 
land into units of four 
dunums each. The Ministry of 
Finance cited a 1995 law on 
fixed assets as legal grounds 
for its position.but made an 
exception for the lands in the 
Jordan Rift Valley and the 
Aqaba Region. But dividing 
land into four-dunum units 
will deal a fatal blow to 
fanning because it means 
transforming land into a 
commodity in accordance 
with the provisions of the 
law . If the Ministry of 
Finance has its way, who 
would be interested in 
investing in a four-dunum 
plot of land? 

The Finance Ministry, 
which is in charge of collect- 
ing state funds, prefers to fcee 
fast turnover in land owner- 
ships simply because it 
charges 10 per cent fees on 
the price of land in every 
transaction. In that context, 
its decision 'can be 
understood. But that min- 
istry's interest differs from 
that of the nation. 

According to statistics, 
Jordan has 4.5 million 
dunums of cultivated land, 
including irrigated areas. Of 
this valuable land, 1.8 
million dunums are located, 
within the periraetres of 
municipal and local councils^ 

boundaries. This means that 
this precious land will be 
covered with cement and 
asphalt in years to come. 


But unlike other countries 
of the world, we lack a law 
that controls land usage -one 
that assigns 'land for 
buildings , for farming , for 
pasture or forest zones, or 
even land that should be 
irrigated and others rain-fed 
‘(if they receive 400 mil Li me- ' 
tres of rain water annually), 
or land where artesian wells 
can be drilled. What is 
important is to have a law 
that does not fragment 
agricultural units. . 


Jordan's laws on inheri- 
tance and laws that enable 
local councils to appropriate 
agricultural land are actually 
killing agriculture. 

Add to all this a disease 
called academic education, 
which causes the migration 1 
of youth from rural to urban 
areas. We find that we are 
eradicating farming by 
exterminating the farmers, 
community. This is the 
catastrophe which the Jordan 
Valley is witnessing at the 
moment. 

Furthermore the employ- 
ment of foreign labour in 
agriculture has turned 
fanning into “agricultural 
business”, with the 
subsequent annual loss of 
cheap and surplus agri- 
cultural products. Basically, a 
family dealing with fanning 
should first produce for its 
own needs and then, sell the 
surplus in the market, and 
basically such farming 
involves all the family 
members in the task of 
cultivisation but, if need be, 
the family can enlist the help 
of a partner who could obtain 
his share through his own ef- 
forts. 

We have set up homes for 
oar farmers, which are not suit- 
able for and are unrelated to tra- 
ditional fanners, houses, and we 
have erected these homes on plots 
of land where fanners cannot 
inspect their livestock, in 
settlement zones which require 
farmers to take taxi to reach their 
land. 

We have also created a law 
which prohibits raising animak in 
villages, in order to safeguard die 
environment, and we have asked 
the fanners to set up hen pens 
outside the village boundaries and 
to set a sentinel to protect the 
hens. We are quite aware of the 
fact that cows live among people 
in Switzerland's villages. 

We must refrain from de- 
stroying agriculture the way we 
have been doing since the 1950s. 
If the Ministry of Finance is keen 
on collecting fees and more 
funds, it can create a “land fond” 
which ought to stop funher ■ 
■ fragmentation of land and allow 
people interested in . farming to 
become partners by buying their* 

( brothers' shares in the land so that 
sufficient areas of land can be 
economically viable for culti- 
vation. 

To those interested in de- 
veloping farming in Jordan, I say 
that agriculture is a 'national ore' 
like cement, phosphate and potash 
which continually yield profits. 

In addition to creating a land 
fund", the Ministry of Finance is 
invited to impose a special tax on 
unused agricultural plots of land. - 
Such a tax would force people to 
exploit their land instead of 
waiting for the opportune moment 
to sell them. 

It should be noted that the 
Ministry of Planning has given 
pledges to the World Bank — 
which acts as our legal guardian 
— that the government will act 
towards preventing any funher 
fragmentation of Jordan's 
agricult ural land. 

-AlRa'i 


role in advancing democratisation process — Ghali 


NEW YOR(U.N.) — Non- 
governmental organisations 
had a crucial role to play in 
advancing the process of 
democratisation, U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali said Monday in an 
opening address to the 48th 
annual Department of Pub- 
lic Information (DPI) NGO 
Conference. 

Democratisation served 
the cause of peace because 
h offered the possibility of 
justice and progressive 
change without force, he 
said, adding that NGOs 
themselves were a man- - 
ifestation of democratisa- 
tionr Non-governmental 
organisations could mobil- 
ise support for democracy, 
tfaev mold he ln bu ild demo- 
cratic institutions and prac- 
tices within and among 
states and they could moni- 
tor threats to democratic 
freedoms *£t home and 
throughout the world. 

There was an important 
role for NGOs in malting 
sure that the commitments 
reached at United Nations 
conference' in Rio der 
Janeiro. Vienna, 
Copenhagen, Cairo and 
Beijing were honoured, the 
secretary-general said. He 
emphasised: “You must 
watch. You must speak. 
You must insist. You must 
act." Building upon the 
themes of peace, develop- 
ment and democracy, posi- 
tive change could be 
achieved and the aims and 
aspirations of the United 
Nations Charter could be 
fulfilled: To save succeed- 
ing- g enerations from the 


scourge of war. to enhance 
the dignity of the human 1 


the dignity of the human* 
person and to promote so- 
cial progress and better 
standards of life in larger 
freedom. 

The three-day confer- 
ence. which will end 
Wednesday was 
opened by the assistant 
Secretary-General for Pub- 
lic Information Samir San- 
bar. The theme of the con- 
ference is, “The United Na- 
tions * at the turn of the 
century: . global issues, 
global actors, global re- 
sponsibility/* 

Also on Monday, the 
conference heard three 
keynote addresses. United 
States First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, in a 
videotaped keynote 
address, said that in recent 
years. NGOs had consis- 
tently played an essential 
role at United Nations ma- 
jor conferences. “You insist 
upon being counted on and 
accounted for,” -she said, 
adding that NGOs energy 
and commitment had 
helped shape the discussion 
* of significant economic and 
social issues. In addressing 
the world’s social problems, 
governments could not be 


France to play active role in MENA summit 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. De Charette, on his 
first visit to the Middle East 
after taking office in June, 
described Jordanian-French 
relations as unique and said 
the relationship was not 
limited to politics and 
economy as evidenced by 
die new cultural agreement. 

~ The agreement, signed 
for Jordan by Planning 
Minister Rima Khalaf, up- 
dates.a 1965 accord and calls 
for closer ties in the aca- 
demic and educational fields 
as well as archaeology. 

The French minister, 
who arrived late Monday 
from Egypt and left for home 
from Amman, said his coun- 
ty attached special signifi- 
“nce to its relations with 
Jordan and the Kingdom’s 
“Y fofc in the peace process 
well as regional security 
and stability. 

"The French 
government is fully 
commined to helping the 
economic development of 
l *ie Middle East — an 
essential element to consol- 
idate stability and security 
,n . fbe region,” said the 
roinister. speaking through 
an Arabic interpreter. "We 
are also particularly 
su PPortive of Jordan’s 
economic efforts." 

' fe Mr. De Charette said his 
■punuy will send its minis- 
of trade as well as two 
other members of President 
Chirac's, cabinet to 
me MENA summit, which, 
added, will make a “very 
l 8 contribution" to the 
roomie development of 
“fc «gion. 


"The public and private 
sectors of France will play 
an active role in the sum- 
mit." which is expected to 
-discuss several billion dol- 
* lars worth of regional infras- 
tructure and development 
projects as well as commer- 
cial ventures, he said. 

Mr. .De Charette said a 
working committee was to 
begin studying French debt 
relief for Jordan but did not 
give details. 

The amount involved in 
a debt-equity swap negotia- 
tion scheduled to begin in 
Paris this week is about $70 
million, which will be of- 
fered to investors at a dis- 
counted rate. Investors will 
receive the equivalent in 
non-convertible Jordanian 
dinars for investments in 
Jordan 

Several French groups 
have already shown interest 
in the arrangement and the 
appropriation of the amount 
is expected to be relatively 
quick once Jordan and France 
agree on the discount rate 
and other technical aspects, 
according to diplomatic 
sources. 

France holds about 5600 
million of Jordan's foreign 
debts of $5-6 billion. Pan of 
the debts are already resched- 
uled to periods extending to 
more ihan 20 years and an- 
other part represents aircraft 
lease payments due from 
Royal Jordanian, the 
Kingdom's national carrier. 

Central Bank Deputy 
Governor Michael Marto 
will lead the Jordanian side 
to the negotiations on the 
debt-equity swap beginning 


in Paris on Sept. 22. 

Replying to questions at 
the press conference, Mr. De 
Charette said Jordanian offi- 
cials had briefed on the 
“tragic situation” of the Iraqi 
people and the need to find 
means to alleviate their suf- 
fering. 

“The situation of the 
Iraqi people is 
dangerous...,” he said. 
“Therefore, the first priority 
is to find a solution to that. 

“Secondly, the govern- 
ment of Iraq must respect all 
United Nations Security 
Council resolutions, and if 
this takes place under the su- 
pervision of the world, then 
the time would beright to lift 
the economic sanctions on 
Iraq.” 

At the same time, “the 
sanctions will not be lifted 
unless the Iraqi government 
complies with all the resolu- 
tions of the United Nations 
Security Council,” he said, 
adding that his country be- 
lieved that Baghdad intended 
to meet all its obligations to 
the U.N. 

Replying to a question ■ 
whether France supported 
any effort to overthrow the 
regime of President Saddam 
Hussein in Iraq, Mr. De 
Charette said: “No. It is 
strictly an internal affair of 
the Iraqi people, and we do 
not involve ourselves in the 
internal issues of other peo- 
ple." 

He also denied chat he 
had sought a meeting with 
or had met with Iraqi defector 
Hussein Kamel Hassan. who 
. fled the Baghdad regime to 
• . Jordan on A wig. & 


expected to act alone. 
“Governments need you to 
monitor their actions, and 
to mobilise them to find 
innovative solutions to 
problems,’.’ she told partici- 
pants. 

In her keynote address, 
the Minister for Social 
Affairs of Spain, Cristina 
Alberdi, said people 
wanted to participate in the 
events and processes that 
shaped their lives; that 
energy must be channelled 
for the creation of new and 
fairer societies. The work of 
NGOs should be bolstered 
through the mobilisation of 
further financial and human 
resources. 

The Executive Director 
of CIVICUS, World 
Alliance for Citizen Parti- 
cipation, MikJos Marschall, 
said today's massive move- 
ment towards greater 
citizen participation and in- 
fluence was a new phe- 
nomenon. A strong, heal- 
thy and sustainable civil 
'society needed better visi- 
bility and understanding, 
more creative environment 
and funding. 

In opening remarks, 
Mian Quadrud-Din, direc- 
tor, Promotion and Public 
Services Division of DPI, 
stated that cooperation for 
development was part of 
the international language 
and expressed his confi- 
dence that NGOs, which 
were making major con- 
tributions in international 
cooperation, would cany 
out their responsibilities. 

Also addressing the 
meeting Monday, the chair 
of the conference, Premin- 
der Nath Jain of the Inter- 
national Mahavir Jain Mis- 
sion, drew attention to the 
unprecedented number of 
participants at the confer- 
ence and called on them to 
focus on how their orga- 
nisations could perpetuate 
the work being done by the 
United Nations. The chair 
of the NGO/DPI Executive 
Committee, Gordon Klopf 
of the World Organisation 
for Early Childhood Educa- 
tion. said that- the presence 
of NGOs in the United Na- 
tions tv as a demonstration 
of their commitment to 
have the organisation in 
their agendas. 

Also in opening remarks, 
Leona S. Forman, chief of 
the DPI NGO section and 
coordinator of the confer- 
ence, said that though 
.peace-keeping and peace- 
making might be the 
achievements most focused 
upon by the international 
press, in reality 70 per cent . 
of the United Nations 
. budget was devoted to so- 
' rial and humanitarian prog- 
rammes. Those program- 
mes served to lay the eco- 
: nomic and social founda- 
tion for lasting peace and in 


The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said Crown Prince 
Hassan, in his meeting with 
the French minister, under- 
lined Europe’s role in the 
Oct. 29-31 MENA summit.- 
Europe can contribute to the 
Middle East peace process by 
participating in the rehabi- 
litation efforts of the region, 
the Crown Prince said, voic- 
ing hope that results of the 
European Union summit, in 
Barcelona in November will 
complement those of the 
MENA summit. 

Sharif Zeid and Mr. De 
Charette discussed regional 
and international issues, in- 
cluding the Middle East 
peace process. Sharif Zeid 
praised France’s role in sup- 
porting the peace process and 
emphasised the need to over- 
come the obstacles facing the 
Palestinian-Israeli nego- 
tiators, particularly the ones 
related to Hebron and 
Palestinian prisoners. 

Sharif Zeid said removing 
such obstacles would enhance 
confidence in the future of 
peace between Israel and the 
Palestinians, Petra said. 

The prime minister stres- 
sed the importance of Jeru- 
salem as a symbol of peace 


which the NGO community 
was very involved. 

In a question-and-answer 
segment late Monday, Ms. 
AJberdi, in reference to the 
Beijing platfotm for Action 
adopted by the Fourth 
World Conference on 
Women last week, said that 
the question of resources to 
implement that document 
baa been a major focus of 
discussions during the con- 
ference. There had been 
agreement that the private 
sector should contribute 
with new and additional re- 
sources and that priority 
should be given to program- 
mes involving women. 
What had become clear in 
Beijing was the need to 
multiply the impact of 
women in society at all 
levels. She stressed the im- 
portance of the right to 
education and health as 
essential for the empower- 
ment of women in society, 
recalling that in Beijing for 
the first time women’s 
rights had been recognised 
as a human right. Female 
genital mutilation was a 
violation of human rights 
and had to be eliminated, 
she added. 

Mr. Marschall, also in 
reply to questions, drew 
attention to the need for 
guidelines about the right to 
association and the role of 
NGOs which might be help- 
ful to countries where 
NGOs have legal problems. 
CIVICUS had been estab- 
lished to bring together 
members of the civil society 
to see what they could do 
together. 


Statement by Gbali 


Secretary-General Bout-' 
ros Ghali welcomed partici- 
pants and observers to the 
DPI/NGO conference, 
stressing that “the United 
Nations is your home.” He 
said that non-governmental 
organisations were one of 
the strongest expressions in 
the emergence of the age- 
old human efforts to build a 
just community that would 
span the globe.. Today, peo- 
ple everywhere live in a 
global context. As states 
were recognising that real- 
ity, inter-state cooperation 
was increasing. But the 
peoples of the United Na- 
tions had been the first to 
understand that. Through 
their independently created 
associations and institutions 
they had over the past 50 
years created networks that 
today reached all around 
the planet. 

The great human goals of 
peace, justice and prosper-’ 
ity required everwidening 
cooperative effort for their 
achievement, he said. A 
•new framework must now 
,be built for a new century. 
That framework must take 


GCC to attend summit 


(Continued from page 1) 


Iraq and often tense ties with 
Iran. 

“The (GCC) discussed 
progress in Iraq’s imple- 
mentation of the Security 
Council decisions imposed on 
Iraq for its incursion against 
Kuwait,” the statement said. 
“It expressed great concern 
on the disclosures to the Un- 
ited Nations Special Commit- 
tee ... of the dangers of the- 
Iraqi programmes ..." 


Iraq has handed over im- 
portant information which 
could help decide whether it 
had destroyed all its germ 
warfare material, a senior 
U.N. disarmament envoy 
said Tuesday. 

Charles Duelfer, deputy 
head of the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) on 
disarming Iraq, said he had 
been given four documents 
during meetings with Oil 
Minister Amer Rasheed and 
other Iraqi officials. 



Boutros Ghali 


into account not only poli- 
tical issues, but also econo- 
mic behaviour and social 
and cultural aspirations. It 
must express present-day 
realities. It must express the 
■ ideals of a human commun- 
ity in evolution towards the 
future. The work of non- 
governmental organisations 
in every dimension of de- 
velopment was one of the 
United Nations proudest 
chapters and would become 
even more vital in the years 
ahead, he said. 

A subject at the forefront 
of the international com- 
munity’s agenda was coop- 
eration for democratisa- 
tion, he ' continued. Indi- 
viduals and groups were in- 
creasingly using non- 
governmental organisations 
as a channel for direct in- 
volvement in local, national 
and international affairs. 
The trend was positive and 
encouraging. It reflected 
the importance of democra- 
tic participation in human 
relations, and it helped to 
propel democratic proces- 
ses in international affairs. 1 

“Democracy and human 
rights are interconnected.” 
he said, adding that “just as 
• the concept of human rights 
is universal, so too does 
democracy relate to all cul- 
tures.” Democracy was not 
a model to be imitated by 
one state from another. It 
was an outcome to be 
shaped and achieved by 
peoples in their own distinc- 
tive ways. 

“Democracy was an 
objective. Democratisation 
was a process. Democra- 
tisation served the cause of 
peace because it offered the 
possibility of justice and of 


progressive change without 
force. . Democratisation 


served the cause of de- 


velopment because it 
opened the way towards the 
freedom of thought, ex- 
pression and action that 
were required for economic 
and social success in this 
age of information," Dr. 
Ghali said. He added that 
democratisation was a driv- 
ing force for progress on all 
fronts. Increasing popular 
demand for participation in 
governance, combined with 
growing realisation of the 
global problems facing 
states, had contributed to 
the growth of the NGO 
movement, he said. Non- 
governmental organisations 
were themselves manifesta- 
tions of democratisation. 
Non-governmental orga- 
nisations therefore had a 
crucial role to play in 
advancing the process of 
democratisation." said Dr. 
Ghali. 

Non-governmental orga- 
nisations could mobilise 
‘ public support for democra- 
cy, including by helping to 
put democratisation^ issues 
on the national agenda and 
keeping them, there, he 
said. Internationally, 
NGOs could work to over- 
come the isolationism and 
indifference that affected 
many countries today. Dur- 
ing the cold war decades, 
virtually every event in any 
part of the world was re- 
garded as significant. To- 
day, many rich and power- 
ful nations see no national 
interest in far-off problems 
and were inclined to do 
nothing when "non* 
strategic" regions sink into 
economic*despair or politic- 
al disorder. When states re- 
main reluctant, public opin- 
ion must lead the way. 
“Non-governmental orga- 
nisations are key,” he 
emphasised. 


for all, and called for respect I 
for all international resolu- 
tions on East Jerusalem. 

He voiced hope that Jeru- 
salem will be the capita! of 
the state of Palestine. 

Sharif Zeid also expressed 
Jordan’s resolve to join the 
Europe -Mediterranean part- 
nership, saying that Jordan 
will bold talks next month 
with the European Union on 
this subject. 

The prime minister refer- 
red to the package of econo- 
mic laws which has been en- 
dorsed by Parliament in its 
extraordinary session. Such a 
package wifi contribute to 
creating a proper investment 
climate, he said. 

The French minister said 
his country considers Jordan 
as a cornerstone for a region, 
enjoying security, stability, 
democracy and respect for 
human rights. 

Mr. Kabariti and his 
French counterpart reviewed 
preparations for the MENA 
summit, the latest develop- 
ments of the Middle East 
peace process and France’s 
role in supporting the efforts 
made to achieve a just, last- 
ing and comprehensive peace 
in the region. 


Iranian plane hijacked 


(Continued Cram page 1) 


tween “the terrorist hijackers 
and Israeli officials, which ... 
indicated a pre-arranged 
scheme with the knowledge 
of the Israelis." 

The passengers were 
driven by Israeli army buses 
to a lounge on the base where 
they were given food and 
water. Men and women sat 
on opposite sides of the 
lounge, and Israeli soldiers 
handed out diapers and milk 
for children. 

At one point, male passen- 
gers knelt in neat rows on the 
lounge floor for prayers, their 
faces directed east towards 
Mecca. 

Iran’s Islamic fun- 
damentalist regime regularly 
calls for the destruction of 
Israel, and many of the pas- 
sengers seemed startled to 
find themselves in the Jewish 


“I never thought that I 
might be in Israel sometime,” 
said Mehdi Darayali, an En- 
glish teacher from Tehran. 
"I’m very surprised to be 
here. I'm going to tell every- 
one I visited Israel." 

A woman passenger wiped 
tears off her face as an Israeli 
army doctor in olive fatigues 
checked her pulse. When he 
pushed back her headscarf to 
examine her eyes and throat, 
the woman cringed with 
embarrassment. She quickly 
pulled the scarf back over her 
head when the examination 
was over. 

In addition to the flight 
attendant, there were two 
armed men aboard the plane, 
apparently guards. The crew 
members, including the 
pilots, were Iranian air force 
personnel and were ques- 
tioned by Israeli officials. 

Sayed Davoud Sahibolnas- 


Dr. Ghali said non- 
governmental organisations 
could help build democratic 
institutions and practices 
within states and among 
states, adding that in many 
places, NGOs had become 
directly involved in the 1 
establishment of democra- 
tic institutions. For inst- 
ance, he said, in Cambodia, 
•NGOs had provided train-' 
ing to major political par- 
ties in political organisation 
and political campaigning. 
In many countries — in- 
cluding the United States — 
NGOs sponsored candidate 
debates, and played a lead- 
ing role in voter education. 
•‘And NGO participation 
was an integral pan of the 
global Electoral Assistance 
Information Network, 
coordinated by the United 
Nations. NGOs had be- 
come part of the fabric of 
democratisation and those 
activities were increasingly 
being conducted in coop- 
eration with the United Na- 
tions,” Dr. Ghali told the 
conference. 

He said non- 
govem mental organisations 
could monitor threats to 
democratic freedoms at 
home and throughout the 
world. If democratisation 
was to endure, he said, the 
international community 
must be made aware when 
danger to the process 
arises. It must come to the 
defence of democracy, but 
always with full respect for 
national . sovereignty. Di- 
plomacy that consolidated 
peace and democracy was 
the most likely to succeed in 
the long term, he sard, cit- 
ing the restoration of 
Haiti's democratic process 
as an example of what those 
common efforts could 
achieve. 

The secretary-general 
said that following the in- 
ternational conferences in 
Rio, Vienna, Copenhagen, 
Cairo and Beijing, there 
was an important role for 
NGOs in making sure that ■ 
the commitments reached 
at those conferences were 
honoured. “You must 
watch. You must speak. 
You must insist You must 
act. Driven by your efforts, 
supported by member 
states and building upon the 
themes of peace, develop- 
ment and democracy, I am 
confident that positive 
change can be achieved." 
He expressed his conviction 
that such change would ful- 
fil the 3ims and aspirations 
of the United Nations Char- 
ter. “We can save succeed- 
ing generations from the 
scourge of war. We can 
enhance the dignity of the 
human person. We can 
promote social progress and 
better standards of life in' 
laiger freedom," he con- 
cluded. 


sab, a 37-year-old dvil en- 
gineer from Tehran, said he 
and the other passengers nev- 
er saw the hijacker, who 
apparently spent the whole 
flight in the cockpit. 

Mr. Rabin denied permis- 
sion for the plane to land at 
Tel Aviv’s busy Ben-Gurion 
international airport, fearing 
the hijacking was a ploy and 
might be an attempted 
suidde attack on Israel. 

Mr. Rabin said he broke 
longstanding policy against 
meeting demands of hostage- 
takers and permitted the 
landing at a remote desen 
airbase after the pilot re- 
ported the plane was running 
out of fuel. 

“I didn’t want to be ... 
responsible for the crash of 
an airliner full of passen- 
gers," Mr. Rabin said. 

Mr. Rabin said there were 
178 passengers aboard, but 
Iran's official Islamic Repub- 
lic News Agency said there 
were 174 passengers and 
crew, induding 11 children. 


Israel, PLO study maps Croats 


(Continued from page 1) 


(Continued from page 1) 


Israeli army. 

— The Ibrahimi Mosque, 
which also houses a synago- 
gue, will stay under Israeli 
control at least for the time 
being. 

It was the mosque that a 
Jewish settler massacred at 
least 30 Palestinians at prayer 
in February 1994. 

Mr- Rabin meanwhile told 
the Jerusalem Post that the 
army will have freedom of 
movement in Hebron under 
the deal. 

He added that the Jewish 
senlers living in the heart of 
the town would stay during 
the five-year interim period 


of autonomy up to 1999. 
The negotiators in Taba 


earlier readied agreement on 
the mechanics of electing an 
82-member council to rule 
the autonomous Palestinian 
territories. 

Israel’s army radio said 
negotiators also agreed on 
Israel transferring S800 to 
$900 million in taxes and 
customs duties to the Palesti- 
nian National Authority. 

Still to be resolved are con- 
trol of archaeological sites m 
the West Bank, sharing of 
electricity and the fate of 
6,000 Palestinian prisoners in 
Israeli jails. 


Strobe Talbot who said on 
television: 

“The light here is red. It’s a 
red stop light. Stop the fight- 
ing. Go back to the negotiat- 
ing table.” 


The Bosnian Serb share of 
the country has fallen in just 
a few days from around 70 
per cent to 51.5 per cent — 
close to the division foreseen 
by a big power peace plan the 
Serbs reject. 

While the Croatian govern- 
ment appeared to bow to the 
pressure, the Bosnian gov- 
ernment’s position was more 
ambiguous. 
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U.S. private sector’s interest 
in Middle East seen growing 


HOUSTON — There is 
"growing interest" among 
the American private sector 
in the business opportunities 
emerging in the Middle East 
in the wake of the Middle 
East peace process, a senior 
U.S. diplomat reported here. 

The diplomat, the U.S. 
ambassador to Jordan. Wes- 
ley W. Egan. Jr., spoke here 
in an interview at the conclu- 
sion of a three-city, week- 
long tour by five U.S. ambas- 
sadors accredited to Mideast 
nations aimed at promoting 
business opportunities in the 
region. The two other cities 
where they made similar pre- 
sentations were New York 
and Chicago. 

“Altogether.” he con- 
tinued. "we spoke to close to 
400 American businessmen 
and businesswomen." He 
added: "It was a very useful 
exchange between ourselves 
and the private sector; the 
meetings went well." 

Besides Mr. Egan, the 
other four ambassadors were 
Edward S. Walker, Jr'. 
(Egypt); Ryan C. Crocker 
(Kuwait). Raymond E. 
Mabus, Jr. (Saudi Arabia) 
and Martin Indyk (Israel). A 
sixth participant, David Lice, 
was unable to join the group 
since his nomination as the 
U.S. ambassador to the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates has not 
yet been confirmed by the 
Senate. However, his senior 
commercial officer, Charles 
Kestenbaum, spoke about 
the potential for business in 
that Gulf state. 

Ambassador Indyk cut 


short his tour and returned to 
Tel Aviv aft.er Chicago re- 
portedly to Tel Aviv i after 
Chicago reportedly because 
of the sensitive negotiations 
under way between Israel 
and the Palestine National 
Authority on expanding 
Palestinian self-rule to the 
West Bank. 

The U.S. Commercial 
Officer to Israel, Barry ’ I. 
Friedman, spoke about busi- 
ness opportunities in Israel, 
and in the Palestinian self- 
rule areas which, he pointed 
out, are witnessing a building 
boom, particularly in Gaza, 
and the return of several 
Palestinian businessmen. 

The ambassadors’ tour was 
sponsored by the Commerce 
Department and the Business 
Council for International 
Understanding, an educa- 
tional institution that “initi- 
ates training and business 
activities aimed at enhancing 
U.S. competitiveness 
through commercial diploma- 
cy.” 

On this tour. Ambassador 
Egan said he and his fellow 
ambassadors were trying "to 
make sure that the American 
private sector is aware of 
those (business) opportuni- 
ties" in the region and of the 
help American embassies can 
provide should U.S. business 
take advantage of those 
opportunities. 

"In a more policy con- 
text," he continued, "there 
have been some extremely 
important successes in the 
diplomatic and political track 
(in the Middle East).” He 


cited the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty and anticipated 
agreement between Israel 
and the Palestine National 
Authority on expanding self- 
rule to the West Bank region. 

Hie ambassador was confi- 
dent that there will be 
enough American firms at 
the upcoming Amman Eco- 
nomic Summit conference, 
scheduled for October 29-31. 
from among the companies 
they addressed. He noted 
that of the 600 invitations 
available from the World 
Economic Forum, the 
Switzerland-based organising 
group. 150 were allotted to 
the U.S. private sector. 

"I do not think there would 
be any difficulty getting that 
number of American com- 
panies.” he said, adding, 
"the trick is going to be to 
make sure that they are those 
firms that can benefit most 
from the opportunities that 
are emerging by sector.” 

“1 think one of the things 
that the (Amman Economic) 
Summit can do for the region 
as a whole." he went one. “is 
to help bring international 
private sector representatives 
who have had no previous 
involvement in the region.” 

The process, he added, 
would then be to begin to 
educate both parties, the re- 
gional states and the interna- ' 
tional private sector, on how 
to do business. Ambassador 
Egan said the parties need to 
know "what the rules are. 
what the sectoral opportuni- 
ties are. and to begin to 


match-make so that a 
businessman from Houston. 
Chicago or New York is able 
to sit down with a Jordanian. 
Israeli, Saudi. ' Egyptian 
counterpart and negotiate a 
deal." 

It is important. Ambassa- 
dor Egan continued, that the 
people in the Middle East 
realise the "tangible be- 
nefits" of the Middle East 
peace process which means, 
he added, economic growth 
and development. 

By making sure that the 
U.S. private sector realises 
that there are business oppor- 
tunities that can be exploited 
or business investments that 
can be made, he explained, 
that, in turn, reinforces the 
dynamic of the peace process 
itself. 

The three-day Amman 
Economic Summit is ex- 
pected to bring together 
more than 1.000 government 
leaders and businessmen. It is 
-a follow-up to the Casablanca 
economic summit held a year 
ago which brought together 
Arab and Israeli political and 
business leaders for the first 
time. 

The sponsors of the up- 
coming meeting, the United 
States and Russia, are stres- 
sing that the Amman meeting 
would this time be focusing 
on the private and public 
partnership and more fo- 
cused than the previous con- 
ference in Casablanca. 

United S fa res Information 
Agency 


Israel minister says trade shifting 
to America from Europe 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s 
trade minister said Monday 
that trade was shifting from 
traditional ties with Europe 
to the United States and 
Japan in pan because of the 
heavy deficit with European 
states. 

Micha Harish. the trade 
and industry minister, told 
reporters that the .'growth in 
trade was weighted more to 
the United States than in past 
years even thoug&Tri absolute 
terms the European Union 
still had most of the trade. 

“In growth, there is a shift 
from Europe to the United 
States," be said in an inter- 
view at a luncheon for a 
North Carolina trade delega- 
tion. 

"Quite frankly, I am mak- 
ing an effort to shift imports 
from Europe to the United 
States and the Far East be- 
cause of our deficit in the 
balance of trade with 


Europe, which is a S7.5 bil- 
lion deficit that I tell the 
Europeans it is impossible to 
accept," Mr. Harish said. 

Under pressure from U.S. 
Ambassador Martin Indyk. 
Israel has lowered taxes on 
imported U.S. cars and is 
easing bureaucratic barriers 
for food products as well. 

Mr. Harish warned that the 
trend would continue unless 
Europe took steps to import 
more goods from Israel. 

“Either they are making it 
easier for us to export and 
balance it or we are doing our 
best to shift our imports to 
places where we have a ba- 
lanced trade and this is the 
U.S. and the Far East, in- 
cluding Japan.’* 

Zohar Peri, a senior trade 
ministry official, said imports 
from the United States made 
up about a third of the S20 
billion in goods Israel brings 
into the country annually. In 


the first half of 1995. imports 
from the U.S. amounted to 
S3. 14 billion, a third higher 
than during the same period 
past year. 

The United States has a 
slightly higher share of the 
export market, accounting 
for about 40 per cent of the 
$14 billion in Israeli exports, 
according to trade ministry 
figures. 

Mr. Harish added that the 
exact dimensions of the shift' 
towards trade with the Un- 
ited States could not be mea- 
sured precisely because much 
of the new enterprise was 
joint U.S.-Israeli projects in 
Eastern Europe, where Israel 
has longstanding marketing 
experience. 

In the past. Mr. Harish 
said. Europe had been more 
thorough in researching gov- 
ernment tenders. 

"The direct influence we 
have is in government pro- 


curement. This is the place 
where the Europeans have 
had an advantage in the 
past," he said. 

"We have encouraged 
others to be more aggressive 
and systematic. Sometimes it 
is just a question of being 
aware of the government ten- 
der and making a good offer 
which the Americans and 
Japanese and Koreans can do 
as well. We are encouraging 
that." 


King Fahd urges Saudis to invest at home 


RIYADH (AFP) — King 
Fahd has urged Saudi 
businessmen to invest at 
home to support the domestic 
economy and benefit from 
greater opportunities created 
by his country’s latest de- 
velopment plan. 

Speaking during the week- 
ly cabinet meeting late Mon- 
day. he said the sixth de- 
velopment plan, announced 
by the kingdom two months 
ago. would guarantee stable 
economic growth rates and 
increased business chances 
for citizens. 

"The king praised the 
pioneering role of the private 
sector in activating the eco- 
nomy and called for exploit- 
ing its enormous resources in 
productive ventures that will 
enable it to contribute more 
to development and opera- 
tion of productive units in the 
country," the official Saudi 
Press Agency (SPA) said. 
Expens said the king's 


comments indicated Saudi 
Arabia was committed to car- 
rying out reforms designed to 
cushion the impact of weak 
oil prices. 

Saudi Arabia was hurt 
most from the decline in 
erode prices as it produces 
nearly 12 per cent of the 
world’s total oil supplies and 
its economy is still heavily 
dependent on erode export 
earnings. 

Bowing to pressure from 
the international monetary 
fund, Riyadh slashed its 
budget deficit in 1995 to $4 
billion from $10 billion in 
1994 after sharp cuts in ex- 
penditure. Spending cuts 
over the past few years have 
slowed down its economy, 
forcing it to resort to the 
private sector. 

“The king called on the 
private sector to continue its 
important role in positively 
affecting the economic res- 


tructuring plans in the king- 
dom and increasing its con- 
tribution to the gross domes- 
tic product (GDP)," SPA 
said. 

The Saudi private sector’s 
share in the GDP is currently 
around 40 per cent but the 
level is set to surge when the 
world’s leading oil producer 
and exporter begins privatis- 
ing its water, electricity, port 
services. national airlines, 
communication and other 
public sectors. 

Economists said privatisa- 
tions would be confined to 
national investors but they 
expected them to be success- 
ful given the vast resources of 
the Saudi private sector, ex- 
ceeding $100 billion in over- 
seas funds. 

King Fahd’s fresh call on 
Saudis to invest at home 
appeared to be intended to 
lure investors to finance the 
current 1995-1999 five year 


plan, which officials said 
would focus on upgrading 
efficiency, activating non-oH 
productive sectors, boosting 
investment and encouraging 
the private sector. 

The plan set an annual 
growth target of 3.S per ceni 
in constant prices, including 
3.9 per cent growth in the 
non-oil sector and 13 per cent 
increase in petrochemicals 
and other non-oil exports. It 
also envisaged investment of 
15.5 per cent of the GDP at 
the start of the plan, to rise to 
19 per cent later. 

"The kingdom is seeking to 
ensure investment opportuni- 
ties for all members of the 
Saudi society so they wj]| 
participate in the develop- 
ment of their country an d 
invest their savings in it,” 
King Fahd said. "We hope 
there will be stronger coor- 
dination between the public 
and private sectors." 


Governor announces trade office with Israel to open soon 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Gov. 
Jim Hunt announced Mon- 
day that North Carolina 
would open a trade office in 
Israel by Nov. 1 to promote 
technology and business ties. 

Mr. Hunt said he sees 
Israel as a springboard to a 
larger regional market in the 
Arab World which would de- 
velop as progress is made in 
the peace process. 

“We see a huge market 
here, far more than 5.5 mil- 
lion people (in Israel), and 
we think that is going to 
develop largely through . 
Israel where the stage of de- 
velopment is so much further 
ahead." Mr. Hunt said in an 
interview. 

Mr. Hunt, a Democrat, led 
a delegation of about 100 
business leaders, academics 
and state officials on the trip 
to Israel, which had about 
$110 million in trade with 
North Carolina last year. 

Israel’s Trade Minister 
Micha Harish said Israel 
could help open markets for 
North Carolina companies in 
Eastern Europe, where it had 
marketing experience. He 
cited the example of an Israel- 
North Carolina communica- 
tions venture winning a ten- 
der in Hungary. 

Mr. Hunt said one area 
that provided opportunity for 
business was the large infras- 
tructure projects that will link 


Israel with its former enemies 
in the Arab World. 

These will include electric 
grids, joint water projects 
and expansion of highways 
and rail links. 

For example. Mr. Hunt 
cited a possible future rail 
link from the Israeli commer- 
cial capital of Tel Aviv to the 
West Bank town of Beth- 
lehem and Amman. 

“We think this whole area 
is going to have a great eco- 
nomic future, and we want to 
have a part of it,” Mr. Hunt 
said. 

He added that the trade 
delegation would not visit 
Arab countries although he 
met with Jordan's ambassa- 
dor to Israel and planned a 
meeting with Palestinian 
leaders in Jerusalem. Visits 
to Egypt, Jordan and other 
Arab countries would have to 
wait. 

“In future years. I’m sure 
that we are going to be going 
to these other countries.” he 
said. 

He said the North Carolina 
Trade and Technology Office 


would open in the Israeli 
town of Rehovot near the 


Weizmann centre, an Israeli 
research institute, by Nov. l 
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NEW COURSES 1995-1996 
(1ST TERM) 

- Regular courses 

- Intensive course 

- Commercial Spanish 
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- Special course for the youth 
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THE Daily Crossword by William Canine 


ACROSS 
1 Moved 
posthaste 
5 Passage lo a 
mine 

9 Thaw 

13 Model Alt 

15 Plate 

16 District 

17 Expiate 

is Harald’s capital 

19 Anlelope 

20 Plebe 

22 Corroded 

23 Literary giant 

24 Opposed 

25 Artilleryman 

26 Samovar 
29 Was 

disrespectful 
3i Grate 
34 — Orange. NJ 
36 Normand of the 
silents 

39 Neckwear 
41 Milk sugar 

43 Cavalry sword 

44 Filler of a kind 

46 Peered at 

47 Moon goddess 
49 Mtsplay 

51 Sharpshooter 
53 Florence's river 
55 Justice Fortas 

58 Possesses 

59 Clerk 

62 Prior’s kin 

64 Porter’s kin 

65 Cease! at sea 

66 Was aware 

67 Lacerated 

68 Forty- 

69 “Jane — " 

70 Gusto 

71 Timothy or Tyne 

DOWN 

1 Scalawag 

2 Courtyard 

3 Abrade 

4 Puls on 

5 Take on 

6 Cashier 

7 — de Pascua 

8 Straps 

9 Name in China 

10 Gofer 
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Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 


1 1 Philippine island 

12 l.RS .e.g. 

14 Composer Franz 
21 Obscure 

26 Fighting force 
letters 

27 More orderly 

28 Maintenance 

30 Hun king 

31 Eng. med. gp. 

32 So! 

33 Bleeding heart 
35 Org. 

37 Comp. pt. 

38 Took charge 
40 Perry's creator 
42 Closing words 
45 Medics 

48 Synthetic 

50 “Laugh-In" name 

51 Word with up or 
down 

52 Children’s nurse 


F 

a : d['e 

A 

r u;t 
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B 

DSf 

B 

BOO 

Q 

HOB 

EU 


na 

□ 1 


s ■ c | rTa 


T I H | E | D 


I AID 


P| 


AM 



54 Change the 
reading of 

55 — Church 
Society 

56 Swiss city 


57 Access 

60 Healing plant 

61 Roman poet 
63 Sheepfold 

occupant 


THE BETTER HALF* 

ST 


B y Gla sbergen 





I’ve never had an out-of-body 
experience, but I’ve had several 
out-of-money experiences * 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| $ by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


VETEN 


^ Y 

□ 

□ 

□ 


eiWSTntuiiMKlaSvriM.ii 
M Rue flowed. - 


ENFLO 



□ 



SUCCAU 



□ 

□ 

□ 


C 

HERAB 




□ 

□ 


She charges a fortune 



HOW THE MOPEL 
CASHEP IN ON 
HER LOOKS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— at “ f i ill ” imii 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday s I Jun*** SKULK UNCLE FAUCET PLENTY 
y I Answer What the siring mechanics liked to do — 
TUNE UPS 



Andy Cap 



Mutfn’Jeff 







HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
DAY. SEPTEMBER 20, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll Righter 
Astrological Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Get in touch with your 
most important friends who 
will assist you in gaining a 
wish which is vital to you. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Use good judgement in 
some public or civic affair of 
importance this morning, and 
later today do not force per- 
sonal wishes. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) You have fine, new ideas 
today which are inspiring, so 
get tiie OK from higher-ups 
and put them in operation. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Your intuition 
is working fine this morning 
so use it wisely, and later 
today handle outside affairs 
well. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Cement better relations 
quickly with an associate to- 
day, and then make sure you 
keep promises made, even if 
you think they were not 
good. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You can carry 
through with plans made 
easily this morning, but later 
today your time will be con- 
sumed by an outside partner. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You arise feeling 
happy and will know how to 
bring more happiness into 
your life later todav and 
tonight. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You know ex- 
actly what should be com- 
pleted to make your family 
happier, so do it. Do not go 
m for very expensive plea- 
sures later today. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Get in 
touch early today with those 
who can assist you to gain 
your finest ambitions and 
confide in thernr 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) You have 
good ideas for adding to your 
assets with the aid of a big- 
wg, so carry through with 
them today. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) This is a good 
morning to go after what you 
need m a most positive way 
and getting it. Later don’t let 
your duties suffer. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) This is a good 
morning to plan a new course 
ot action which can make 
later today much brighter for 
you. 

Births tone of September: 

Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli 
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Business & Finance 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 1995 


r- ~ • 

lousiness 

daily 

Deal 


U . S . business inventory 
buildup sluggish 


A review • 
of economic news 
from, the Arabic press 


World Bank 
study: Many 
public entities 
are inefficient 
and ineffective 


ACCORDING TO a 
study by the World Bank, 
there are 35 public institu- 
tions in Jordan that provide 
basic and financial services 
but many of them are not 
effective and not operating at 
high levels of efficiency. 
Attributing the reasons for 
such a low performance on 
bureaucratic measures, un- 
competitive salary regula- 
tions and weak structure for 
incentives, the study also 
found that public institutions 
also suffer from weak finan- 
cial conditions due to pricing 
policies which do not cover 
the costs. The World Bank 
experts examined the energy 
sector and noted that tne 
organisational framework 
was not adequate. They said 
the Jordan Electric Authority 
was considered the organis- 
ing party and accordingly 
. both distribution companies 
in Amman and Irbid were not ; 
capable of operating with a j 
certain degree of independ- 
ence that would allow them | 
to adopt higher efficiency ; 
measures. i 

The study found that the 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration was not capable of 
facing the increasing de- 
mands of an economy that 
was becoming increasingly 
more information-intensive. 
In addition, the study said, 
the quality of the service was 
not satisfactory. "The cor- 
poration's current structure 
hinders private participation 
and competition and, being*? 
public institution subject to | 
political effects, it has trot, 
achieved the level of efficim- 
cy and has not responded to 
support the development of 
an effective private sector.” 
World Bank experts evalu- 
ated the transport sector and 
singled out the Civil Aviation 
Authority as being effective 
with good management. 
They described Royal Jorda- 
nian as “now bankrupt.” hav- 
ing suffered losses. The ex- 
perts said that a study had 
been done to privatise it but 
there has not been any deci- 
sion on privatising the airline 
(A1 Aswaq). 

THE DEVELOPMENT 
and Employment Fund 
(DEF) extended 457 loans 
totalling JD 2.17 million dur- 
ing the first eight months of 
this year. The loans were 
spread over 186 sectors. Am- 
man Govemorate had the 
lion's share of these loans 
with 165 projects taking JD I 
-911,525. Irbid ranked 
second, with 96 projects re- 
ceiving JD 407,420. and Zar- 
qa in third place with 33 
projects benefitting from JD 
140.605. Other beneficiaries 
.in Balqa. Maan. Karak.- 
Tafileh, Mafraq. Madaba, 
Ajloun, Jerash and Aqaba, 
^accounting for the rest of the 
-loans. The DEF general man- 
ager expects to need JD 3 
million to finance the fund's 
direct operations until the 
end of this year (A1 Dus- 
tour). 

J 

A TOTAL of 373 com- 
panies with an overall JD 
58.8. million capital was reg- 
istered at the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade last 
month compared to 360 com- 
panies capitalised at JD 35.0 
million during the same 
month of last year. The 68.1 
per cent increase was artri- 
.buted to the registration of 
four public shareholding 
companies having a total 
capital of JD 46.5 million. 
According to the ministry’s 
monthly statistics, a total of 
82 companies, capitalised at 
JD 526,000, was dissolved. 
The number of companies 
having foreign partnerships 
which registered in August 
was ten companies carrying a 
JD 2.8 million capital. The 
foreign equity amount to JD 
L05 million or 50.7 per cent 
(A1 Aswaq). 

ACCORDING TO 
°. f Labour sources. 
Ji.uuti Syrians were working 
m Jordan at the end of May 
15 year. The number of 
31 lhe 53,116 

DuUr!; 000 workers (A1 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
U.S. businesses built up their 
stocks in July at the slowest 
pace in seven months, accom- 
modating sluggish sales. 

The Commerce Depart- 
ment said Monday that stocks 
in factories and stores rose in 
July for the 16th straight 
month. But the 0.3 per cent 
gain was the smallest since an 
identical gain in December 
and was less than analysts 
expected. 

“This is pretty good news 
iflMerms of the economy. It 
does suggest accumulation is 
slowing,” said James Ann- 
able of the Hist National 
Bank of Chicago. ”But it puts 


another nail in the coffin of 
an interest-rate cut.” 

Mr. Annable said the 
Federal Reserve probably 
welcomes the inventory slow- 
down. anticipating that con- 
sumer demand mil be adequ- 
ate to match factory produc- 
tion. That would weaken 
arguments for lower interest 
rates to stimulate demand. 

Federal Reserve policy- 
makers meet Sept. 36 to re- 
view the economy and decide 
whether to cut interest rates. 
They have left them un- 
changed since July 6 when 
the Central Bank cut a key 
rate for the first time in near- 
ly three years. 


Court deals blow to 
Beirut bourse reopening 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
Highest Court said on Tues- 
day the Beirut Stock Ex- 
change committee had failed 
to consult with the necessary 
authorities in drafting new 
internal regulations for the 
exchange. 

In a preliminary opinion on 
the draft regulations that 
appeared to rule out the mar- 
ket's planned September 25 
reopening, the Council of 
State ruled that five institu- 
tions including the Bank* of 
Lebanon and the Stockbrok- 
ers* Association must be con- 
sulted on the issue. 

‘The opinion of these ex- 
perienced people is essential 
in light of the professional 
and technical nature of 


bourse operations.” the court 
said. 

Beirut Stock Exchange 
_ Chairman Gabriel Sehnaoui 
told Reuters last week the 
market could not reopen 
without judicial and cabinet 
approval of the new regula- 
tions. He was not immediate- 
ly available for comment on 
the court’s decision. 

The official national news 
agency said in a late-night 
report on Monday that Mr. 
Sehnaoui „ and the exchange 
committee 'fold Prime Minis- 
ter Rafik A1 Hariri on Mon- 
day night the bourse was 
ready to reopen on Septem- 
ber 25 after a 12-year shut- 
down. 
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in co-opnracann with 

Cairo Amman Bank 
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1.1047 
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0.4617 
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0.1404 

0. 7407 

6.6199 

0.6933 

0.4300 * 
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Carrene? 
Bahraini Dinar 
Lehnnes* Ura*" 
S«ndi Riyal 
Kuwaiti Dinar 
Qatari Kiyal 
Egyptian Found 
Oman Wyal 
UaE Dirham 
Greek Drachma* 
Cypriot Pound 


Bid 

J.fSOO 

Oner 

7.8930 

0.043560 

0.044250 

0.1903 

0.1979 

2.2950 

2.3355 

0.1957 

0.1964 

0.2000 

0*2180 

1.6460 

7.2530 

0.194! 

0.1950 

0.2615 

0.3750 

1.4925 

1.5875 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London foreign exchange and' 
bullion markets Tuesday. 


One U.S. dollar 


1.3618/28 

1.4870/80 

1.6654/64 

1.2068/78 

30.58/62 

5.1119/69 

1616.6/7.6 

104.29/39 

7.1760/60 

6.4920/70 

5.7610/60 


One Sterling £1.5448/58 
One ounce of gold S385J0/3S5.80 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


The stock market retreated 
sharply Monday, but there 
was little response to the 
inventory report. The Dow 
Jones industrial average fell 
32 points by midafternoon. 

The Commerce Depart- 
ment said inventories totalled 
a seasonally adjusted S962.8 
billion in July, up from 
$960.2 billion. 

Stockpiles .increased 0.4 
per cent m June and 0.5 per 
cent in May. They have been 
growing modestly as the eco- 
nomy has slowed to a crawl. 

Inventories have not fallen 
since March 1994. 

The Commerce Depart- 
ment also said sales fell 1.2 
per cent in July after rising 
0.7 per cent in June. Sales 
were 6.6 per cent higher than 
July 1994. 

The government reported 
last week that retail sales rose 
0.6 per cent in August, most 
of it due to surging car sales 
and leases as dealers offered 
sharp discounts to cut stocks. 

The increase in July inven- 
tories included a 0.3 per cent 
rise in interest-sensitive dur- 
able goods, such as cars and 
household appliances. 
Durable-goods inventories 
are 9 per cent higher than a 
year earlier. 

Stock of nondurable goods 
such as food and fuel rose 0.2 
per cent and were 7 per cent 
higher than a year earlier. 

Sales in July were at a 
seasonally adjusted S675 bil- 
lion. down from S683 billion 
the previous month. 


Israel Chamber of Commerce: Arab 
market too small to provide peace bonanza 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Israeli 
economic ties with the Arab 
World will cement peace but 
will not provide Israel with a 
major market.- the head of 
Israel’s Chamber of Com-, 
merce said Monday. 

“At the end of the day, the 
real economic dividends for 
Israel will not come from 
economic cooperation either 
with the Arab countries or 
with the Palestinians. They 
are very small markets.” 

“Where the dividends of 
peace will come from and 
already came from is from 
the outside world. The real 
bonanza of peace is here 
already as far as the interna- 
tional atmosphere...” 

Mr. Gillerman told a news 
conference rhat Arab mar- 
kets were too small to pro- 
vide a consumer marker for 
Israeli companies in the im- 
mediate future. 

He said Israel’s annual 
gross national product 
iGNP), of $80 billion was 
larger than the combined 
GNP of neighbours Egypt, 
Syria. Lebanon and Jorcmn 
— which amounts to only $60 
billion. Per capita income in 
such countries ranged from 
$900 to $1,000 — far below 
the $14,000 in Israel, he 
noted. 

Mr. Gillerman said talk of 
a Middle East common mar- 
ket was therefore premature. 
“It will take many years, 15 


Sudan announces end 
to subsidies on bread 


KHARTOUM. Sudan (AP) 
— The government 
announced Tuesday that it no 
longer will subsidies the price 
of bread, a staple in the 
Sudanese diet, and urged far- 
mers to increase wheat pro- 
duction to help reduce costs. 

The action — which had 
been anticipated for some 
time — came a week after 
university students and other 
civilians rioted in Khartoum, 
in part- over deepening eco- 
nomic problems. 

Sudan’s first vice presi- 
dent, Maj. Gen. Zubair 
Mohammad Saleh, made the 
•announcement at a meeting 
of governors in eastern 
Sudan’s Kassala State. 

”We are not providing any 
bread subsidy in the towns.” 
state-run radio Omdurman 
quoted him as saying. 

Government dailies quoted 
Mr. Saleh as urging the pub- 
lic to help increase agricultu- 
ral production “particularly 
that Sudan enjoys vast agri- 


cultural areas and abundant 
rains." 

He said the country needs 
workers in the fields, not in 
the towns. 

The action is part of a 
government effort to reform 
the economy and increase 
national self-reliance. 

The government of Khar- 
toum state recently said it 
would raise the price of bread 
from 20 Sudanese pounds 
(3.5 cents) for traditional 
Arab bread to 30 pounds (5 
cents). Some analysts expea 
it to go still higher. 

Khartoum officials cited in- 
creases in world prices for 
wheat. 

Khartoum is the nation's 
largest city, with some 3 mil- 
lion residents. 

With meat, vegetable and 
fuel prices high, the increase 
for bread will be hard on 
workers whose salaries aver- 
age 10,000 Sudanese pounds 
($17) a month or less. 
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to 20 years, until something 
like that can realistically be 
envisioned.” he said. 

Even so, he said that grow- 
ing economic ties helped 
reinforce the peace process 
and that the success of peace 
“still depends and will de- 
pend ultimately on the eco- 
nomic success of the region." 

Trade Minister Micha Har- 
ish said the peace process had 
given investors more confi- 
dence of a stable environ- 
ment and emerging Arab- 
Israeli economic ties had kil- 


led the Arab boycott of 
Israel. 

“We are flooded with busi- 
ness interest from all over the 
world,” Mr. Harish said. 

“The Arab boycott has 
practically collapsed as the 
result of the Arab-Israeii eco- 
nomic relations. They can't 
realty tell somebody not to 
trade ~with Israel when a good 
part of the Arab World is 
seen here doing business.” 

Mr. Harish said he ex- 
pected the next phase of the 
Israel-PLO agreement, which 


is nearing completion, to spur 
the Palestinian economy but 
only to a small degree. 

“I see a growth, a slow 
growth in the beginning, and 
then it will start to move up,” 
he said. 

Israel and the PLO are 
completing a deal on West 
Bank self-rule, an extension 
of the 16-month-old Gaza- 
Jericho autonomy. Israel also 
reached a peace agreement 
with Jordan and established 
diplomatic relations with 
Morocco last year. 
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Arabian Horse Show begins Sept. 25 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — It is again the 
time of the year when horse 
lovers can have a feast 
while organisers, headed 
by Her Royal Highness 
Princess Alia Bint AI Hus- 
sein. are most busy with all 
the details surrounding the 
organisation of the coun- 
try's most prestigious 
equestrian event — the 
Arabian Horse Show. 

The five-day event opens 
in Amman Sept. 25 with a 
big numbeT of international 
and local entries. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times and its sister 
Arabic daily Ai Ra'i, Prin- 
cess Alia, who heads the 
Jordanian Arabian Horse 
Society, said she was en- 
couraged by vast interest in 
the event on the local scene 
and hoped everyone would 
come and enjoy the highest 
level of equestrian breed- 
ing in the Arab World and 
the region. 

“It is gratifying to see 
that many more people 
have become involved and 
are interested in horse 
breeding. The increasing 
number of Jordanian en- 
tries clearly shows this. We 
also now have a good local 
cadre who have amassed a 
good deal of experience in 
organising such an event 
throughout the past years," 
said the princess, explain- 
ing rhar judges came from 
abroad only because any- 
one taking part with an 
entry could not be allowed 
to take part in refereeing. 

This year judges will 
come from Great Britain. 
Poland. Spain. Oman and 


Lebanon. Entries are com- 
ing from as far away as 
Australia and the United 
States. 

Held under the patron- 
age of His Majesty King 
Hussein, the Sixth Arabian 
Horse Show will be held at 
the Royal Stables in Hum- 
mar and will include a judg- 
ing course, an endurance 
race. hOTseshows and show 
jumping competitions. 

The 43-kilometre-long 
endurance race will start 
near the Umayyad desen 
Castle of Amra and end in 
Mouaqqar. The event will 
be concluded with the third 
Middle E-a s t Cham- 
pionships in which horses 
will be competing for the 
title of supreme champion. 

One of the main aims of 
the Arabian horse show is 
to enable horsebreeders to 
qualify their Arabian 
horses to take pan in inter- 
national competitions. 

Princess Alia, who has 
been an avid enthusiast of 
horsebreeding ever since 
the King gave her a pony 
when she was just two 
years old, was a main driv- 
ing force behind the estab- 
lishment of the Jordanian 
Arabian Horse Society. 

Based in the Royal 
Stables, the society's goals 
include: 

* to protect and suppon 
purebred horse at home; 

•ir to educate the public 
and encourage them to 
obtain Arabian horses; 

ft to provide guidance 
and instruction which help 
in preserving the Arabian 
horse and improve its com- 



Her Royal Highness Princess Alia with her son. Tala!, at the Royal Stables (file photo) 


ing generations; 

-ir to arrange for theore- 
tical and practical educa- 
tional courses concerning 
the care and breeding of 
purebred horses; 

ft to organise education- 
al courses for Jordanian 
judges to enable them to 
participate in international 
championships: 

ft to insure the availabil- 
ity of medication and all 
health requirements for the 


Arabian horse. 

Federation prepares for 
upcoming Cham* 
pkmships 

Jordan Equestrian Fed- 
eration spokesman Ahmad 
Abul Ragheb told the Jor- 
dan Times that prepara- 
tions were underway for 
participation in four up- 
coming competitions in the 
coming two months. 

The juniors will be taking 


part in the Samsung com- 
petition in Raqqa, Syria, in 
October. November will be 
a busy month as Hani 
Bisharat will represent Jor- 
dan in a competition in 
Saudi Arabia. Five com- 
petitors will then represent 
Jordan in the Asian Cham- 
pionship in Australia, fol- 
lowing which the federa- 
tion will organise a com- 
petition in Aqaba on the 
occasion of the - King's 
birthdav. 



Ahli lose to the Philippines 

AMMAN (J-T.) — Jordan’s basketball champions AI Ahli 
Tuesday lost their second match at the Asian Champions' 
Cup in Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia 86-80 to the Philippine 
champions. AI Ahli had won their first match 70-62 over 
Iranian champions Asfahan and will next face Taiwan 
Wednesday. 

Athlete dies in storm tragedy 

MONACO (AFP) — Ukrainian Oleg Tverdokhleh. winner 
of.the European 400m title in Helsinki last year, died after 
being struck by lighting, the International Amateur Athle- 
tic Federation said on Tuesday. Tverdokhleb. 25, was 
walking near his mother's home in Dnepropetrovsk when 
he was caught in a storm on Sunday. Attempts to revive 
him failed. He leaves a wife. Zvetlana. a medallist at the 
recent World Student Games in Fukuoka, and a four-year- 
old son. 

Kings acquire Marciulionis 

SACRAMENTO (R) — The Sacramento Kings acquired 
Lithuanian guard Sarunas Marciulionis and forward Byron 
Houston from the Seattle Supersonics in exchange for 
veteran centre Frank Brickowski on Monday. The trade 
was announced hours after the NBA lifted its lockout. 
Marciulionis will apparently back up All-Star mitch Rich- 
mond at shooting guard for the Kings, unless Richmond is 
traded, as is widely speculated. Houston will be joining his 
third team in four years. The 36-year-ord Brickowski did 
-not play a regular season game for Seattle last season after 
suffering a dislocated right shoulder in a preseason contest 
at Detriot October 27. 

Grafs father loses appeal 

FRANKFURT (AP) — The father of top women's tennis 
player Steffi Graf, accused of tax invasion in his manage- 
ment of her winnings, lost an appeal Monday for release 
from investigative custody. He had offered 15 million 
marks ($10.3 million) in bond. A magistrate in Mannheim, 
where Peter Graf has been in prison since Aug. 3, denied 
the 22-page request for release from custody and quashing 
of the warrant that provided for his arrest on grounds that 
he was a risk for flight to evade prosecution. The 
magistrate passed the application onto the state court in 
Mannheim, which was expected to make a decision in a few 
days. One of the arguments of defence, lawyer Peter Slania 
is that Graf is suffering unusual mental depression because 
of separation from his family. 

Rome discusses 2004 Olympic bid 

ROME (AP) — A government committee evaluating a 
possible bid by Rome for the 2004 Summer Olympics met 
for the first time Monday. The committee includes the 
undersecretary of the premier's office. Lamberto Cardia; 
Rome Mayor Francesco Rutellia. Italian Olympic Commit- 
tee President Mario Pescanre and two Italian members of 
the International Olympic Committee. Primo Nebiolo and 
Franco Carraro. The next committee meeting is scheduled 
for Oct. 2. Rome hosted the 1960 Summer Olymic Games. 
Other cities hoping to win the 2004 games are Beijing and 
Cape Town. South Africa. 

Inter want Ferguson and Cantona 

ROME (AFP) — Inter Milan president Massimo Morarti 
would like to sign Manchester United’s Alex Ferguson to 
replace Ottavio Bianchi as coach, the Corriere dello sport 
reported Tuesday. Moratti, still keen on buying United's 
wayward French star Eric Cantona, said Ferguson and 
Ajax coach Louis Van Gaal were the best in Europe. He 
was under the impression Ferguson was in conflict with 
United managing ai rector Martin Edwards over the sale of 
Paul Ince to Inlet, 


Dark clouds gathering over Blackburn 


BLACKBURN (AFP) — An 
air of crisis has descended 
upon Ewood Park, the mag- 
nificently renovated home of 
English champions Black- 
bum Rovers, amid specula- 
tion on Monday that Kenny 
Dalglish is poised to leave the 
club. 

Blackburn, crashed to theii 
fourth defeat in six league 
games against Liverpool at 
the weekend ; £fter their rp id- 
week Champions League de- 
feat by Spartak Moscow. 

Saturday's defeat at 
Anfield. where last May Rov- 
ers celebrated their first 
championship title in 81 
years, was also their eighth in 
13 matches. 

Dalglish did not attend the 
Liverpool match as he was at 
a wedding but there are now 
widespread Tumours that he 
is about to quit his mysterious 
back-room role at the club. 

Assistant manager Tony 
Parkes attempted to play 
down the speculation that 
changes are imminent at the 
club, saying on Monday: 

"We have seen it and read 
it but. if anything, it could 
have the reverse effect — it' 
could just fuel our fire. 

"We are only six games 
into the season and there is 
no great depression on the 
training ground, believe me. 


“It’s a matter of us getting 
our house in order as quickly 
as possible and the players 
are just as determined as 
ever." he added. 

Owner Jack Walker will fly 
in from his home on the 
island of Jersey to link up 
with the Blackburn manage- 
ment team at Swindon on 
Wednesday - for the League 
Cup second round clash. 

. Pressure is growing on 
Walker to stop the rot. either 
by getting his chequebook 
out for more signings or by 
making changes to the man- 
agement. 

Walker, a local steel ty- 
coon. has invested tens of 
millions of pounds in the club 
he has supported since he was 
a boy. 

Former Liverpool manager 
Dalglish dramatically quit 
Liverpool in February 1991. 
only to drop a division to take 
over at Blackburn a few 
months later. 

He guided the club to 
promotion and followed that 
•by securing the Premiership 
title last season for the first 
time since 1914. 

In the summer he became 
director of football, with 
loyal assistant Ray Harford 
taking charge of team affairs. 

Blackburn made another 
switch in rheir management 


strategy last week, with De- 
rek Fazackerley returning 
from Newcastle to take 
charge of the coaching be- 
cause Harford believed the 
players needed a new voice. 

It is this confusing chain of 
command that has led many 
to suggest that changes are 
essential if the dub are to 
bounce back from an atro- 
cious start to the defence of 
their hard-earned title.- ■ 

But the problems ai^'not 
restricted to the management 
structure with questions 
being asked about the side's 
rigid and seemingly one- 
dimensional style of play. 

The widespread view of 
Blackburn's tactical ingenuity 
is not charitable: 

Defend in numbers, soak 
up the pressure of the opposi- 
tion. break out of defence 
with a long ball to wingers 
Stuart Ripley or Jason Wil- 
cox — currently injured — 
and give the ball to England 
centre — forward Alan 
Shearer, who will score. 

But it was with exactly this 
approach that Rovers won 
last season's title in one of the 
most fiercely competitive 
leagues in the world. “If it 
ain’t broke, don’t fix it" is the 
philosophy that appears to 
have prevailed over the sum- 
mer. 


NFL files 

$300m 

lawsuit 

NEW YORK (R) — Nation- 
al Football League properties 
filed a $300 minion lawsuit 
against Texas Stadium, the 
Dallas Cowboys and their 
owner Jerry Jones on Mon- 
day in response to his spon- 
sorship deals with Nike and 
Pepsi. 

The suit was filed in federal 
district court in New York 
after a unanimous vote by the 
five team officials who com- 
prise the NFL properties ex- 
ecutive committee. 

The suit asked to order the 
defendants to stop violating 
their agreements with NFL 
properties regarding club 
marks and logos and to pre- 
vent them from signing addi- 
tional deals that undermine 
existing NFL sponsorship and 
licensing contracts. 

Jones announced a seven- 
year sponsorship deal with 
Nike during the team's open- 
er against the New York 
Giants on September 4 that 
will allow the sportswear 
giant to display its "swoosh” 
logo in and on Texas Sta- 
dium. 

In August, he signed a 
10-year. $40 million deal with 
Pepsi, although the league 
has a contract with Coca- 
Cola for exclusive marketing 
and promotional rights. 

"The Cowboys have made 
it dear through their recent 
actions and statements that 
they want to change the basic 
manner in which NFL prop- 
erties does business." said 
NFL properties executive 
committee chairman Roger 
Headrick, president of the 
Minnesota Vikings. 

"The effect of the recent 
ambush Marketing deals 
signed by Jeny Jones has 
been to undermine existing 
NFL properties sponsorships 
and contracts that were made 
on behalf of all 30 clubs and 
to inhibit NFL properties fu- 
ture arrangements.”. 

The day after the 
announcement of the Nike 
deal, the NFL said it was in 
violation of league rules re- 
garding sharing of revenues. 
NFL commissioner Paul Tag- 
liabue granted the Cowboys a 
hearing and the topic is ex- 
pected" to dominate league 
meetings beginning' Tuesday 
in Atlanta. 

Under the current licensing 
agreement. 30 teams split 
evenly the revenues gener- 
ated by licensing and spon- 
sorship agreements. 

Merchandise bearing the 
Cowboys logo was responsi- 
ble for about 25 percent of 
last year's total but generated 
just two per cent of sales in 
1990. when the team was 
coming off a 1-15 campaign. 

"Our sponsors and licen- 
sees keep asking us whether 
we are representing all 30 
NFL clubs, or just 29 in 
competition with the Cow- 
boys.” Headrick said. 

The deal with Nike called 
for all Cowboys players and 
coaches to wear Nike pro- 
ducts. even though the com- 
pany does not have a full 
agreement with NFL prop- 
erties. Nike Chairman Philip 
Knight said his company still 
is interested in striking a deal 
with the NFL. 


Court hearing, set to signal 
end of soccer transfer system 


LUXEMBOURG (AFP) — 
Jean-Marc Bosman is set to 
go down in football history 
but not for the reasons he 
dreamt about when he was 
captaining Belgium's youth 
team. 

At a hearing in the Euro- 
pean Court here on Wednes- 
day. the 31-year-old Belgian 
will find out if his five-year 
campaign to have European 
football's multi-million dollar 
transfer system declared 
illegal has finally. succeeded. 

If. as appears likely, a 300- 
page legal opinion that is due 
to be presented to the court 
supports Bosnian's case that 
the system breaches the rules 
of the European Union's 
single market, it will pave the 
way for a drastic shake-up in 
the’ way the game is organised 
throughout Europe. 

Not only will it overturn 
the system under which play- 
ers are bought and sold, it 


will also put an end to restric- 
tions imposed by UEFA, the 
European football union, and 
some national leagues on the 
number of foreign players 
each team can field. 

The report from Carl Otto 
Tenz. the German Advocate 
General, does not represent a 
definitive judgement but it is 
rare for the judges to over- 
turn the advice of the Advo- 
cate Generaf. In a case this 
sensitive, court sources re- 
gard such an outcome as even 
more unlikely. 

"The fact that the docu- 
ment is 300 pages long indi- 
cates that they have totally 
reviewed the system.” a 
source close to the case said 
on Wednesday. 

UEFA accepts that its 
rules breach the principle of 
freedom of movement en- 
shrined in the Treaty of 
Rome but argues they are 
necessary to prevent the 


game being permanently 
dominated by a cartel of 
super-rich clubs. 

A ruling in favour of Bos- 
man will effectively leave 
players free to negotiate their 
own transfers and entitle 
them to the receipts of their 
moves. 

Clubs would be entitled to 
receive compensation if a 
player moved before his con- 
tract expired but otherwise 
they would receive nothing. 

At a stroke, small dubs 
which have thrived by nurtur- 
ing young ptayers and then 
selling them, will be deprived 
of their finandal lifeblood. 

Big clubs too will be 
affected. Although a ruling in 
favour of Bosman will make 
it easier for them to use their 
financial muscle to spoon off 
the best talent available, it 
will also mean that they can 
no longer count players as 
assets, wiping millions of dol- 


lars off their asset sheets 
overnight. 

Jean-Louis Dupont. B os- 
man’s lawyer, rejects sugges- 
tions that a ruling in favour of 
his client need necessarily 
promote chaos in the game. 

"The transfer system and 
the foreigners’ rule are two 
sides of the same coin. They 
are not about the interests of 
players, they are about the 
interests of the dubs.” 

In his submission to the 
court. Bosman does not 
argue that the transfer system 
should be dismantled over- 
night. 

He wants the principle to 
be accepted and believes that 
an institution with the power 
of the European Court 
should be capable of working 
out a transitional system that 
would give the game time to 
adopt to the rules which app- 
ly in every other labour mar- 
ket. 


Jeel take on Yarmouk 
in 2nd division final 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Al Yarmouk and AI Jeel buttle for a place in 
basketball's first division when they meet in the second 
division final at the Jordan Basketball Federation (JBF) 

court tonight. , , _ 

Both teams had convincing results in the first round 
upsetting last year's relegated former first division teams Ai 
Hussein and Homentmen on their way to the final. 

The seven participating teams had been divided into two 
groups. The top two teams in each group qualified to the 
second round. Hussein and Guzzet Hashem qualified from 
Group A while leaving Ashrafieh in third place. Meanwhile 
Al Jeel and Yarmouk qualified from Group B leaving 
behind Homentmen and Karak. 

In the second round Al Yarmouk defeated Al Hussein 
105-89 while A I Jeel. the^hird division champions last year 
upset Guzzet Hashem 70-49. 

As the JBF is trying to reduce the number of teams in the 
country’s top division. Al Yarmouk and Al Jeel will battle 
for the only slot allotted for promotion. Despite Al 
Yarmouk's surprising 57-52 loss to newcomers Al Jeel in 
their first round match they seem io be the favourites in 
Wednesday's match as their players have gained valuable 
experience competing in the Under- 22 championship as 
they qualified with the country’s top teams — Ahli. 
Orthodoxi and Jazireh — to the U-22 final round which was 
played recently. 

2nd Division Results: 


1st round 


Jeel - Homentmen 
Yarmouk - Karak 
Homentmen - Karak 
Jeel - Yarmouk 
Yarmouk - Homentmen 
Jeel - Karak 

Gazzet Hashem - Ashrafieh 
Hussein • Ashrafieh 
Hussein - Gazzet Hashem 


62- 48 
70-18 
65-61 
57-52 
92-61 

63- 54 
52-50 

100-87 

77-39 


2nd round 


105-89 

70-49 


Yarmouk - Hussein 
Jeel - Gazzet Hashem 

JBF signs cooperation agreement 

Meunwhle the Jordan Basketball Federation signed a 
cooperation agreement with the Italian sports firm Kronos 
under which the sports equipment manufacturer will supply 
the JBF and national teams with sports gear and related 
equipment for the coming five years. 

In its meeting, the JBF also decided to cancel Al Aswaq 
basketball tournament and postpone the start of the first 
division championship until Nov. 15 due to the overbook- 
ing of the Sports Palace court. The second division was 
played on the JBFs court which has outworn basketball 
boards. 

The JBF also announced that the basketball team would 
take part in the Arab Sports Tournament due to be held in 
Lebanon in April 19%. The Under-lS team will also play- 
some friendly matches in Qatar next month. 


Premier League’s 6th 
week begins today 
Faisali, Wihdatelash Friday 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Kingdom's much -postponed Premier 
League soccer championship enters its sixth week Wednes- 
day with Al Hussein and Ai Qadissieh maintaining their 
lead atop the 12-team standings. 

Al Hussein have an 11 point lead and an unbeaten record 
in their past five matches. They are favoured to win their 
upcoming match against winless Sahab to further improve 
their record. 

However the hottest match of the week is titleholders A I 
Wihdat's clash with Al Faisali. Al Wihdat are now eighth 
but have two postponed matches, while Al Faisali are sixth. 

Both AI Wihdat and Al Faisali. the Kingdom's top two 
teams, ended their matches in scoreless draws against Al 
Ahli and Al Hussein in the past week. 

Al Ramtha next face Al Baqaa today (Wednesday). 
They lost their first match of the season 1-0 to Al Jazireh 
last week. 

Newcomers Al Russeifa are yet to end their winless 
streak when they face Al Jazireh Thursday, while in Irbid 
third-placed Kufrsoum play second-placed Al Qadissieh. 

Newcomers AI JaJiJ who scored their first win 2-1 over 
Russeifa last week next face wintess Al Ahli Friday. 

STANDINGS BEFORE 6TH 


WEEK 


Team 


W D L GF GA Pts 


Hussein 

Qadissieh 

Kufrsoum 

Ramtha 

Baqaa 

Faisali 

Jazireh 

☆ Wihdat 

Sahab 

Ahli 

Jam 

Russeifa 


2 
2 
3 
2 
1 
3 

1 

— 4 

— 4 

1 — 


13 

10 

5 

6 
9 

4 

5 

3 

4 
4 

6 
3 


3 
6 
3 
3 
8 
3 
8 
1 
5 
5 
14 
13 — 


Russeifa 81 h8Ve tW ° pOStponed “ atches wth Jazireh and 


Atlanta flooded with ticket requests 

ATLANTA (R) -- Organisers of the 1996 Atlanta O 
pics said on Monday that 2.7 million tickets had air 
been snapped up 10 months ahead of the biggest gam 
history. Announcing the results of a ticket IcKery Atl 
Committee for the Olympic Games (ACOS) official ■ 
Anderson said there had been 326 000 order* fmm 
United States for .be 540 se^ionfm 26 S ^m ^ 

he U S We SaI»o« e The average cus.omer’^ondh 

ci inn S -^| A J madc an order for 17 tickets w 
$1,100. said Anderson. "With these 

SSLS a " £W olym * -5? rtr.’ 



"[CINEMA 


TEL: 634144 


PHILADELPHIA 

Isabelle Adjani 
in 

La Kerne 
Margot 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:00. 8:30. 10:45 


TELf "699238 

PLAZA 

Bruce Willis 
in 

Die Hard III 

Shows: 1230. 330, 630. 830. 1030 


CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “1" 

Adel Imam & Yusra 
Birds of the Darkness 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 1230, 330. 6, 8:15, 10:45 

CONCORD “2” 
Police Academy 

“Mission to Moscow" 

. Shows: 4. 6, 8, 10 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 * 4518275 

MUSA HI JAZIN : 
“Sumaa"’ 

IN 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
. written & directed by 
. Mohammed Shawaqfeh 


Al Mashini Theatre f NaM & Hisham's 
TEL: 675571 

performances 
will seize 
starting of today 
until further 
notice 


Teh 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


presents 


(Ahlan 1 
Weici 
Normali 

Shows start i 
For reservatio: 
tel. 625151 
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Sports 

China shrugs off new drug 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Chinese competitors will 
have no problem passing 
drug tests at the Asian Athle- 
tics Championships despite a 
new doping scandal for the 
country, a Chinese sports 
leader said Tuesday. 

Du Xinjie was stripped of 
her World Student Games 
400m silver medal after fail- 
ing a test in Fukuoka. Japan, 
last month, the International 
University Sports Federation 
(FISU) announced in Brus- 
sels. 

But Huang Zhi. secret- 
ary general of the Chinese 
Athletic Association, told 
AFP he expected no drug 
problems at the Jakarta 
championships from Wednes- 
day to Saturday. 

“I think we should pass 
because we are very strict 
with the doping. We' should 
pass the control.” Zhi said. 

FISU said it had been in- 
formed by the Mitsubishi 


Kagaka Bio-Clinical labor- 
atories in Tokyo that traces 
of the stimulant strychnine 
had been found in Du's sam- 
ple after the 400m. 

Du retains the 200m gold 
medal she won two days be- 
fore the 400m because she 
provided a negative sample 
for that event. 

The failure came at a bad 
time for China who expect a 
strong performance at the 
Asian championships where 
they are led by Wang Junxia. 
the world 1 0.000m record 
holder, in an attempt to shrug 
off the drugs nightmare of 
last year's Asian Games in 
Hiroshima when 1 1 Chinese 
competitors failed tests. 

But an athletics official in 
Beijing denied that the fifth 
Chinese competitor to be 
caught using drugs this year 
proved China had failed to 
bring drug use under control. 

“It's an isolated' case and 


Du Xiujie is not a member of 
the national team.” said an 
official who insisted recently 
instituted laws cracking down 
on drug use would he en- 
forced. 

Meanwhile. Indonesian 
business tycoon Mohamad 
(Bob) Hasan was elected un- 
opposed to a second four- 
year term as president of the 
Asian Amateur Athletics 
Association (AAAA) on 
Tuesday. 

Contenders from Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia withdreaw 
their nominations and Hasan 
commented: "Usually in 
Asia, unity is the most impor- 
tant thing. That's how we 
progress." 

Hasan said the AAAA was 
considering offering incen- 
tives to winning athletes in an 
attempt to make the Asian 
championships more presti- 
gious. 

~We are following a wori- 



Worfd chess champion Garry Kasparov of 
Russia watches his opponent Vishy Anand of 
India at the be ginning of their fifth game of the 


World Chess Championship in New York 
(AFP photo) 


Kasparov and Anand 
draw fifth game in a row 


NEW YORK (AP) — The Each win scores a point and a 
fifth game of the Professional draw, a half-point. In the 
Chess Association world ‘ .event of a 1(M0 tie, Kasparov 
championsbipjj^ejered’ our 0= J retains his 'world-champion 
a draw Monday when chal- title. Held since 1985. 
lenger Viswanathan Anapd^f* „ Australian grandmaster 
avoided an opening Tor a Ian Rogers said the quiet 


razor-sharp attack against 
title-holder Garry Kasparov. 

After five matches, all 
drawn, the score in the 20- 
game contest being held at 
the 107th floor of the World 
Trade Centre is tied at 2.5 
points apiece. 

“He’s definitely playing 
safe, that’s for sure,” Kaspar- 
ov. who played with the black 
pieces, said' after the game. 

But Kasparov didn’t find 
the slow pace unusual. He 
said that playing chess was 
“not a sprint like 100-metres. 
It’s a long, long run.” 

. The winner of the 
marathon contest would be 
the first to score 10.5 points. 


start to the contest from two 
players renowned for their 
wild attacking games was dis- 
appointing chess fans. 

“They’re bailing out. If 
they get no advantage point, 
it’s a pity.” said Rogers. “It’s 
not really great value for 
spectators at the moment, 
but as soon as someone wins 
a game, this match should 
liven up considerably.” 

When play began, the play- 
ers rapidly followed the first- 
moves of Thursday’s third 
game until Kasparov played a 
new move with his four- 
teenth. 

In a balanced position with 
attacking chances for both 
sides. Anand, playing white. 


thought for more than half an 
hour. He finally rejected a 
pawn thrust in the centre -of 
the board that .experts said 
would be dangerous for Kas- 
parov. 

Kasparov quickly counter- 
attacked on the queenside 
and Anand was forced to 
move his pieces defensively 
to keep his chances equal. 

In the final position. Kas- 
parov is ahead a knight, but 
Anand can capture that 
piece, leading to an equal 
endgame. 

The sixth game in the 
match is scheduled with Kas- 
parov playing with the advan- 
tage of white. 

The winner of the contest 
receives $1 million, the loser 
$500,000. 

Kasparov, 32, of Russia, 
has held the world cham- 
pionship since 1985. Anand. 
25, is from Madras. India. 


Baseballs’ Major League results 


American League 


National League 


City 
Minnesota 
Milwaukee 
Baltimore 
New York 
Cleveland 
Oakland 
Seattle 


16 

10 

6 

6 

9 

n 

4 

8 


Minnesota 

Kansas City 

Boston 

Detroit 

Toronto 

Chicago 

California 

Texas 


7 (1st gjunel 
4 (2nd gune) 
1 
2 
2 
T 

0 

1 


Cincinnati 7 

Philadelphia 13 

SC Louis 4 

Atlanta 7 

Houston 3 

Colorado 5 


Montreal 
Florida 
Pittsdburgh 
New York 
Chicago 
San Diego 


4 

ie 

2 

1 

I 

1 


in Tstf ee) , 
>e\cotf e I 
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Algerians 

face 

sanctions 
at All 
Africa 
Games 

BULAWAYO, Zimbabwe 
(AFP) — Sanctions are to be 
"taken against Algeria's foot- 
ball team after the final whis- 
braw i in their All Africa 
Games match against 
Guinea. 

u It was disgraceful.” said 
official of the African 
football Confederation 
(AFC) on Tuesday. “We will 
be building a meeting to de- 
ade what sanctions to take 
against Algeria.” 

The instant Zimbabwean 
j. referee Felix Tangawarima 
agnalled the end of the Mon- 
day game, which Algeria lost 
2*0 and failed to reach the 
semi-final,, the Algerian play- 
ers began attacking the 
Guinea team. 

Fists and boots were flying 
ft took police three mi- 
tox* to break up the fights 
*nd dear the pitch. 
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doubts 

dwide trend. We are follow- 
ing the International Olympic 
Committee, the International 
Amateur Athletic Federa- 
tion. 

“In the coming years we 
need to have some incentive 
for athletes, but we are still 
discussing how we can do 
that.” he said. 

Prince Khalid Bin Thani 
Al-Thani of Qatar was 
elected senior vice president 
of the .AAAA council. The 
six vice presidents are: Lou 
Dapeng .(China). Hideyuki 
Sasaki (Japan). Park Jung Ki 
(Korea). Mohammad Abdul- 
lah Bassnawi (Saudi Arabia) 
and Major General Lertrata- 
na Ratanavanice (Thailand). 

Vladimi t Zykov of 
Kazhakstan was elected as 
one of eight new individual 
members. The council was 
expanded from 14 to 16 mem- 
bers to accomodate the new 
ex-Russian states. 


FIFA 

issues 

soccer 

rankings 

ZURICH (AFP) — FIFA foot- 
ball rankings published on 
Tuesday (August position in 
brackets : ■ 



points 

-Brazil 

68.42 

Spain (3) 

59.69 

Germany (4) 

59.28 

Norway (2) 

58.86 

Italy (6) 

58.10 

Argentina (5) 

57.80 

Denmark 

57.51 

Russia 

56.75 

Mexico (10) 

54.93. 

Switzerland (II) 

54.41 

BnJgaria(12) 

54.40 

Portugal (9l 

54.17 

Colombia 

53.53 

Romania 

53.14 

Sweden 

52.84 

France (18) 

52.83 

Netherlands 

51.25 

USA (19) 

50.09 

Czech Rep (27) 

49.32 

Ireland (16) 

49.26 

Egypt. ... 

.. 48.95. 

Uruguay (20) 

48.68 

Zambia (26| 

47.57 

Scotland (23) 

47.56 

Ghana (24) 

47.53 

England (22) 

47.04 

Tunisia (25) 

46.83 

Poland 

46.75 

Turkey (31) 

46.43 

Greece 

4630 


Unfurnished House 
for Rent 

Second floor of a villa, 
consisting of three 
bedrooms, three salons, 
two bathrooms, kitchen. 
Location: Jabal Amman, 
4th Circle, with full 
independent services, 
central heating and 
telephone. 

Annual Rent JD 5500 

Please call 
tel. 641378, 641747. 



Argentinian soccer great Diego Maradona (1st row 2nd Eric Cantona, Abede Pele (3rd). Standing, from left, Tomas 
from right) poses in Paris with players after unveiling plans Brolin, Laurent Blanc (2nd), Rai (3rd), Gianluca ViaUH5th) 
for a worldwide soccer players union. First row, from (eft, and George Weah (7th) (AFP photo) 

Maradona announces creation 
of World Footballers’ Union 


PARIS (AP) — Backed by other leading world players. 
Diego Maradona announced the launch of an international 
soccer players' union Monday to promote and safeguard 
players' rights. 

Maradona met with 14 of the sport's top players, 
including Eric Cantona of France. Rai of Brazil. Liberian 
George Weah and Italian Gianluca Viali. Together the 
players represented II countries. 

The Argentine star said the union's .objective was to 
counterbalance the power of the sport's governing body. 
FIFA. 

“Our goal is not to battle with anyone.” Maradona told a 
news conference. “It is only to unite the players.” 

The idea was first mentioned at the 1986 World Cup 
finals in Mexico by Maradona and his teammate Jorge 
Valdano. now coach of Real Madrid. 

The players united in protest against the scheduling of 
matches in the honest hours of the day. along with other 
grievances. 

Maradona has been banned twice for 15 months by FIFA 
in the last four years for failing drug tests. His latest ban. 
for using banned stimulants at the 1994 World Cup finals, 
ends this month. 

At a news conference announcing the birth of the 
international players' union. Maradona said it would be 
based in Paris, would be open to all professional players 
and would cooperate with all existing unions. 

Cantona, the suspended Manchester United star, said 
the players at the meeting unanimously elected Maradona 
president of the new union. 

The French striker also said he hoped the new union 
would permit more of a dialogue between players and the 
game's administrators. 

"They need us. and we need them. We hope* that from 
now on. whenever there is an important decision affecting 
the sport, affecting spectators, affecting us: that it goes 
through us. Soccer is beautiful, it's not war.” he said. 


Cantona is currently serving a worldwide ban for his 
kung-fu kick on a Crystal Palace fun last season. He is 
eligible to return to action with Manchester United on 
Oct. I. 

Brazilian player Rai echoed Cantona's remarks. 

“We are an important part of soccer. Our goal is to help 
the game, not to fight, and to help players. But it's only our 
first day. We have a lot to do." he said. 

Liberia's Georges Weah. who plays for AC Milan, said 
he was at the meeting as a representative of Africa, and 
that he hoped the union would help smooth conditions such 
as match scheduling which he called "disadvantageous" to 
African teams. 

"It is necessary for us all to have the same rights.” he 
said. 

Belgium's Michel Preud'homme of Lisbon Benfica said 
the next meeting was not yei scheduled but would address 
the issue of the free circulation of players within Europe. 

"The most important thing was for us to show solidarity. 
Now the real work begins." he said. 

Union must wait for 
FIFA approval 

FOOTBALL'S GOVERNING body FIFA said Tuesday 
it had not yet officially recognised the new international 
Professional Footballers Association set up by Diego 
Maradona and other stars in Paris in Monday. 

”We have not received any document concerning this 
new association.” said a FIFA spokesman in Zurich. 

He said FIFA wanted to know more about the structure 
and objectives of the association before making a decision, 
especially as players were already represented" at different 
levels of" the administration. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


wrm OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH HIRSCH 
OT«94 Titojna UnM 5WMCU. me 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
♦ 7 6 2 
OAK 

0 AK8653 
+ J2 


WEST 
A Q 9 

9 J 10964 
O Q 10 
* A 10 6 5 

SOUTH 

*AK4 

9Q7 

074 

♦ KQ9873 
Hie bidding: 


EAST 

AJI086S 

98632 

OJ92 

*4 


THERE’S AN ORDER TO FOLLOW 


NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

10 Pm* 2* Pm* 

8 O Pm 3 NT Pan 

Pas* Pan 

Opening lead: Jack of 9 

Success or failure over the green 
baize often depends on who can get 
there ‘fustest with the mostest.’ 
South, declarer at three no trump, 
has two 6-2 minor-suit combina- 
tions that can be developed in an 
effort to collect nine tricks before 
the defenders get five. Dees it make 
any difference which declarer tack- 
les first? 

The auction was straightforward. 
It was more than likely that North’s 


opening bid contained at least one 
high card in hearts, so South duxe 
the direct route to three no trump. 

West led the top of the heart 
sequence, and the race for tricks 
was on. Since there was only one 
heart stopper left in the hand, 
South could not afford to give up 
two tricks in developing a long suit. 
Declarer opted to go after dubs. 

The jack of dubs was led. West 
took the ace and continued with a 
heart. When East showed out on 
the second club, eight tricks were 
the limit of the hand. 

*1 would have got home bad I 


tried diamonds first,'' lamented 
South, “but how was 1 to know 
which minor suit was going to 
break badly?" Why, simply by look- 
ing! 

After winning the first heart 
trick, declarer should have cashed 
the ace and king of diamonds. If 
both defenders follow, declarer sim- 
ply surrenders a diamond and has 
nine tricks — two in each major 
and five diamonds. Should either 
defender show out on the second 
diamond, declarer abandons the 
suit and still has time .to go after 
dub*, and nine tricks are there if 
either minor splits 8-2. 


ROZANA Rent A Car 

Japanese car JD 15 per day 
Japanese car JD 350 per month 
Automatic and normal gear, air conditioned, model 1995 
Address: Al Medina A1 Munawwarah street, beside PHza 
Hut, Hiba Trading Centre, Pager Tel. 865999/183 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

One bedroom, living, K & B. 

Studio of one bedroom, K & B. 

C.H and telephone. Location: Jabal Amman, near 
Khalidi Hospital, 7 Mustafa Khalifah St. 

Tel: 667862, 642351, Fax 663002 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Ground floor, private garden, telephone, 3 
bedrooms, 3 baths, 2 balconies, private 
garage, separate entrance, European furniture, 
all electrical appliances. Location: Shmeisani. 

Tel: 678196 


FOR RENT 

UNFURNISHED THREE BEDROOMS APARTMENT 
4th floor, lift, C.H. & telephone. 

Location: SHMEISANI near (Birds 
Garden), 10 Abd Al Haleem Al Nimr St. 
Tel: 667862, 693443, Fax 663002 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Independent Ground Floor Furnished Apartment, with 
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms; guest room, dining room & 
Kitchen. Independent central heating with telephone, 
garden and garage. 

Very close to the University of Jordan Hospital. 

Call 669997. 



The Thinking Phone 


The Sony CM-D 200 is a truly advanced 
mobile telephone that meets the needs of 
international communication today. 

Optional accessories include a large capacity 
battery which allows for 4 hours talk time 
and 40 hours standby time. 

Technical data 


Volume 220cm 

Weight 280g 

Power GSM Class 4 (2 Watt) 

Battery NiMH - Accu 

Talktime-1.7 hrs 
Standby- approx. 18 hrs 
Display 2/4 Rows, Backlit 

97 x 33 Pixels Graphic LCD 
Card SIM 

Optional Accessories Car Kit High QN 200 HFK 
Car Kit Low QN-200 CSI 
Desktop Standard QN 231 BC 
Battery Pack (small) QN 200 BP 
Battery Pack (big) QN 202 BP 
Helical Antenna QN 200 AN 
Data Service Adapter QN 200 DSv 
Modem Card QN 200 PCM 
Flip Type QN 200 . (mini handset) 
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TENSION: A Palestinian looks out of his doorway in Hebron as two Israeli 
soldiers walk by on patrol. Tension has been rising in the occupied West Bank 
town, with clashes between Palestinian residents and Jewish settlers as Israeli 
and Palestinian negotiators wrangled over the future of the town, where 400 
settlers live amid 120,000 Palestinians (see page one) (AFP photo) 

Hariri: Easing of U.S. ban 
is positive, but not enough 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
on Tuesday welcomed the 
easing of an eight-year-old 
U.S. ban on travel to Leba- 
non and urged that the res- 
trictions be lifted altogether. 

President Bill Clinton 
eased the ban Monday, 
allowing U.S. airlines to 
arrange travel to Beirut and 
freeing U.S. citizens to fly 
there with written approval. 

“It’s good, but not good 
enough," Mr. Hariri "said 
Tuesday in an interview with 
a Baltimore Sun correspon- 
dent. 

“I want everything to be 
lifted," he said. "I don’t see 
any reason why not." 

The Reagan administration 
imposed the ban in 1985. in 
the final phase of Lebanon’s 
1975-90 civil war. amid 
attacks during the 1975-90 
civil war in which 270 Amer- 
icans were killed in suicide 
bombings and 17 kidnapped 
to be held as hostages. 

Under the restrictions, 
travellers cannot use Amer- 
ican passports when visiting 
Lebanon. U.S. airliners are 
banned from flying to Beirut 


and even from issuing tickets 
listing the Lebanese capital as 
a final destination. 

Middle East Airlines. 
Lebanon’s flag carrier, also is 
forbidden from flying to U.S. 
cities. 

Since the war, security has 
improved in Lebanon and 
Beirut is no longer a haven 
for bombers, hijackers and 
hostage-takers. 

Foreigners have begun 
trickling back to Beirut in the 
last two years, lured by 
multibiliion-doliar recon- 
struction projects. 

Tens of thousands of 
Americans, most of them 
dual nationals, have violated 
the ban. They were issued, 
visas on separate sheets to 
avoid detection by U.S. au- 
thorities. 

The State Department 
lifted the ticketing restric- 
tions earlier this summer. 

Mr. Clinton’s order per- 
mits U.S. carriers to make 
arrangements with foreign 
airlines for flights to and from 
Beirut for passengers who are 
not U.S. citizens and for 
Americans who have 
obtained written permission 


Zeroual to run 
for presidency 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Alge- 
rian President Liamine 
Zeroual. the quiet career sol- 
dier installed by the military 
20 months ago. confirmed 
Tuesday he would run for 
president of a country rav- 
aged more than ever by civil 
war. 

His long-expected candida- 
cy made him the 19th — and 
according to the official press 
the favoured — contender in 
a vote the country’s insur- 
gents have not only pledged 
to boycott but to thwart 
altogether. 

The 54-year-old retired 
general was a behind-the- 
scenes figure when he was 
named in January, 1994 to 
take over as head of state for 
what was to be a three-year 
transitional period. He 
vowed to ease tension 
through dialogue. 

But this man with the silver 
hair and a salt-and-pepper 
mustache surprised many less 
than a year later, in October, 
when he called for a pres- 
idential vote before the end 
of 1995. 

Mr. Zeroual's goal when 
he took over was to rally 
Islamic leaders into political 
dialogue. 

But at the same time he 
stepped up the crackdown on. 
armed groups fighting the' 
regime since 1992 — the year 
when turmoil broke loose as 
the military-backed govern- 
ment cancelled legislative 
elections the now-banned 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
was set to win. 

The violence has raged on 


and the death toll after three 
years now stands at more 
than 30,000 people. 

Mr. Zeroual is often seen 
as a product of the Algerian 
army. He signed up in the 
National Liberation Army at 
the age of 16 and is a veteran 
of the 1954-62 war of inde- 
pendence from France. 

He advqcates a profession- 
al army and in his own long 
career as officer has comman- 
ded three Algerian military 
regions — Tamanurasset in 
the extreme south in 19S2. 
Bechar on the Moroccan bor- 
der in 1984 and Constantine 
in the east in 1987. 

He has also commanded 
two of the army’s training 
schools, including the Cher- 
chel Academy, seen as the 
nursery for the officer elite. 

A deputy chief of staff and 
commander of Algerian 
group forces, he clashed in 
late 1989 with then-President 
Chadli Bendjedid over plans 
for a military shake-up. 

Mr. Zeroual quit the army 
and was named ambassador 
to Romania, but left what he 
saw as a "consolation post" 
after less than a year to get 
away from politics and spent 
time in his hometown of Bat- 
na. 

In 'July 1993 he emerged 
from three years in the 
wilderness and was named — 
to general surprise — to suc- 
ceed Major-General Khaled 
Nezzar to the key Defence 
Ministry post. * - 

Gen. Nezzar had widely 
been considered the strong- 
man of the five-man pres- 


from the State Department. 

It does not allow U.S. air- 
lines to set up direct flights. 

In a memorandum dated 
Sept. 15, the president in- 
structed Transportation 
Secretary Federation Pena to 
make the changes in the 
travel ban “as soon as is 
practical." 

“U.S. carriers will not be 
allowed to go into Lebanon, 
but this allows for ticketing of 
non U.S. citizens and U.S. 
citizens with approval." a 
White House official said. 

The ban was imposed July 
1 , 1985 in retaliation for the 
hijacking of a TWA jet by 
Lebanese gunmen, who held 
39 U.S. nationals hostage for 
17 days in return for the 
release by Israel of hundreds 
of political prisoners. 

A U.S. Navy diver was 
killed at the outset of the 
hijacking. 

In his directive dated Fri- 
day, President Clinton said 
the travel ban imposed July 
1, 1985. was being amended 
to allow Lf.S. air carriers to 
route passengers to Lebanon 
on non-U.S. airlines via third 
countries. 



Lamine Zeroual 


idential college that has ruled 
since Mr. Bendjedid resigned 
as president on Jan. 11. 1992. 
shortly before the cancella- 
tion of the second round of 
general election FIS was 
poised to win. 

Mr. Zeroual’s appointment 
was seen as the army's way of 
mating the politia'ans to re- 
form the management of the 
civil service. 

When less than a year later 
he was named Algeria's sixth | 
president, he was touted by i 
the press as the man “to ' 
break with the ways of the 
old regime” with a “mission 
to save Algeria from disas- 
ter." 

Married with three chil- 
dren. Mr. Zeroual's army 
colleagues portary him as re- 
served. even shy. but a man 
of principle. But his critics 
reproach what they see as too 
much prudence and a lack of 
charisma. 

Though his first year in 
power saw many measures to 
appease militants — includ- 
ing the release of many Isla- 
mic leaders — he has so far 
failed to make any headway 
with dialogue. 


Jordan court freezes 
ex-KOTC aide’s assets 


KUWAIT (R) — A court in 
Jordan has frozen the assets 
of a Jordanian former execu- 
tive at the Kuwait Oil Tanker 
Company (KOTC) pending 
the outcome of his trial in 

Kuwait on embezzlement 
charges, lawyers said on 
Tuesday. 

“The Jordanian court on 
Monday decided to freeze all 
assets of Nassim Mohsen. in- 
cluding shares, real estate 
and other properties, upon a 
request from KOTC." one 
lawyer told Reuters. 

Mr. Mohsen. a former fi- 
nance executive at KOTC. is 
one of four people who went 
on trial in a criminal court in 
Kuwait in 1994 on charges of 
making illegal profits, embez- 
zlement and forging docu- 
ments in the course of their 
work at KOTC. 

"Mohsen can appeal 
against the ruling within one 
week. The court’s decision 
can be reversed only when 
Kuwaiti courts pass a final 
ruling or upon request from 
the company." one said. 

A fifth person, former Oil 
Minister Sheikh Ali Khalifa 
Al Sabah, is charged with 
making illegal profits from 
KOTC. He and another de- 
fendant. Hassan Qabazard, 
have denied the charges. The 
other defendants have neith- 
er appeared for trial nor 


made pleas of guilt or inno- 
cence. 

Mr. Mohsen. is believed to 
be in Jordan. Former KOTC 
Chairman Abdul Fatah Al 
Bader, another defendant, 
left Kuwait in early 1993 and 
is believed to be living in 
London.' Another of the de- 
fendants, Briton Timothy 
Stafford, is living in Austra- 
lia. 

A Kuwaiti criminal court 
looking into the case will hold 
a hearing on Oct. 17. 

Earlier this month a British 
court ordered Mr. Bader to 
make an interim relief pay- 
.ment of S7 million in dam- 
ages to state-owned KOTC 
from a frozen personal Swiss 
bank account pending the 
trial's outcome. 

KOTC is expected to re- 
quest the Swiss courts to un- 
freeze the account and make 
the payment. 

Swiss and British courts in 
1994 froze accounts held by 
Mr. Bader in Switzerland and 
Britain at the request of 
KOTC’s present manage- 
ment. which says the 
accounts contain money 
gained illegally from alleged 
embezzlement of at least 
$100 million. 

KOTC. one of the five 
largest oil tanker companies 
in die world, operates a fleet 
that transports crude oil. 


Ali Mahdi declares 
'war' against Aideed 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) - 
A Somali faction declared 
war on Tuesday against 
self-styled president 
Mohammad Farah Aideed 
and his forces, demanding 
their eradication for 
capturing the southwestern 
city of Baidoa. 

In a related development, 
a minister in General 
Aideed's government, which 
is not internationally 
recognised, complained 
about an official request to 
allow 20 international aid 
workers detained in Baidoa 
to leave. 

Diplomats said they saw 
the seizure of Baidoa on 
Sunday -by Gen. Aideed as a 
bid to expand his authority 
as Somali president, an ap- 
pointment unrecognised by 
both rivals and foreign 
powers (see page 2) 

The Somali Salvation 
Alliance (SSA) led by Ali 
Mahdi Mohammad said after 
an emergency meeting it 
held Gen. Aideed responsi- 
ble for the consequences of 
renewed war but did not say 
how he would be wiped out 

The SSA called for the to- 


tal "eradication" of Gen. 
Aideed and "his bandits" and 
urged all Somalis to take de- 
cisive action in defending 
them against "the aggres- 
sion of General Aideed.." 

The north Mogadishu- 
based SSA. the strongest 
clan network ranged against 
Gen. Aideed. whose power 
base is south Mogadishu, 
told its militiamen to be 
united and comply with 
their orders. 

One aid official dismissed 
the declaration as "largely 
irrelevant" and noted Gen. 
Aideed's Somali National 
Alliance (SNA) and the SSA 
were already at war in 
Mogadishu but no winner 
had emerged. 

Mr. Ah Mahdi gave his 
arch-enemy Aideed a 24- 
hour ultimatum on Monday 
to pull forces out of Baidoa 
or face war. 

There was no word on 
Tuesday whether Mr. Ali 
Mahdi. who heads the 
largest clan network oppos- 
ing Gen. Aideed, had begun 
moving forces towards 
Baidoa. 240 kilometres 
northwest of Mogadishu. 


IAF calls on Mubarak to call off 
Brotherhood trial, free detainees 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Isla- 
mic Action Front (IAF) party 
Tuesday appealed to Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar-. 
ak to stop a trial of nearly 50 
members of the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Egypt, and to 
free those in detention. 

“The media have reported 
that 50 leaders of the Muslim 
Brotherhood are facing a 
military court trial for no 
crime they committed." said 
a statement by the IAFs 
members in Parliament. 

The people on trial include 
former parliament members, 
members of professional 
associations, merchants, 
teachers, engineers and Al 
Azhar scholars who “are 
quite known for their wisdom 
and their honesty and initia- 
tive in charity activities.'' the 
statement said. . 

It said that various de- 
nominations and communi- 
ties in Egypt — both Muslim 
and Christian — as well as 
leftists, nationalists and 
Islamists have expressed their 
condemnation of the trial and 
are actually defending the 
Muslim Brotherhood mem- 
bers in court. 


“The IAF deputies, acting 
out of their love for Egypt, 
their keenness on safeguard- 
ing its future and out of their 
deep faith in the right of all 
citizens to exercise their 
rights of expression to serve 
the nation within the laws, 
view the trials with deep con- 
cern because these trials do 
not serve the interests of the 
people of Egypt or the coun- 
try's stability and its future." 
the statement said. 

Asserting that the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Egypt "has 
always abided by the princi- 
ples of wisdom and construc- 
tive dialogue." the statement 
said: “It is the right of this 
group to contribute :ja the 
construction of Egypt 
through political activity con- 
ducted within the law" De- 
priving the group of the right 
of free expression constitutes 
an infringement on its basic 
human rights and also an 
encroachment on the Egyp- 
tian people's rights as it dep- 
rives the nation of the benefit 
of the Muslim Brotherhood's 
efforts to alleviate the Egyp- 
tian people's sufferings. It is 
also an encroachment on 


democracy." 

The statement said that the 
Muslim Brotherhood - in 
Egypt "has. for the past 
several decades, proved that 
it renounces violence and 
proved that its members 
work for Egypt and the Egyp- 
tian people with no discri- 
mination and free of fanatic- 
ism or bigotry. But the group 
has constantly been subjected 
to unjust treatment and 
attempts to distort its impecc- 
able image. 

"Such unjust treatment of 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
members can only fuel ex- 
tremism and cause an embar- 
rassment to the advocates of 
wisdom and gradual reform." 

The statement said: "Such 
trials can only drive people 
into despair over the prospect 
of employing peaceful means 
to bring about reform and 
woujd lead to security prob- 
• lems which in turn could dep- 
rive Egypt of the right invest- 
ment climate needed to end 
its economic plight." 

The statement called on 
President Hosni Mubarak to 
immediately release the pris- 
oners. 


Israeli 
soldier 
killed, 4 
injured in 
Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN. Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Guerrillas 
struck twice against Israeli 
troops in South Lebanon, 
killing one and wounding two 
in a bomb blast and wound- 
ing two more in artillery 
shelling. pro-Israeli militia 
sources said. 

The sources with the South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia 
said the guerrillas set off a 
bomb near a group of Israeli 
troops in Rub Tlatem area on 
the edge of Israel's South 
Lebanon occupation zone, 
killing one soldier and 
wounding two others. 

• Hours earlier, shells fired 
by Hizbollah fighters rained 
down on an Israeli patrol as it 
passed near Qantara village 
on the zone's edge and near 
the sire of the bombing. Two 
Israeli soldiers were wounded 
in the bombardment, the 
SLA sources said. 


Mestiri renews bid, 
but Kabul sees war 


No Bashir-Tourabi 
split, minister says 


KABUL (AP) — The United 
Nation's special envoy id 
Afghanistan arrived in Kabul 
on Tuesday to restart peace 
talks and fry to stop short a 
fresh round of fighting in the 
already war-ravaged city. 

Mahmoud Mestiri. former 
Tunisian foreign minister, ar- 
rived aboard a charter air- 
craft at Kabul airport and was 
whisked away to meet senior 
Afghan officials, including 
President Burhanuddin Rat> 
bani and Defence Minister 
Ahmad Shah Masood. 

"I am going to meet with 
.Mr. Rabbani and Mr. 
Masood to be in touch with 
the leaders." Mr. Mestiri told 
reporters upon his ai rival in 
Kabul. 

The Afghan government 
has been urging Mr. Mestiri 
to investigate foreign in- 
tervention in the country's 
bitter conflict. The Rabbani 
government claims Pakistan 
is directly aiding and fighting 
alongside Kabul’s chief rival, 
the Talibans. 

“Mr. Mestiri should put 
cutting foreign interference 
at the top of his agenda." 
Foreign Minister Najibullah 
Lefrai said. "We hope he will 
spend more rime in Afghanis- 
tan." 

In Pakistan. Foreign 
Secretary Najmuddin Sheikh 
called Afghanistan's accusa- 
tion “absurd" and threatened 
to close the Pakistan-based 
offices of Mr. Rabbani’s 
Jamiat-e-Islami faction. 

For 14 years Afghanistan's 
rebels waged their war 
against Soviet soldiers and 
Moscow-backed govern- 
ments from Pakistan. The 10 
■main factions still maintain 
offices in Pakistan, where at 
least 1.5 million Afghan re- 
fugees still live. 

Mr. Rabbani's government 
has been critical of Mr. Mes- 
tiri's past attempts ar broker- 
ing a peace agreement. But 
Mr. Mestiri said he is return- 
ing to Kabul after more than 


six months with fresh ideas. 

"I have some ideas." Mr. 
Mestiri said. “New ideas for a 
new situation. I’m just trying 
to understand what's going 
on." 

Mr. Mestiri's brief visit 
comes amid growing fears 
that a key rival warring fac- 
tion was preparing to launch 
a massive offensive against 
Kabul. 

The U.N. had earlier been 
trying to broker a peaceful 
solution to Afghanistan's bit- 
ter conflict by proposing a 
power sharing plan among 
the factional leaders. 

The plan, which called for 
Mr. Rabbani’s resignation, 
fell apart when the president 
earlier this year refused to 
step down. 

The Rabbani government, 
however, maintains it will 
abide by a U.N. plan if it can 
offer assurances of success. 
Mr. Lefrai said. 

"We have always accepted’ 
this when Mestiri or anyone 
else has offered a reasonable 
plan.” Mri Lefrai said. 

Meanwhile Kabul's forces 
have been preparing for a 
battle which could bring the- 
fight back to Kabul, which 
has been peaceful for about 
six months. 

“The front lines have been 
fortified and the Talibans will 
not be able to infiltrate inside 
Kabul. Defence Ministry 
spokesman known only as 
Abdullah told the Associated 
Press. 

The government, however, 
is still stinging from a series 
of devastating losses, includ- 
ing the capture bv Taliban 
fighters of the key Western 
city of Herar and neighbour- 
ing Shindand air base. 

In Maidan Shahr. about 4(1 
kilometres from Kabul, the 
Taliban commanders insist 
they are ready to take the 
capital. 

In March. Mr. Rabbani's 
forces repelled a Taliban 
attack on Kabul. 


CAIRO (R) — Sudan's fore- 
ign minister denied on Tues- 
day there was a split in the 
government between military 
leader Lieutenant-General 
Omar Hassan Al Bashir and 
influential Islamist leader 
Hassan Al Tourabi. 

Cabinet changes last 
month, widely interpreted as 
a move against Dr. Tourabi’s 
hardline supporters, were in’ 
fact designed to broaden the 
appeal of Gen. Bashir’s gov- 
ernment, Foreign Minister 
Ali Osman Mohammad Taha 
told a news conference in 
Cairo. 

“Once again 7 would like 
to reiterate that the makeup 
of the present government in 
Khartoum is not in collision 
between the military and the 
National Islamic Front. 
(NIF), as people put it." he 
added. 

Mr. Taha, in Cairo to 
attend an Arab League fore- 
ign ministers meeting which 
opens on Wednesday, was 
answering questions on re- 
ports of conflict between 
Gen. Bashir and Dr. Tourabi 
influential mastermind of 
Sudan's Islamic trend. 

The London newspaper 
the Observer and several 
Arab publications have said 
Mr. Bashir and Dr. Turabi 
are close to war and are 
supplying their men with 
arms for the imminent show- 
down. 

Analysts interpreted Gen. 
Bashir’s government shakeup 
and dismissal last month of 
the interior minister, police 
commander and heads of 
security — all closely allied to 
Dr. Tourabi — as an attempt 
to clip the wings of Dr. 
Tourabi’s Islamists. 

They said Gen. Bashir was 
blaming Dr. Tourabi for 
Sudan's international isola- 
tion. caused by his ambitions 
to export his radical blend of 
Islam and his support for 
radical groups.. 

“Vis-a-vis the conflict be- 


tween President Bashir and 
the NIF, this is an incorrect 
and inaccurate postulation of 
the position." the minister 
said. 

“President Bashir is head- 
ing a government which com- 
prises many representatives 
of previous political factions 
and the policies the govern- 
ment is pursuing are policies 
which have been drafted and 
accepted by national congres- 
ses which comprise all the 
Sudanese view points and not 
only those of the NIF." 

Mr. Taha dismissed the re- 
ports, saytng the change in 
the government did not mean 
a change in the spirit of the 
regime. 

“It all depends on how you 
read. Changes have always 
been there. If they move 
somebody from his post this 
does not necessarily mean an 
indication of a change in the 
spirit of a system. 

“What President Bashir is 
trying to do is to reinforce his 
policy, which started in 1989, 
of building or establishing a 
political set-up in Sudan 
which accommodates ali 
Sudanese." 

Mr. Taha said demonstra- 
tions In Khartoum last week 
over the arrest of three stu- 
dents were “highly exagger- 
ated and blown out of prop- 
ortion.” Three people died in 
the protests. 

“The senirity situation in 
Khartoum is now quiet. It has 
never been on the verge of 
chaos or getting out of con- 
trol of the government... it is 
now fully under control," he 
said. 

Mr. Taha, whose country is 
locked in a serious row with 
Egypt over its alleged in- 
volvement in an attempt to 
kill President Hosni Mubarak 
in Addis Ababa in June, was 
not allowed by Egyptian 
security authorities to give 
the news conference at a 
Cairo hotel 4 s scheduled, his 
adviser -u. 
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Lover denies 
trying to poison 

professor 

CHRISTCHURCH. New 
Zealand (R) — A jilted 
lover denied attempting to 
murder a leading plant sci- 
entist in what New Zealand 
media have dubbed the 
“poisoned professor" case. 
Vicky Calder, 46. a raolecu- i 
lar biologist, said “definite- 
ly not guilty" when asked ' 
how she pleaded to the 
charge of attempting to 
murder Professor David 
Uoyd on Dec. 12. 1992. She 
is accused of attempted 
murder of Prof. Lloyd, 58, 
by administering a neuro- 
toxic posion. Acrylamide 
Monomer, which left him t 
blind and paralysed. The 
prosecution alleged Dr. 
Calder was devastated when 
Prof. Lloyd said he wanted 
to end their relationship 
because he had fallen in 
love with another woman. 

Algerian cheats 
death in leap from 

British train 

LONDON (R) — An Alger- 
ian man who was being 
deported from Britain leapt 
from a speeding train and 
apparently survived and 
made an amazing escape, 
police said. Bonito Cobbola 
jumped from a London to [ 
Brussels express travelling 
Saturday night through the 
Kent countryside at 45 mph 
(72 kpb). Police said they 
combed the track expecting 
to find him dead or injured 
but drew a blank. British 
officials put Mr. Cobbola on 
the non-stop channel tunnel 
train but did not accompany 
him because doors of the 
train are sealed while it is 
moving. 

i 

Prince to end 
California reign 

LOS ANGELES (R) — The 
artist formerly known as 
Prince may soon be the 
artist who formerly lived in 
ritzy Beverly Hills. The j 

entertainer, who changed j 

his name to an unpro- 
nounceable double-gender 
love symbol, has put his 
7,700-square-foot (715 
square-metre) Beverly Hills 
home up for sale at $3.5 
million, the Los Angeles 
Tunes reported. After 
returning from a tour of | 

Britain, the funk-rock 
superstar listed his home j 

because “he’s just through 
at the moment with being | 

out here," the Tunes said, ; 

citing an unnamed source. 

The 37 -year-old singer- 
songwriter has owned the j 

gated estate for three years. j 

Britain’s 1st 
electronic-tag 
criminal jailed 

LONDON (R) ~ The first 
British cr iminal to be 
released with an electronic 
identification leg tag was 
sent back to jail for six 
months after breaking his 
home curfew 26 times in 
less than a month. Clive 
Barratt, 29, who was given ® 
his stay-at-home sentence in 
July for shoplifting, blamed 
isolation and media harass- 
ment for his curfew-busting. 
Barratt, the first criminal 
tagged in a government 
pilot scheme based on simi- 
lar U.S. projects, was jailed 
for committing three more 
shoplifting offences. 

Fleiss’ father gets 
probation for 
money laundering 

LOS ANGELES (R) — The 
father of “Hollywood 
Madam" Heidi Fleiss was 
sentenced to three years 
probation and 625 hours of 
community service for help- 
ing to hide hundreds of 
thousands of dollars earned 
by his daughter’s call-girl 
ring. Dr. Paul Fleiss, a Bev- 
erly Hills pediatrician who 
entered a plea bargain with 
authorities, was also fined 
$50,000 and sentenced to 
one day in jail. Without a $ 
plea bargain, a sentence of 
several years in prison could 
have been imposed on Du 
Fleiss, who admitted to set- 
ting up bank acounts in his 
name to receive money ille- 
gally earned from his 
daughter’s prostitution busi- 
ness. 
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